Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford

Government Center —888 Washington Blvd. 10t floor, Stamford CT, or via Team

Microsoft Teams meeting Join:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2666471550948237 p=KA0zfvdPmPM8405LUG

Meeting ID: 266 647 155 094 823 -  Passcode: 2SK9B2yw
Monday, May 18, 2026 - 6:30 pm —7:30 pm

Attendance:
In person: Pilar Pelaez, Malinda Polite, Yelena Klompus and Janeene Freeman Virtual: Marty
Shapiro, George Johnson, Naomi Osei-Mensah, Sandra Barrett, Sonal Patel and Debby Goldberg.

Meeting Called to Order: Chair: Pilar Pelaez @ 6:33pm
Welcome: to all attendees in person and online.

Approve Minutes: Start meeting. Minutes approved by Malinda second by Yelena with one
amendment, Malinda's name needs to be added as attendee to last month minutes.

Guest Marty Shapiro: publisher of Stamford City Lifestyle monthly magazine, introduced The
Longest Table project, thisfree eventis scheduledfor September 19 at Mill River Park, itis a 2-hour
potluck, and the goal is to turn strangers into neighbors. Mr. Shapiro would like the MMC to
publicize this event and asked for a $1,000 donations/financial support. A video of the Longest
Table organizationwas shared, this idea was presented to Mayor Simmons and Mill River Park, who
will provide the park at no cost, people have to bring their own food or something to share, he has a
rentalcompany for tables and chairs on site, he is expecting 200 to 300 people. Marty put together
a committeetoorganize thisevent and has volunteers. An invitationwith QR code to registerwill be
provided on the flyer, walk ins will be accepted but he encourages people to register to have an
idea of how many people in order to set up tables and chairs. Mr. Shapiro will write story in the
magazine and is on his social media.

Projects/Events Updates:
Stamford Day: Tablesand chairswere delivered early morning, Mill River suggested not to use the

same company nextyear as they had some issues with them in the past and during our event. Food
trucks were in place on time; we purchased two tents and a step & repeat for the event. Vendors
were happy to participate and share their products. Food trucks were happy to participate, charged
for 64 vouchers. Kona charged for 100 vouchers. Taco project had 1 voucher and waived it.

Sponsors of livestreaming were happy to support thisevent. The videographerwill create individual
videos of each dance group and one edited video of our event. This video could be used to present
to the Boards of Finance during the next budget meeting.



Refreshmentswere inside the Discovery Center; people were very happy to have that space; Goody
bags were givento children of the dance groups. Some people commented the event was too early
to startat 10:30am, it was suggested to hold event later in the day. Naomi suggested to reinforce a
checkin time for performers to avoid groups being late. Some suggestions for next year, people
asked for map and agenda which we can add to bags directly with snacks. Also, need to print
copies of the vendor list for council to have.

Rhythm & Rumba: Scheduled for Friday, September 12 and Saturday, Sept 18. We will contact
Alyssa House of Salsa this year, banners and flyers will be shared prior to event.

Ferguson Library: Yelena- Summer programs happening now. Workshop for all ages event is on
July 11 and World Fest is on August 16.

Unity Breakfast - Pilar gave an update, the event was a success, AITE students made a great
presentation, people were engaged in conversation, didn't have enough time to share everyone's
opinions.

Juneteenth event -

Naomi was part of the organizing committee and gave update. MMC walked in the parade. James,
Naomi, Pilar andJaneene were present, we need to better communicate among members so there
are more participants and people to hold banner. Walked from Jackie Robinson Park and back to
the Yearwood Center. Senator Blumenthal, Mayor Caroline Simmons, Governor Lamont and Corey
Paris were some of the dignitaries present at the event, Dr. Tamu Lucero received a special
recognition. The Juneteenth committee is hoping to have the parade on Bedford St next year.

Budget Report-Hayate, tabled for next meeting.

New business: Yelena wants to connect with original MMC members, Eva Padilla, Sandra and
Meera to put history of MMC together.

Naomi mentioned MMC potluck during Thanksgiving and a Secret Santa.

UN Event: We will table to talk about it when Ajmal comes back.

Inventory: Need to do a countinthe storage room of what was left from the event.
Announcements: Malinda will not attend next meeting.

Adjournment: Malinda moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:58pm and it was seconded by Sandra

Next MMC Meeting : June 22, 2026 at 6:30 - (as required by MMC By-laws)



