Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford

Government Center —888 Washington Blvd. 10" floor, Stamford CT, or via Team
Monday, May 18, 2026 - 6:30pm—7:30 pm

Attendance:
In attendance: In Person Pilar Pelaez, Hayate Boujid, Sonal Patel, Naomi Osain-, Sandra Barrett,
Meera Battan, George Johnson, Yelena Klompus, Janeene Freeman and Debby Goldberg via Teams

Meeting Called to Order: Chair: Pilar Pelaez @ 6:18pm
Welcome: to all attendees in person and online.

Approve Minutes: Minutes were approved without any changes.

Projects/Events Updates:
Stamford Day:

Mill River Park will allow us to leave all the thing we need inside the Discovery center on
Saturday and use the community room for performers to be able to change and get ready,
refreshments and coffee in the room for performers and volunteers only. Hayate is
coordinating with Eden to collect donuts, we are making the coffee ourselves, we will have tea
available as well.

Two banners were placed one at the front of the Government Center and one at Mill River Park,
yard signs, should be here in a couple of days and will be placed around Stamford to promote.

Food Vouchers will only be for volunteers that stay for both shifts, depending on the number of
people that signed up, if we can, we will give each volunteer a voucher.

Event will be livestreaming at no cost to the MMC, edited videos will be provided after the
event.

Raffles, - 4 family baskets will be raffle during the event plus two gift certificates from Shelly.
Shelly has let us use one conference room at the hotel to put together the bags, this will be
Friday, May 29t at 6:30pm, all are welcome, we have partner up with Filling in the Blanks who
will provide the snacks for the goody bags, we will be usings bags from previous years for
children.

Tables and chairs, set up and pick up are all set, Hayate helped us to get a very good deal. DJ
has confirmed that he will not be the MC. We will take turn to present



Volunteers, two shifts available 8am to 11:30 and 11:30 to 2:30. We partner with Kids Helping
Kinds, 15 student who will be our ambassadors to assist and welcome community partners,
walk them to their tables and help them set up. The Federal Chaplains will also be helping us;
we have about 10 people.

There was a discussion about honoring a volunteer who helps MMC at events, Eden Huang, Pat
Miller, Anu Hooja, Jenny Canepa were possible honorees, this will be tabled for another
meeting.

Rhythm & Rumba:
Dates have been confirmed with Mill River - Saturday, September 12 and Friday, September 18.

Ferguson Library - we agree to be partners in all cultural event in previous meeting.

Unity Breakfast - June 10 all MMC members are invited to attend, a separate email with
invitation and link to registered was sent. It will be at the Fergusion Library. The theme is We the
People and celebrates Declaration of Independence and America’s 250 birthday. The eventisinits
3rd year partnering with the American Jewish community, Westchester Faith leaders, community
members. AITE student versed in Constitution learning will do a presentation; there will be a table
discussion based on questions provided. Request for volunteers, table facilitators, checkin,
Meera, Yelena, Sandra and Naomi register to help, 125-150 participants are expected to attend.

Juneteenth event - June 20" - MMC will be marching, the parade starts at 1 pm from Jackie
Robinson Park in West Stamford, details will be sent prior to the parade.

Budget Report-Hayate
Current balance $4,180.99, Stamford Day proposed budget sent to the mayor’s office is $4,160.

New business:
Ferguson Library Yelena made arequest forMMC tojoin the World Fest Concert, this year's theme

One City, Many Cultures to be held on August 16 from 2-4 pm., and asked for help inviting
community performers, they do not have a representative from Africa, Albania, Greece, Haiti/
Creole, and what to have a good diversity, food will be provided but groups will not be paid to
perform. Motion was made in last meeting for MMC to partner with library for this event.

On September 20, 2026, the library is hosting the Concert for Peace during Hispanic Heritage
month.

July 7, - Ukrainian Art Workshop: The Works of Maria Prymachenko -2:00pm-4:15pm - Main Library



History of the MMC - Yelena is working on getting all the history together, Pilar sent her what she
had prepared, Eva Padilla, Meera and Sandra will help they are part of the original members, Yelena
will set up a time to meet with them.

New ideas for MMC events: Children’s Parade at beach, try to bring back popular events that

reflect the times. will be on the agenda for future meeting as well as Potluck idea.

We as ateamwantto be more active and add more event, members were asked to bring any ideas
of project or share any events they know of, also to share information and pictures of other event
they attend, we all move in different circles and it's good to represent the MMC.

MMC Members list:
Naomi reached out to people and is communication with existing members. MMC is looking to
recruit new members.

Inventory:
Sonal reported. We have a reserve of bags that we can use for Stamford Day.

Adjournment:

Next MMC Meeting
June 22 2026 at 6:30 - (as required by MMC By-laws)



