
 
 

Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford 
Government Center, 888 Washington Blvd. 10th Floor, or via Team 

Monday, March 23, 2026        -      6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
 
 
Attendance: In attendance is Sonal, Debby, George, Naomi, Pilar (in person), Sandra, 
Yelena, Carmen, Hayate(in person), Meera (in person), Ajmal. 
 
 

Meeting Called to Order: Chair: Pilar Pelaez @ 6:40pm 
 
 
Approve Minutes:  George motion to approve the meeting of February 23, 2026, seconded 
by Yelena. 

 
Projects/Events Updates: 

 
 

1. St Patrick Day parade, the MMC had good representation, Sonal, Malinda, Carmen, 
Pilar, Naomi, James, family and friends joined us to march. 

 
2. Afternoon of Jazz, it was successful, well attended event, pictures and edited video 

was posted on MMC social media website. Sandra said people at the library 
complained about the noise, the music was bothering them, so we had to close 
door, Sandra and volunteer could not see the event but took turns to view bits of it. 
Pilar suggested to move sign in registration table inside auditorium next year. 

 

3. Stamford Day 2026 - May 31  – following the initiative of Mayor Simmons to support 
small business it will be a good idea to allow participants to sell their product during 
our event, the sale of any product will be between the person and vendors, this will 
be clearly communicated with vendors. Meera made the motion for vendors to sell 
products during Stamford Day 2026, seconded by Naomi. No opposition passed 
unanimously. Naomi said we should incorporate more cultures to Stamford Day. 



Asked for more organizations to participate of different ethnicities. Yelena said she 
knows Chinese groups that may be interested and will provide information. 

 
Budget Reports:  
 

4. Hayate 
Hayate shared budget report. Spent $2215. In kind, $1505.00. Total cost for 
$3,682.00 for Afternoon of Jazz. We saved money from last year. Lower cost for 
food, flowers. Library donated coffee and printing. Pilar bought stuff from Costco. 
Graphic design in kind, $80. Spent money on artists, around $2100. Balance for this 
year 4,217.00 budget for 2026. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

New Business: 
5. Rhythm & Rumba  

New Business. Set date for Rhythm and Rumba event, proposed time 6pm-9pm., 
will contact Mill River for available days, Friday and/or Saturday, many members are 
okay with Saturday, proposed dates September 11,18,25. 
 
 
Social Media update – Pilar Pelaez 

6. Instagram account has been recovered and linked to the new MMC page. Directed 
old data from Facebook to new MMC page. Shared video of Jazz event, pictures of 
Parade posted. 
 

   
 
    MMC members list - Naomi Osei-Mensah 
 

7. People were removed and some folks are coming back.  Half of people on list did 
not answer. Ned to update list of contacts we have.   

 
           
 
 
 

Inventory 



 
8. Went to the storage closet and found banners, tablecloths, 15 boxes of bags. Will 

need to order few things for other event, Meera offer to donate bags from her 
business. 

  
 
    Guests 
 

9. In the past the MMC had guests attend meeting, people who wanted to share 
events, project or what they do. The idea is to bring this back and give guest 5 to 10 
minutes to speak in beginning of MMC meeting. MMC can listen to project proposal, 
invitation to event but not provide financial sponsorships. The idea is to expose 
MMC to different organizations. Pilar made motion to have guests speak during 
MMC meeting for a maximum of 5 min, Naomi and Sandra seconded motion. 
Carmen proposes to amend motion. We need to define time spent by guest speaker 
to be consistent. Proposed 5 minutes max for guest to speak. Motion passed 
unanimously. Flag raising events should be attended by at least 1 board member 
per Naomi. Pilar and Naomi asked if the Mayor’s office could email the dates and 
events for flag raising.   

 
 
    New events 
 

10. Juneteenth - June 20, MMC can participate in the march, Naomi will provide more 
information and details in the next meeting. 

 
    Announcements: 
 

11. March 25, 2026, Wednesday is the Greek Independence flag raising event at 
Government Center at 12:30pm.   

 
Debby talked about Interfaith Seder, the MMC is a partner of the event, still taking 

 reservations, the event is from 6:30 to 8:30. Some MMC members are going.  
 Registration is on the flyer. 
 

Carmen shared Unity Breakfast scheduled for June 10 at the Ferguson Library or 
 corporate sponsor location, starting at 8am to 10 am., the theme this year is  
 We the People. The idea is to talk about the constitution celebrate 1250 years. High 
 school students will talk about the constitution and there will be story telling. More 
 details to follow.   
 
 



 
      
 

Mayor’s Corner - 20th of each month 
 

12. Pilar reminded us of the Mayors Corner page and that we need to submit events in 
advance. Asked the MMC email to be sent notifications of Mayor Office 
communication. 

 
 
    Adjournment:       
 

13. Meeting was adjourned at 7:51pm.  
 

 
         Next Meeting:   

 
14. April 30, 2026 (as required by MMC By-laws) 

 
 
          
 


