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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BOARD 
CITY OF STAMFORD 

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE APRIL 16, 2026 
REGULAR MEETING 

CONDUCTED VIA INTERNET AND CONFERENCE CALL 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gary H. Stone, Chairman 
Todd Gambino, Member 
Thomas Romas, Alternate Member 
Stephania Payares, Alternate Member 
Katherine Duffy, Alternate Member 
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  
Laura Tessier, Member 
Dr. Leigh Shemitz, Member 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Robert Clausi, Executive Director 
Shivaun Underwood, Land Use Clerk, Land Use Bureau 
 
Mr. Stone called the meeting to order 7:30 p.m. Seated to vote for the meeting were Mr. Stone, Mr. 
Gambino, and Mr. Romas.  Later joined by Ms. Duffy at 8:07pm and Ms. Payares at 8:38pm, both 
were seated to vote.   

 
 

➢ MINUTES:  
 

March 19, 2026 (Regular Meeting) 
 

Consideration of the minutes of the March 19, 2026 Regular Meeting was deferred to a future meeting 
due to the absence of a quorum of the members who were present at that meeting. 
 
 
➢ APPLICATIONS & PERMITS:  

 

Application Acceptances 
 
#2026-12 – 92 Haviland Road – Stavros Aivalis  
        Construct single family residence, driveway, and utilities in upland review area 
 
#2026-13 – 29 Pinner Lane – Pinner LLC 

             Construct single family residence, driveway, and utilities in upland review area 

 
Mr. Stone acknowledged receipt of the minimum information necessary to accept EPB Permit 
Applications #2026-12 and 2026-13. 
 

Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Romas and second by Mr. Gambino, the Board voted to 
ACCEPT EPB Permit Applications #2026-12 and 2026-13. 
 

In Favor:  Stone, Gambino, Romas 
Opposed / Abstaining / Not Voting: None 

 
 

https://www.stamfordct.gov/home/showdocument?id=51601&t=639114159347807829
https://www.stamfordct.gov/home/showdocument?id=51713&t=639118506043293420
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Discussion/Action Items 
   

#2026-08 – 103 Sanford Lane – Aleksandra Moch for Jessica Sigmund and David Merkel                 
                     Maintain fence installed in wetland without prior EPB approval (Parcel ID 001-4349) 

 
 In Attendance: Aleksandra Moch, Environmental Consultant 
 
Mr. Clausi summarized the April 10, 2026 Agenda Summary Report prepared by Environmental 
Analyst Jaclyn Chapman.  
   
No questions or concerns were raised by the Board members after Mr. Stone opened the floor for 
comments.    
 
Ms. Moch gave a brief presentation on behalf of the owner.  Mr. Stone asked if the applicant had 
any questions or concerns about the recommendations in the staff report.  Ms. Moch confirmed 
that they had received a copy of the report and had no concerns about the listed conditions.  Mr. 
Stone then called for a motion. 
   
Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Gambino and second by Mr. Romas, the Board voted to 
Approve EPB Permit Application #2026-08 subject to the 10 recommended conditions of approval 
contained in the April 10, 2026 Agenda Summary Report. 

 
In Favor: Stone, Gambino, Romas 
Opposed/ Abstaining/ Not Voting: None 

 
 
#2026-09 – 631 Long Ridge Road – LandTech for River Oaks Homeowners Association  

                     Remove sediment from stormwater treatment wetland, create walking path, and remove invasive 
         plants from wetlands, upland review, and special flood hazard areas  
         (Parcel ID 004-3323) 

 
In Attendance: Tom Ryder, LandTech 

 
Mr. Clausi summarized the April 10, 2026 Agenda Summary Report prepared by Environmental 
Analyst Lindsay Tomaszewski. 
   
Mr. Stone opened the floor to questions from the Board.   
 
Mr. Romas had questions regarding what herbicides would be used.  Mr. Ryder, speaking on behalf of 
the applicant, stated the contractor selected to do the work will be a licensed pesticide applicator who 
will select the appropriate chemicals for the target plant species.  He went on to say that these 
chemicals are approved by the USEPA for use in proximity to water.  In response to a question from 
Mr. Gambino, Mr. Ryder agreed to provide EPB staff with the list of herbicides the contractor decides 
to use and added LandTech will check the progress of the invasives management and provide EPB 
staff with annual summary reports during the three year monitoring period.  Mr. Clausi also added 
EPB staff will perform routine compliance inspections during the course of this project and will flag any 
issues they observe regarding the invasives management effort.   
 
Hearing no further questions or concerns Mr. Stone asked if the applicant had any questions or 
concerns about the recommendations in the staff report.  Mr. Ryder confirmed that they had received 
a copy of the report and had no concerns about the listed conditions.  Mr. Stone then called for a 
motion.  
 
Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Gambino and second by Mr. Romas, the Board voted to 
Approve EPB Permit Application #2026-09 subject to the 12 recommended conditions of approval 
contained in the April 10, 2026 Agenda Summary Report plus 3 additional conditions to include, 
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Certification from a licensed Engineer or Architect stating compliance with Zoning Regulation section 
9.B requirements, the permittee shall submit details about the herbicides the contractor decides to use 
to EPB staff to treatment, and annual invasives management progress reports shall be submitted to 
EPB staff.  

 
In Favor: Stone, Gambino, Romas 
Opposed/ Abstaining/ Not Voting: None 

 
 
#2026-10 – 1271 Riverbank Road – Elaine Petrone 

                     Install a split rail fence across wetland and conservation easement area 
                          (Parcel ID 003-5076) 
 

 In Attendance: Elaine Petrone 
 
Mr. Clausi summarized the April 10, 2026 Agenda Summary Report prepared by Environmental 
Analyst Jaclyn Chapman, after which Mr. Stone opened the floor to questions from the Board.   
 
Mr. Gambino asked for clarification about the recommended condition that posts set in concrete be 
limited to no less than 15 feet apart to reduce disturbance in the wetland and conservation easement.   
Mr. Clausi replied that a fence with 8 foot long rails would have every other post set in concrete.  
Hearing nothing further from the Board, Mr. Stone asked for a motion. 
 
Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Romas and second by Mr. Gambino, the Board voted to 
Approve EPB Permit Application #2026-10 subject to the 7 recommended conditions of approval 
contained in the April 10, 2026 Agenda Summary Report.  

 
In Favor: Stone, Gambino, Romas 
Opposed/ Abstaining/ Not Voting: None 

 
 
Permits approved by Duly Authorized Agents:  
 

#2026-11 – 1125 Cove Road – City of Stamford 
                     Replace tennis courts in upland review area  
         (Parcel ID 002-6001) 
 

There were no questions or comments about this Agent Approval from Board members or the public. 

                
 

➢ SITE PLAN REVIEWS:  
 

➢ SUBDIVISION REVIEWS: 
 

PB #4062 - 20 West Haviland Lane – John Leydon, Esq., for West Haviland Estates LLC          
              Five-lot subdivision (Parcel ID 004-9432) 

 

 In Attendance: John Leydon, Esq. 
 
Mr. Clausi summarized his April 8th report describing the application that has been referred 
to EPB by the Planning Board for comment as to the acceptability of the conceptual 
subdivision layout with regard to wetland, watercourse, and conservation issues.  Mr. Clausi 
then answered questions posed by Mr. Romas and Mr. Gambino about the history of the 
property and the configuration of the existing conservation easement area.  Mr. Clausi also 
summarized his analysis and conclusion that compared to existing conditions the 
implementation of the subdivision as proposed would decrease disturbance within the Vernal 
Pool Envelope and Critical Terrestrial Habitat of the wetland in the southeast corner of the 



 

 
6/22/2026 

property which was identified as a potential vernal pool in the 2003 air photo interpretation 
study conducted by Land Use Bureau Parks Planner Erin McKenna.   
 
Mr. Stone then opened the floor to Mr. Leydon, the applicant’s representative, who 
introduced the owner and the design team, and then gave some additional historical 
background on the property.  Mr. Leydon confirmed that they had received a copy of the staff 
report and had no concerns about the listed conditions.   
 
Mr. Stone called for a motion after some further discussion between the members and staff 
regarding the recommendations to be sent to the Planning Board. 
 
Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Gambino and second by Mr. Romas, the Board voted to 
and offered No Objection to Subdivision Application PB #4062 subject to rewording of 
recommended condition #6 so that it’s clear neither lights nor in ground fuel tanks are 
permitted and adding a requirement that confirmation of whether or not the wetland in the 
southeast corner of the property contains a viable vernal pool breeding site be provided prior 
to actual development of Lot A-1, A-2, and A-4, and that any vernal pool with its 100-foot 
wide Vernal Pool Envelope and 750-foot wide Critical Terrestrial Habitat be included on the 
site plan.  

 
In Favor:  Stone, Gambino, Romas, Duffy    
Abstained: Payares (Ms. Payares was not in attendance for the entire presentation) 
Opposed/ Not Voting: None 

 
 

➢ ENFORCEMENT:  
 

230 Butternut Lane – Neil Sanyal – Enforcement Update 
Unauthorized removal of vegetation and placement of fill within wetland (Parcel ID 001-1196) 
 

 In Attendance: Aleksandra Moch, Environmental Consultant 
 

Mr. Clausi summarized Enforcement Report prepared by Environmental Analyst Jaclyn Chapman, 
noting that Ms. Chapman recommends the Board issue an Order to Correct.  None of the 
members had any questions about the report or its recommendations.   
 
Mr. Stone asked if the property owners had any questions or concerns about the 
recommendations in the staff report.  Ms. Moch, speaking on behalf of the owners, confirmed that 
they had received a copy of the report and took no exception to the listed conditions.  Mr. Stone 
then called for a motion.  
 
Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Romas and second by Mr. Gambino, the Board voted to 
ISSUE an Order to Correct subject to the 8 recommended conditions contained in the April 
10, 2026 Enforcement Report.  
 

In Favor:  Stone, Gambino, Romas, Payares, Duffy 
Opposed/ Abstaining/ Not Voting: None 
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1295 Riverbank Road – 1295 Riverbank Road Associates LLC – Show Cause Hearing 
Unauthorized clearing and grading within wetland and upland review areas (Parcel ID 001-6947) 

  
 In Attendance: Adam Hirsch, 1295 Riverbank Road Assoc. LLC 
 

Mr. Clausi summarized Enforcement Report prepared by Environmental Analyst Jaclyn Chapman.  
noting that Ms. Chapman recommends the Board maintain the Cease & Desist Order and require 
submission of a professionally prepared restoration plan by May 5, 2026.  Mr. Clausi added that 
sediment inputs to the on-site watercourse were likely to have occurred because the owners did 
not install erosion and sedimentation controls until they were instructed to do so by staff.  None of 
the members had any questions about the report or its recommendations.   
 
Mr. Stone asked if the property owners had any questions or concerns about the 
recommendations in the staff report.  Mr. Hirsch apologized for the situation and stated they 
have no objection to staff’s recommendations.  He then went through some of the reasons 
behind their actions, as are also described in a March 25th letter his co-owner Veton Alimi 
wrote to the Board.  Mr. Hirsch stated they have retained an environmental consultant to 
prepare the restoration plan.  

 
Mr. Stone called for a motion at the conclusion of Mr. Hirsch’s comments.  Mr. Clausi pointed 
out that a Statement of Findings regarding this matter would include the fact that the current 
section 14 enforcement process was initiated per section 6.2 of the Regulations because, 
per section 2 of the Regulations, the regulated activities (clearing, grading) within wetland 
and upland review areas that were conducted without a permit have diminished the natural 
capacity of the wetland to support animal life, prevent flooding, and perform other functions, 
and water quality has been adversely impacted by sedimentation.     
 
Motion/Vote: Upon a motion by Mr. Gambino second by Ms. Duffy, the Board voted to 
MAINTAIN the Cease & Desist Order and require submission of a professionally prepared 
restoration plan by May 5th or else file a Notice of Violation on the Stamford Land Records.  
 

In Favor:  Stone, Gambino, Romas, Payares, Duffy 
Opposed/ Abstaining/ Not Voting: None 

 
 
➢ OTHER BUSINESS:  

 

1. Revision of EPB Ordinance and establishment of a separate Conservation Commission 
 

Mr. Clausi reminded the Board that last September it had agreed with the general idea of the 
Board of Representatives establishing a Conservation Commission separate from the 
Environmental Protection Board as a way to better move Stamford forward with environmental 
protections beyond wetlands and special flood hazard areas.  Mr Clausi directed the members’ 
attention to his April 10th memo and the draft revisions to the EPB establishment ordinance and 
the draft new ordinance establishing a Conservation Commission which have been prepared by 
Representative Karen Camporeale and the Law Department.  The members found the contents of 
the draft ordinances to be acceptable, and all expressed their support for the creation of a 
standalone Conservation Commission. 

 
2. Establishment of a wetlands citation ordinance 

 

Mr. Clausi had nothing new to report on this initiative. 
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3. EPB mitigation planting guidelines 
 

Mr. Clausi informed the Board that the new Urban Forester position that was put forward in the 
Mayor’s budget was cut by the Board of Finance on Tuesday night, thus eliminating a source of 
expert support that Mr. Clausi had hoped would assist with developing the mitigation planting 
guidelines.  Mr. Clausi pledged to finish these guidelines on his own. 

 
➢ ADJOURN: 

 

Motion/Vote:  Upon a motion by Mr. Gambino and second by Ms. Payares, the Board voted to 
ADJOURN the Regular Meeting of April 16, 2026. 

 
In Favor: Stone, Gambino, Romas, Payares, Duffy 
Opposed / Abstaining / Not Voting: None 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
Gary H. Stone, Chairman 
Environmental Protection Board 


