MMC Minutes from February 23,2026
People in Attendance:
Pilar, Sonal, Naomi, George, Sandra, Shobna, Francis Jean Louis, Debby Goldberg, James, Carmen.
1. Started meeting at 6:45 
 
2. Reviewed minutes from last meeting. Debby Goldberg made motion to approve minutes as is and motion was seconded by George. Teams link needs to be checked and made consistent across messages.
 
3. Discussed Agenda. Projects and events update. Discussed St Patrick's Day Parage on March. Naiomi, Sonal, Pilar, James will attend. MMC needs more marchers and volunteers to commit to attending this event. Pilar shard the map route of the parade and said 1 week before the event she will be given more information. Shobna suggested to invite other groups not part of mmc to march with us and to get a list of what groups are participating.  
4. Discussed Afternoon of Jazz event which will take place on March 15. Artists have been contacted and 3 bands confirmed. Still waiting on response from the local high school. Draft of Flyer was shared but has not been made public yet. There was a debate about whether to provide an rsvp date or not. Agreement was made to keep the RSVP but to not set a deadline. Volunteers for Jazz registration table include Sandra, Francis, Naomi. Will have both QR code and paper sign in sheets to track attendance at the door. Also, there will be 1 display table dedicated to promoting artist materials. Sandra wanted to see if bylaws allow for a display table that markets or sells artist information. Agreement made that if allowed, display table will be run by performer sellers or advertisers, not by MMC. 
5. Discussion about Stamford Day. Mill River Park asked about date. Proposed May 31 with open dates of May 3 and June 7.  
        6. Treasury update- Hayat was absent so could not update MMC on budget. She had a 	knowledge transfer meeting with Shobna and will present budget at next meeting.
        7. 	Discussed new social media accounts. Created city emails for board. New board 	members will create procedures for roles for transition to next incoming team. MMC 	had to create a new social media page. There was a question asked on whether a 	new position for a Communications Director will be added to the MMC who would 	oversee social media accounts, communications for events, etc. Idea proposed to 	link old social media pages with new one by adding a link or announcement to  	direct  people between sites. Communication will be sent out on pages and 			bulletins regarding the new social media accounts.  Old pages are inactive but 		people should still be able to reference the historical information. 

8. Discussed Old MMC member list. Naiomi gave an update. She reached out to everyone on the list who have not been in attendance to events, meetings. Only 3 people responded, Tom, George, and Francis. Nobody else out of the 25 answered or returned messages. Emails will be sent out next and people will be given until next meeting in March to respond otherwise, they will be removed from membership on the council as new members are interested in joining and should be given an opportunity. Old contact information for absent members need to be removed (i.e. bad email addresses). Debate about bylaws and how it impacts absent members was brought up. By laws do state there is a minimum participation required for members to be compliant. 
 
9. Discussion about Inventory. 1000 Bags are located in the storage room at the Government center and 2 tablecloths are at Carmen's desk in her office.
 
10. Discussion about new events. Debby announced the Interfaith Seder event hosted by the JCC which is being held Thursday March 26 at 6:30 pm at Temple Sinai. Debby shared the flyer. Event is open to the public at a cost of $18 but MMC members can attend for free since MMC is a partner of the event. This year's  theme is unity amongst various cultures, backgrounds,and faiths.  Pilar shared her experience at attending last years event. Debby made motion for MMC to be part of the organizations that will be involved with the Interfaith Seder event and  Francis seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. Carmen shared a new event called Common Ground and event flyer was shared. Event will occur at The Harry Benett Ferguson Library on June 10th. Every other month there will be an event with a new theme. The goal is  to tell stories and to have more conversations to understand differences. The mission is to unify people. The theme of the June 10th event is based on religion and identity. Verses from the bible about loving thy neighbor and stranger is common among religions and will be theme along with love first. The 3rd annual unity breakfast is also coming up. More information will be shared.
11. Discussion about new announcements. The MMC has new space on the Mayor 	monthly bulletin page to post events, MMC news, updates. New event suggestions 	and all events need to be submitted before the  20th of every month. Pilar shared 	the new MMC page on the Stamford website.  Old information and emails still needs 	to be updated. There is a new MMC page with the new city  Stamford email
addresses and board member information. Any posts on the city pages will be done 	by Carmen. The event information will also be posted to the Government Center 	monitors and screens.
 	12 Motion to adjourn- Naomi made motion to adjourn and James seconded it. 	Meeting was adjourned at 8:07pm.

