
       Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford 
        Meeting held in person at the Hampton Inn boardroom 
         26 Mill River Street, Stamford, CT & via Zoom 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
 
Attendance and Quorum Check: Eva Weller, Carmen Hughes, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Yelena 
Klompus, Naomi Osei-Mensah, Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez, and Ana Gallegos. Debby Goldberg, and Ajmal 
Qureshi attended by Zoom. Sandra Barrett provided reasons for her absence. 
 
Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:23 pm. 
 
Welcome: Eva thanked council members for attending the meeting in person and via Zoom.  
 
Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes for the November 24, 2025, meeting. Pilar 
Pelaez and Malinda Polite made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Malinda Polite seconded the 
motion. Minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Projects Events updates  
*Kindness Project: Eva reported that the Kindness Rock Painting Project was well-received. Children, 
youth, and adults participated in the project. Ana attended many of the painting sessions so was asked to 
give feedback. First, Ana thanked Eva for bringing this idea to the MMC. She said that, as agreed during 
previous meetings, she invited artists who had participated in our events to participate in the project. 
Santiago Cabrera, painted with children one afternoon, Paola Garcia shared designs, which were used in 
each of the sessions. Virginia helped during a few of the morning sessions. Ana shared participants who 
worked at the Government Center, seniors from the Senior Center, PLTI/PEP graduates, and young students 
all participated. Some rocks were placed outside of the Government Center, and others were brought to 
other locations throughout the city.  One of the comments shared by many participants was that the 
Kindness Project was fun and therapeutic and it should be done more often.  
Ana also attended the opening of the Toy for Tots Office where Mayor Simmons and Carmen Hughes talked 
about the Kindness Project and highlighted the rock painting. Some rocks were placed at the window of the 
office. Pictures of the activity and an invitation to participate were posted on different days on the MMC 
social media.  
Ana said that although we had good participation, we could have had more MMC and community participants 
if we had one big event with more publicity on a weekend or specific days, as proposed. 
Pilar said she attended in the afternoon because of her work schedule. She suggested having this activity go 
on during other MMC events. George and Eva also participated in leading the project on several afternoons. 
Eva thanked them for the information and suggestions and added that the new board leadership will 
consider these suggestions and work from there. 
 
Holiday events at the Government Center: Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa   
Eva asked Ana to share details about these events since she attended some and took pictures, which were 
posted on the MMC social media. Ana mentioned that everyone received the holiday calendar shared by 
Carmen H. She was unable to attend the Christmas event but participated in a well-attended Hanukkah 
celebration where Mayor Simmons and Jewish leaders spoke. She arrived early at the Government Center 
for the Kwanzaa event, but unfortunately, she learned it was canceled due to snow just an hour before the 
event was scheduled to be held on Friday.  
 
Regarding October 24 as United Nations Day 
Eva thanked Ajmal for suggesting an event sponsored by MMC to celebrate the United Nations anniversary. 
She also shared with the MMC the well-written article Ajmal authored in honor of the United Nations 80th 
Anniversary. It was suggested that Ajmal meet with the new Executive Board and Carmen to discuss his 
suggestion to hold an event.   
 
New Business:  
*Afternoon of Jazz.  
Eva Weller thanked Yelena K. for her help in securing a date for the MMC Afternoon of Jazz in the Ferguson 
Library. Yelena said that March 15th was the only day in March available to hold the event in the auditorium 
at the library. Eva said it was up to the new council to decide whether to go ahead with that date or to 
choose another.  
 



*Ajmal wished everyone a Happy New Year. He thanked Eva Weller for her incredible leadership, as well as 
that of her executive team. He wanted to acknowledge that many additional dynamic programs to 
accomplish the MMC mission, which is to celebrate, promote, and respect the different cultures and diversity 
in Stamford, have been initiated and presented to the community under their leadership since he became an 
MMC member. He suggested Eva Weller be named “Chair Emeritus” if the MMC bylaws permit.  Ajmal 
thanked Malinda as vice chair and Carmen Hughes for their support and thanked Ana and Shobhna for 
accomplishing their respective responsibilities.  
 

Remarks from Mayor Caroline Simmons & DEI Officer Carmen Hughes 
Mayor Caroline Simmons joined the meeting, accompanied by Lauren Meyer. Mayor Simmons thanked Eva 
Weller, chair, and the rest of the Executive Board: Malinda Polite, vice chair, Shobhna B, treasurer, and Ana 
Gallegos, secretary, for all their efforts on behalf of the MMC. Mayor Simmons said that Eva and her team 
had raised the MMC to a very high level in our community. She is so pleased and grateful for all their efforts 
and asked them to continue being part of the Council. Mayor Simmons also thanked all MMC members for 
their time, help, and hard work. Eva thanked Mayor Simmons for the opportunity to serve as the MMC chair 
with the support of the executive team and all the council members. 
Carmen Hughes said Eva Weller had done a remarkable job working tirelessly and with dedication as chair 
and MMC leader. She added that Malinda Polite is always ready to give support and with a great smile. 
Shobhna is keeping all the expenses in the budget, and Ana is recording detailed minutes and has attended 
and taken photos at different community events and shared them on social media.  Carmen said that it has 
been an honor and a privilege to be part of the “dream team” with experience, knowledge and excellent 
leadership. 
Mayor Simmons congratulated Pilar Pelaez and Naomi for their appointment as the new chair and vice chair, 
respectively. Carmen H. said that she officially announced that Pilar Pelaez is the new MMC chair. Pilar 
Pelaez thanked her for the opportunity and trust and added that she will work as a team. She then 
announced that the vice chair is Naomi Osei-Mensah. Everyone congratulated Pilar and Naomi. 
Carmen also informed that at the next meeting, there will be an election for the new MMC secretary and 
treasurer. 
 
Announcements:  
-Carmen H. shared that a Muslim celebration will be held on January 15, at 12:30 at the Government 
Center. Information will be sent when available. 
-Malinda P. Vice-chair informed that on Monday, January 19, they will be MLK celebration. She will share a 
flyer with more details. 
  
Report from MMC Chair and Executive Board 
Eva Weller thanked Carmen for her kind remarks about her leadership of MMC and that of the MMC 
executive board. She thanked Malinda P., Vice chair; Shobhna B., Treasurer; and Ana G., Secretary, for their 
time, support, and important work on the different initiatives of the MMC. 
Eva said that it has been a pleasure working with everyone to accomplish our signature and many other 
events, such as: 
*Stamford Day 2021: The BOR approved a Resolution, dated May 6, 2019, declaring May 16th as Stamford 
Day to honor local history and recognize the contributions of the diverse communities that define the City of 
Stamford.  Following Covid in 2020, the MMC partnered with Mill River Park Collaborative on the first 
“Stamford Day” celebration in 2021 recognized by a Sense of the Board Resolution for MMC and other 
organizations to celebrate the rich history and cultures of Stamford today with a free city-wide celebration of 
the history, land acknowledgement, culture, arts, diversity and unity of Stamford. BOR members, elected 
representatives, officials and community leaders present each year.  Stamford Day has grown and evolved 
over the last five years and many non-profit agencies and community organizations that represent the rich 
diversity of our beloved city of Stamford also share services and resources as part of “Stamford Day” to a 
multigenerational, multilingual audience.  
*Afternoon of Jazz: Eva Weller initiated the first MMC jazz concert in 2018 with the intention of bringing 
the community together to share a love of music and hear different interpretations of jazz reflecting many 
cultures and countries.  For 8 years, different groups of professional and well-recognized musicians, as well 
as high school bands, youth performers and bands performed different styles of jazz in free concerts which 
were all well attended.  The first concerts were held at the Unitarian Church and later at the Ferguson 
Library to full auditoriums. In 2020, due to COVID restrictions, the jazz concert was streamed from the 
Curtain Call stage and had viewers from 19 different states in the USA and five countries around the world 
and over 400 individuals. It has been a popular signature event of MMC each year. 
 



*Rhythm and Rhumba Salsa Nights: an initiative introduced by Rep. Corey Paris, celebrates Hispanic 
Heritage Month and invites everyone-- families and individuals, not just for Hispanics, to celebrate the music 
and dance of Salsa for two nights at Mill River Park. Mill River Park Collaborative is a co-sponsor and shares 
expenses and publicity to bring people together to learn salsa dances, enjoy demonstrations and music at 
this fun event with free dance instruction. Food can be purchased from a food truck or the Snack Box. 
*Other events: The MMC has presented cultural fashion shows, community conversations, author 
presentations and more about topics of interest to the community.  MMC partnered with the Ferguson 
Library on many events, such as, World Fest and events highlighting different cultures – Ukrainian, Chinese, 
Indian and more. MMC was asked to co-sponsor or attend community initiatives such as flag raisings, 
educational, cultural, civic, and arts events by diverse groups sharing their cultures; Parades: Irish, 
Memorial Day, and Veterans Day. The MMC has also helped to promote community events on our social 
media: FB and IG when requested and photos were shared after the events, as well. 
 
Next Meeting: February 23 (as required by MMC By-laws) 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm. 
Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary 
 


