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Meeting Notice

Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2025
Time: 9:00 AM
Place: Mayor’s Conference Room 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8226597955?omn=82164899501

Meeting ID: 822 659 7955

One tap mobile
+16469313860,,8226597955# US
+13017158592,,8226597955# US (Washington DC)


Agenda
1. Call to Order at 9:02am

2. Roll Call
a. Present: Lynne Colatrella, Michael Moran, Ellen Gordon, Lou Chen, Sarah King, Alexandra Siladi
b. Absent: Lou Ursone, Abe Viera
c. Staff & Guests: Marisa Rugo -- DSSD, Cheryl Vukelic – Friends of Belltown working w Rise Up, Holly Danger artist, Aaron Miller, Leah Kagan, Matt from RiseUp, Geraldine Uribe

3. Acceptance of Minutes: Approval of Minutes from September Meeting
a. Gordon made a motion to accept minutes
b. Siladi seconded, minutes were unanimously approved 

4. Chair – Lynne 
a. Seward Johnson bronze sculptures (valued between $30-40K) – one has gone up in Chestnut Hill Park
b. Find a spot to accept them before going through process w Board of Reps – do we want to see if library or Government Center might be interested in person reading? Kagan wants to have an agreed upon location before seeing if there are appropriate places. Certain locations have more restrictions and need for discussion before acceptance
i. Kagan and Miller to discuss with Colatrella and work with city/locations
c. King asks whether we could keep one and sell one to benefit the city’s art program and underwrite a more diverse set of sculptures 
i. Kagan confirmed we’re not set up to sell art and act in a sales distribution manner – should not accept if only going to be interested in selling
d. Matt from RiseUp – asking if he can ask as a fiscal sponsor to accept them. They have sculptures in other cities that are similar and seen as classics. 
e. King asks what we’re seeking to promote to Colatrella’s point about them not being representational of current Stamford culture
f. Kagan confirms don’t want to place them just for the sake of it – Colatrella notes other areas aside from DSSD where they could be a fit.
g. Colatrella proposes that we let him know we can’t accept now, but if he sells them and wants to make a donation to Commission – could accept an in-kind donation for the sale of these pieces
i. Could be filtered through Parks nonprofit arm or directly to the city and earmark for art in the parks? Would come to Commission and go through city for approval
h. King proposes honoring the artist in some manner and write to donor about the best way to showcase his contributes to the culture of the city
i. Think about how to incorporate a more diverse set of art in the landscape, even if on a temporary basis

5. Staff Report – Aaron
a. 2026 Arts and Culture Grant 
i. 30 applications for this year’s cycle – uploading to Google doc and will divide them, will plan on a longer meeting (3 hours) for the Commission to go through process
ii. Chen and Colatrella confirmed recusal for grants to organizations represented by the Commission – Moran recuses himself from organizations that rent the Palace
iii. Ursone agrees with current process
iv. King flagged use of AI for renderings and potentially other portions of application
b. Tourism Campaign (Kagan and Uribe)
i. AARPA funds to highlight businesses in the community – partnering with DSSD and Hey Stamford and invested funds in marketing
ii. Focusing on families and groups of friends
iii. Spring events to think about promoting – key programs happening on the cultural landscape. Can target specific events and demographics
c. 2026 Schedule 
i. Normally is third Wed every other month (with summer break) 
ii. Move meeting start time to 9:30AM – confirmed
iii. January is when we will elect officers – if interested in serving as Chair, Vice Chair or Secretary. Respond and vote at next meeting.
iv. King asked if we can meet more often – Committees should be meeting in between commissions regularly scheduled meetings
1. Commission to think about what committees are relevant to the Commission and send proposal to Colatrella and Miller to discuss better way to break out into Committees

6. Committee Reports
a. Communications – Ellen
i. Challenge in hearing about anything to get involved with and share information about. Grants were biggest initiative.  
ii. Calendar of events from grant recipients to know better when their activity is going on – not sure if they’re necessarily a part of the application.
b. Programming – Lou & Mike
i. No updates
c. Diversity – Alexandra
i. No word from Carmen Hughes

7. Old Business 
a. Film Festival for 2027 – one day event
b. Ursone – with colleagues talking about municipal arts funding, adding a small percentage of hotel tax for funding towards the arts (1% for the arts from development/construction)
i. Kagan will have an update at next meeting
c. Varamo confirmed there was a list of where art was located – war memorials and 5 Seward Johnsons, all throughout the city
i. Colatrella to do a deeper dive into holdings with operations committee from city, to connect with King

8. New Business

a. Cheryl Vukelic & proposed mural at Barrett Park
i. Melanie Hollis called Colatrella to have a meeting w Parks and Rec Commission – to discuss joint plan for murals in the city, want a document with all requirements/guidelines to get approved by Board of Reps
1. Colatrella and King to go to first meeting (tomorrow) along w city rep
ii. Matt (RiseUp) can’t start Sustainable CT fundraiser until they know mural is able to happen – looking to get approval in winter and paint in the spring 2026
iii. Moran asked if this is part of a gift acceptance policy or if we have precedent from train mural parking – no because it was state property (not city)
b. DSSD (Marisa Rugo) and Holly Danger – light projection installation
i. Asked to keep them updated about whether summer sculpture would be impacted – Colatrella confirmed separation per temporary vs permanent installations
ii. Temporary art exhibit on Ferguson library – city creating a plaza near Latham Park and noting struggles to attract visitors on the street with downtown projects
iii. Three month project – “Endless Color” – December > February/March. Turned off at 10pm, can only be seen at night. No impact to sidewalks, will be installed on a rooftop. Enhance the holiday lights
iv. Press Release and social media push – tie into restaurant week in Feb
v. Chen asked about incorporating artwork into Tourism Campaign? Advertising to connect with events happening in spring 2026 – can do Cameos with names encouraging people to visit for a specific event/program
1. Holly opening up her studio to public visits in 2026
c. New leadership for Orchestra Lumos

9. Adjournment – Colatrella moved to adjourn at 10:10AM, Moran seconded, unanimous approval
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