Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting held via Zoom

Monday, November 24, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Carmen Hughes, Sandra Barrett, Debby Goldberg, George
Johnson, Yelena Klompus, Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez, and Ana Gallegos. Ajmal Qureshi provided reasons for
his absence.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:25 pm.

Welcome: Eva thanked council members for attending the meeting and expressed her congratulations on
behalf of the MMC to Mayor Simmons and her team for her reelection. She added that the MMC is looking
forward to continuing to work with Mayor Simmons and her team. Carmen Hughes thanked Eva and said
that she would share her comments with Mayor Simmons, adding that on her behalf, she looked forward to
the next year.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes for the October 27, 2025, meeting. Malinda
Polite made a motion to approve the minutes with any necessary changes and the correction of the word
fun to fund regarding the NAACP dinner invitation. Yelena Klompus seconded the motion. Minutes were
approved as corrected.

Projects/Events Update

*80 years of the United Nations: After discussion, the suggestion was made to wait for Ajmal to return
and help plan for this event.

* Veterans Parade — November 9:

Eva Weller thanked Ana G. and Sandra B. for representing the MMC by participating in the Veterans Parade
held on November 9, 2025. Sandra B. said it was fun, and she felt honored to wave to people attending the
parade, it made me feel the start. Ana said that it was an honor to be walking next to Sandra representing
the MMC because Sandra is a veteran in the Reserves. She hoped that next year there would be more
participation by the MMC because it had been a motion approved unanimously at the MMC meeting. Ana
thanked Carmen for inviting the MMC and the organizations that participated in the MMC events to march in
the parade. Ana added that participants from these organizations expressed their gratitude for the invitation
and opportunity to participate. She suggested that next year the organizations march together with MMC.

*Kindness Project: Eva W. asked Ana to share about the Kindness Project. Ana thanked Eva W. for
sharing the idea about creating a Rock Garden Kindness Project and Carmen for buying all the necessary
materials -- (rocks, acrylic paint, paint brushes, etc.) Ana added that she invited artists Paola Garcia and
Santiago Cabrera to inspire participants. Paola provided examples of designs, and Santiago came in the
afternoon to paint. She said that participants from the Senior Center and people who work in the
Government Center came to the cafeteria to paint at noon. Pilar said that in the afternoon “little kids” came
to paint because they learned about the project from one Moms’ Group.

It was agreed to continue with this initiative on Wednesdays from 12:00 to 2:00pm and 4:00 to 6:00 pm
until December 17. We'll post flyers on the MMC social media and the MMC council will invite their contacts.
Eva W., Ana G., George J., and Pilar P. will be on different dates and times. Eva also mentioned that the
council will ask participants to bring food to donate to the food pantries, if possible. Carmen thanked
everyone who was involved in this initiative. The painted rocks were placed in the front of the Government
Center and other locations in the city. Carmen will have the materials ready for each painting session.

Budget Report:

Eva Weller asked Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar to give an update on the MMC budget report. Shobhna
shared on screen the different events the MMC initiated or participated in and had expenses. She said that
the expenses of $321 (food truck) and $20 (quilt) have been accounted for in the MMC 2025-2026 budget.
She also reported the expense of $1,455 for the purchase of 1.000 MMC bags. Carmen shared that $115 for
supplies for the kindness rock painting project is an expense of the Mayor’s Office, with no additional
expense to the MMC.

Eva informed that for the SPEF 5K Walk event which MMC co-sponsored, the MMC managed a table, and
$101.21 was an in-kind donation from Carmen H. She also thanked Malinda Polite. and Ana Gallegos for



joining her at that event. Ana G. said that $20 for the quilt was paid by Carmen as part of expenses for
Stamford Day.

Shobhna said that she doesn’t have a report yet about the proposal for the replacement expense for two
tents. She reported that to date, there is $6,402,30 remaining in the MMC budget for 2025/2026.

New Business:

Eva shared that according to the MMC by-laws there is no MMC meeting in December, but each year in
January, the MMC has been getting together for a dinner meeting and social. Melinda said that it is a good
idea to meet at the beginning of the year. After discussion it was decided to hold the dinner meeting the
first week of January at the Hampton Inn as was done in the past. Eva will check with Shelly about room
availability.

Carmen Hughes thanked Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, and Ana Gallegos, the MMC
Executive board, for their leadership, as well as all council members for their time and support.

Next Meeting: January 2026
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 pm.
Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



