Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting held via Zoom

Monday, October 27, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Sandra Barrett, Francise Jean-Louis, Yelena Klompus, Sonal
Patel, Pilar Pelaez, and Ana Gallegos. Carmen Hughes, Debby Goldberg, and Ajmal Qureshi provided reasons
for their absence.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:23 pm.
Welcome: Eva thanked council members for attending the meeting.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes for the September 29, 2025, meeting.
Malinda Polite made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Sandra Barrett seconded the motion.
Minutes were approved as read.

Projects/Events Update

*80 years of the United Nations: Eva read a message from Ajmal who offered to speak at and help to
plan an event to recognize the 80t anniversary of the United Nations. Please review the article Ajmal wrote in
honor of the United Nations at 80. We'll wait for him to return to plan for this event.

* Veterans Parade — November 9:

Eva Weller shared that Carmen invited the MMC to participate in the Veterans Parade to be held on
November 7, 2025. Groups will meet at 11:00 am outside the Police Station. The Parade will start at noon
with the ending ceremony at Veterans Park. Eva shared that Carmen is coordinating the participation of
groups and organizations that previously participated in the Memorial Day Parade. After the discussion, Eva
asked for a motion for MMC to participate. Ana Gallegos motioned for the MMC to participate in the Veterans
Day Parade. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Eva will send an email to
members with more details, and she will also encourage members to participate.

* Diwali celebrations

Eva W. thanked Malinda P. and Shobhna B. for representing the MMC and attending the Diwali celebration
presented by GOPIO of CT. She asked Malinda to share about the event. Malinda said it was a nice and well-
attended event that took place at Westover School. She said it was new to her and she enjoyed watching the
kids dance and participate in activities. She was asked to present the Proclamation on behalf of Mayor
Simmons and the City of Stamford. Shobhna thanked Malinda for joining her to celebrate this special
festival.

Eva W. thanked Ana G. and Meera B. for representing the MMC and attending the Diwali celebration at the
Government Center and asked Ana to share about the event. Ana said that she was grateful for

attending this special celebration - the Diwali Proclamation Ceremony at the Government Center on October
21. Many leaders from the Hindi community attended. Mayor Caroline Simmons presented a proclamation
and expressed her congratulations because Diwali is now officially recognized as a State Holiday in CT.

* Poland - Slowianie 15th Anniversary Celebration Concert

Eva thanked Ana G. for attending and representing the MMC at the Polish Slowianie Polish Folklore Dance Group
event to which all MMC members were invited. Ana said that she was welcomed by Sviatlana Habis (Lana),
the instructor, and other members. It was a wonderful, well-attended event celebrating the 15th Anniversary
of the Slowianie Folk Group. It took place at the Polish Saturday School in Stamford on October 11.

* The Norma & Milton Mann Annual Lecture

Eva thanked Yelena K. for joining her and attending the JHSFC Norma & Milton Mann Annual Lecture: "The
White Rose Resistance” presented by historian and author Dr. Jud Newborn. Eva said that it was open to the
community and the timely topics and messages were not only important to the Jewish community but to
everyone. Yelena shared that it was an excellent event. Its history is related to the movement of the White
Rose, organized by young German University students who initially were pro-Hitler, but later became anti-
Nazi resistance fighters because the Nazis persecuted Jews and many other groups. She said it was a
powerful and moving lecture and congratulated Eva for leading the initiative.



Budget Report:

Eva Weller asked Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar to give an update to the MMC budget report. Shobhna
shared on screen the different events the MMC has initiated or participated in and have some expenses.
Shobhna said some payments from Stamford Day needed to be confirmed. She added that for two Salsa
nights, the total expenses were $1,450.00.

Ana suggested checking with the Mayor’s Office because Eva Weller and Ana had submitted invoices from
Stamford Day and the two Salsa Nights. Pilar P. made the connections with the food trucks for Stamford
Day, and invoices have not been submitted. Eva said that in-kind expenses should be added to the budget,
so we have an accurate accounting of the full value of all items:

Salsa Nights: In-kind $260 Graphic Design pro-bono from Barbara Ochino for lawn signs; Family Day: water
and snacks (Carmen); SPEF event: MMC participation: $101.21 (mandarins/oranges and water); Salsa
Nights: In-kind tent from Carmen Hughes.

Shobhna informed that to date, there is $7,975 budget remaining. Shobhna will check with Carmen and the
Mayor’s Office and have updates for the next meeting.

Eva reported that two banners are broken and two tents are missing. After a discussion about replacing
them, Eva asked for motions. Yelena Klompus made a motion that the MMC buy two tents with MMC logos.
Malinda Polite seconded the motion. The motion carried for the purchase of two tents.

A second motion was presented. Sandra Barrett motioned to repair or buy new banners. Yelena Klompus
seconded the motion. The motion was accepted unanimously. Eva will discuss motions with Carmen.

*Kindness Project: Eva W. asked for ideas for the Kindness Project that will begin in November. Ana G.
showed on screen the Garden of Rocks, an idea shared by Eva W., and Ana suggested painting them as a
community activity. Yelena Klompus suggested donating food, since many families are facing food insecurity.
After discussion, Ana Gallegos made the motion “To invite the community to paint and create a Kindness
Garden at the Government Center and invite artists to guide the activity”. Participants will be asked to bring
food to donate to the food pantries. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. Eva will ask Carmen about how to
proceed with the purchase of materials.

New Business:

*Joy of Music Concert: Eva Weller informed that long-time MMC friend and supporter Barbara Ochino
invited the MMC to enjoy the free Joy of Music concert on Thursday at St. John’s Lutheran Church where she
and Carmine Marino will perform.

*Wellness Expo 2025: Malinda Polite invited the MMC to attend the Wellness event that will take place on
Saturday, November 1, at Stamford UConn, from 12:00 to 5:00 pm. It will be a free community event with
multicultural celebrations, products, services, interactive classes, live demonstrations, gifts, raffle prizes &
resources. She asked Ana to share the flyer on MMC social media.

*Stamford Board of Education Candidates Forum: Ana shared that PLTI/UConn PEP graduates, and
SPEF presented a Forum with the Board of Education Candidates. It took place on Sunday, October 26, at
the Government Center. The forum was held in Spanish with English interpretation.

*Stamford NAACP Freedom Fun Dinner: Malinda said the event has been postponed.

*Let’s Talk Kids and Young Initiatives: Yelena shared that the Youth Service Library is offering a new
initiative for children. Let's Talk Kids Edition and Let's Talk Teen Edition with age-appropriate activities,
educational games, and conversations for children and teenagers who either recently arrived or still struggle
with English.

*Jamaica: Sandra Barrett asked for prayers for Jamaica as they prepare for Hurricane Melissa, a storm that
could be one of the strongest ever to hit the island.

*SNUI: Ana shared that the coalition Stamford Norwalk United for Immigrants (SNUI) is working on initiatives to
help immigrants. They have different committees such as: Court companion, Education Committee, and Mutual
Aid.

*Sad news: Pilar shared that Lucas Romero’s wife passed away. A GoFundMe page has been opened for
donations. She will send more information.

Next Meeting: Monday, November 24, 2025
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm.
Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



