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Meeting Notice 
 

Date:  Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
Time: 9:00 AM 
Place:  Mayor’s Conference Room & Zoom  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89672831481 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,89672831481# US (New York) 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 896 7283 1481 

 
 

Agenda 
1. Call to Order – 9:13am 

 
2. Roll Call 

a. Present: Colatrella, Moran, Gordon, Siladi, Ursone, King, Chen 
b. Staff & Guests: Kagan, Miller, Uribe 

i. No one from Board of Reps in attendance 
ii. Not in attendance: Viera Jr. 

 
3. Acceptance of Minutes: Approval of Minutes from May Meeting 

a. Alexandra corrected date from May meeting 
b. Mr. Moran made motion to approve the minutes, Colatrella moved, Ursone seconded, minutes 

were unanimously approved 
 

4. Chair report – Colatrella  
a. Nothing to report 

 
5. Staff Report – Miller 

a. Time for 2026 arts and culture grant process to begin – Miller to circulate the materials with 
Commission for review before they’re distributed 

b. Grantees getting final reports in before they can apply for coming year – if their program hasn’t 
yet taken place, sending in a draft before they’re finalized 
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c. Planning to get the process started and applications out by October 
d. Setting up schedule to meet and review proposals 
e. Colatrella requested list of which programs have been completed – Miller to circulate, no one has 

asked for more time 
f. King asked about how to apply as an artist herself and whether it’s a conflict of interest – Moran 

confirmed she can submit grant as long as a different person on the Commission reviews the 
application 

i. Gordon specified you have to be sponsored as a nonprofit/operating as 
ii. Colatrella asks about whether it’s appropriate to expand grant to individual artists who 

aren’t operating as a nonprofit – is there a way to allocate funds for these purposes within 
grant funding system? 

1. Miller to verify from a Legal and Procurement perspective whether at the city 
level there would be any reason why individuals wouldn’t be able to receive a 
distribution of funds from the grants 

g. Kagan discussed ads in the Advocate as an arts and culture round-up of what’s going on in the 
city – have to spend funds by end of September 

i. Uribe and Miller would normally ask for updates from orgs on what’s coming up in the 
next month to add to the calendar, hard to ascertain ROI for the orgs 

ii. $1K left – thinking about targeting few specific places for targeting ad strategy to get 
teed up before year-end, doing an inquiry for what’s happening between Nov-Dec and do 
a “best of” list including Parade, opening of Planetarium, any other grantee events taking 
place 

iii. Will there be another allocation of funds after Sept? Miller to find out whether it was still 
on hold about being resumed – if we can apply we will, might be reevaluating grant  

iv. Gordon would like to make a request for Mayor’s Gallery reopening – first install in three 
weeks, can forward details, opening Oct 16 – public reception Oct 23 

h. Uribe has an update on grant application working with DSSD – Stamford Downtown Special 
Services District – humanities grant application from Mike Moore President, looking to set up a 
virtual walking tour of downtown areas 

i. Include placards of historic buildings, highlighting how downtown and main street has 
changed (or not) over time 

ii. They’re applying in December 
iii. Colatrella mentioned previous attempt with posters in front of the buildings, but was not 

maintained – biggest question is on maintaining and where funding is to keep them up 
over time? 

iv. Will have small markers and QR codes – do the buildings agree to have them placed 
there? 

v. Gordon asked about historical society as they hosted a walking tour when Renee Kahn 
led it – might have script still available, could partner with DSSD who needs at least 2 
historians 

vi. King raised need for an artist to be involved – learning about identities through art/culture 
1. Gordon mentioned these areas would need to be under DSSD jurisdiction 
2. Kagan confirmed that it would be more within the architecture lens, not in the 

scope of a cultural/community framing 
3. Colatrella wanted to raise concern about how much “stuff” there is in downtown 

so as not to overwhelm the area with distractions 
 

6. Committee Reports 
a. Communications: Nothing to report from Gordon 
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b. Programming: Ursone has nothing to report since we have no showmobile 
i. Colatrella is working with Matt (?) on celebration of city parks for summer 2026 

ii. Moran mentioned one free play reading series at Palace – coming up on Friday, a bluesy 
southern rock concert – look at the Palace website 

iii. Colatrella nominated Lou Chen to serve on Programming, Gordon seconded, unanimous 
approval 

c. Diversity: Miller to share Carmen Hughes email address  
i. Colatrella to connect Siladi with Holly O’Brien  

 
7. Old Business  

a. Film Festival – scheduling a meeting in October with reps from state to hone in on our goals 
i. Applied for NEA grant – not reliant on this funding, will there be a matching component? 

ii. Looking to raise corporate sponsorship and create a realistic budget 
iii. Main goals are to support media industry and workforce, and host film screenings and 

think about bandwidth  
b. King asked about where the archive storage is located? Is there a physical unit? Bringing in an 

initiative for young artists to be included in the legacy of the art within the city 
i. Colatrella confirmed there is a place where the art itself lives, she will reach out to John 

Varamo – will put King in touch with Melissa Rogo (?) heading up public art downtown 
8. New Business 

a. Colatrella asked about grant funding total – Miller confirmed this year will be at $200K 
i. Gordon asked to ensure we have our logo included as a requirement (Moran confirmed 

this is part of the process) 
b. Moran went around to ask about updates from commissioners in terms of the organizations they 

represent 
i. Chen mentioned upcoming programs from INTEMPO 

ii. King brought up opening at JCC tomorrow – invited all commissioners to attend 
iii. Ursone – Curtain Call shows coming up, everything rolling along, thinking about where 

Shakespeare in the Park goes from here 
iv. Colatrella – Scripts on Tap at the Palace, Oct 20, “Witches” 
v. Moran – Palace going to be closed for the summer, reopening on Sept 26 

9. Adjournment – Moran motion to adorn 9:56am, seconded, unanimous approval 


