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How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  __Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage___________________ 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ___N/A_____________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: __190 Fifth Street_______________________________ 
City or town: _Stamford___ State: ___CT_______ County: _Fairfield____  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
___A             ___B           ___C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

  In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1_______   ______1_______  buildings 

 
_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____________   ______________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
______1_______   _______1_______  Total 

 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __0_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 MID-19TH CENTURY/Picturesque Cottage 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: WOOD/clapboard 
          STONE/fieldstone 

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Leeds Gardener Cottage is a modest, mid-19th-century cottage in Stamford, Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, built as an outbuilding to an estate and as a residence for employed labor. It is a rare 
survivor from a time when Strawberry Hill Avenue was lined with estates and large farms. Two 
mid-20th-century additions are set back from the main elevations of the house and allow the 
original form, massing and architectural details of the cottage to dominate the facade. Structural 
remains of foundations associated with barns for the larger estate survive in the northern half of 
the property. Historic stone, wood and plaster construction materials, reflect the design, 
workmanship, feeling and association of an ancillary residence to a historic estate with extensive 
acreage and outbuildings.  
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Narrative Description  
Setting 
 
Located on Fifth Street in the Strawberry Hill neighborhood north of downtown Stamford, the 
property is approximately 650 feet west of the intersection with Strawberry Hill Avenue, a 
north/south local thoroughfare connecting to downtown. The surrounding blocks are largely 
residential, within twentieth century subdivisions with lot sizes under one acre. Revonah Manor 
(National Register-Listed, 1986), an early 20th century development of houses, is located to the 
west. The campus of Strawberry Hill School occupies the nearly 11-acre area between Fifth 
Street, Strawberry Hill Avenue to the east and Strawberry Hill Court to the south (a crosswalk 
from the school terminates in front of the subject property), and the compound of St. Bridget’s 
Church occupies nearly 9 acres at 274 Strawberry Hill Avenue to the north. The rehabbed 
c.1860s C. J. Starr barn carriage house (National Register-Listed, 1979) across Fifth Street on the 
Strawberry Hill School campus is the only other surviving 19th century building in the immediate 
area. The land slopes down gradually to the west/southwest (Figures 1-2). 
 
The Leed’s Gardener Cottage is set back approximately 15 feet from Fifth Street, on a narrow 
0.63-acre parcel that is approximately 270 feet deep and has 100 feet of frontage. The cottage 
and additions have an L-shaped footprint, which measures approximately 46 feet wide and 54 
feet deep. Slate walks connect the public sidewalk to the front portico and main entrance on the 
east elevation, as well as a paved drive on the east side of the house to the main entrance and a 
slate patio in the space created by the ell (approximately 14 feet wide and 18 feet deep) on the 
north side of the house to the back half of the property. Other landscaping in the immediate 
vicinity of the house includes some gravel areas against foundation walls, foundation shrub 
plantings, lawn, and areas of pachysandra ground cover. A privet hedge, about 50 feet long, 
grows on the north side of the sidewalk at the west end of the property. Several mature deciduous 
trees are located around the house, and a couple are further back on the property. The first 50 feet 
of the eastern property boundary from Fifth Street is approximately 5 feet east of a short 
fieldstone wall, lined by arborvitae, on the eastern abutter’s property (Photographs 1-5). 
 
The driveway to the east of the house leads to a small parking area on the north side of the 
building and to a shed and the remnants of earlier structures. These include part of a concrete 
driveway that dates to the early 20th century, the asphalt pad of a 20th century tennis court, and 
stone foundation walls for 19th and early 20th century barn buildings (Photographs 6-7). 
 
 
Cottage (Contributing Building 1878-79, with 1957 additions) 
Exterior 
The cottage is a modest symmetrical, two-story, three-bay, side-gabled, wood-frame building, 
built c.1878-79, with an entrance portico and projecting second floor gabled bay above. The 
original house has been enlarged with two 20th-century additions for a total irregular footprint of 
approximately 1,420 sq. ft. The original cottage is 26 feet wide by 22 feet deep. An 
approximately 18-foot-long, 6-foot-wide, shed-roofed extension is attached to the north (rear) 
wall. A one-story addition on the west elevation measures 20 feet wide by 16 feet deep; and an 
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ell off the northeast corner of the house measures 16 feet wide by 32 feet deep. Both additions 
are one-story, two-bay, wood frame structures with gable roofs and date to 1957. Together, the 
additions create an L-shape in which sits a partially enclosed patio area at the back of the house. 
All roofs are covered with asphalt shingles (Photographs 1-4). 
 
The original cottage sits on a rubble fieldstone foundation that is heavily mortared with Portland 
cement. The stone foundation is exposed on the facade (south elevation), south ends of the east 
and west elevations, and west side of the shed-roofed extension. The front door is reached by two 
steps to a wood porch beneath the portico. The house is sheathed in wood clapboard siding 
finished with narrow skirt and corner boards. Fenestration on the original cottage is symmetrical. 
Windows are set in rectangular openings with simple wood surrounds of flat casing finished with 
narrow convex molding along the outer edge of the top and sides, and narrow wood sills. First-
floor windows are 6-over-6, double-hung wood sash, except for a centered narrow pair on the 
east elevation, which have 4-over-4 sash. Second-floor windows are also 6-over-6 sash, except 
for the two flanking the projecting center gable which have 3-over-3 sash. The roof of the cottage 
has wide overhanging eaves. The shed roof of the north (rear) extension is finished with the same 
molding as the pent roof and portico on the façade. A small brick chimney is centered on the 
ridgeline. 
 
Modest architectural ornamentation on the facade and at the eaves reflects elements of rural 
Gothic and Italianate-style design. A strong horizontal line is created on the façade by a wide 
molding along the flat portico roof that carries across to flanking pent roof sections across the 
entire elevation. The pent roof is supported by stepped ogee brackets, while paired square 
columns with simpler, flat ogee brackets above square astragals, support the portico. A railing 
comprised of a lower rail, turned balusters, and a handrail, connects each column to the face of 
the house. The door surround has the same configuration as the window surrounds and is flanked 
by full-height decorative shutters. The entrance contains narrow French casement doors, each 
with five lights, and a two-light transom. The window in the projecting bay above the portico has 
a segmental arch and is accented by a wood sill course that wraps around all three sides of the 
bay. Long brackets that rise from the sill course to the eaves are on both sides of the bay at each 
corner. Matching brackets are present on all four corners of the cottage. Seven brackets of the 
same design, though shorter, support the east and west side eaves (Photograph 1). 
 
The 1957 additions sit on concrete foundations and are sheathed in clapboard with narrow corner 
and skirt boards matching those of the original cottage. The northeastern addition resulted in 
alterations at the northeast corner of the cottage. Each of the additions has an entry door; those 
on the west addition and a new door in the rear extension are on the north (rear) side  and provide 
access to the patio and yard, while the door in the northeast corner ell is the present-day main 
entrance. That entry comprises a dutch door flanked by 4-pane sidelights; the door in the west 
addition is also a dutch door, and all three doors have lower panels with raised cross trim beneath 
9-lights above and wood screen doors. Window surrounds in the 1957 additions consist of flat 
narrow casings with top drip edge and narrow sills. Most windows are 6-over-6 wood sash with 
wood frame exterior storms, though each of the three additions has a large picture window 
looking out on the back yard, with rectangular panes oriented horizontally. The roofs of the 
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larger additions have modest overhangs. Small brick chimneys rise through the west addition and 
rear ell (Photographs 2-4). 
 
Interior 
The first floor plan of the original cottage was expanded in 1957 with the two additions, which 
more than doubled the living area and involved changes to accommodate a new circulation 
pattern. The second-floor remains largely unchanged. 
 
While the house retains its original front entrance, the main entrance shifted to the east elevation 
with the 1957 alterations. It opens into a wide hallway within the northeast ell that opens into the 
main living room, second-floor stairwell and a hall to the kitchen (Photographs 8-9). 
 
The first floor of the original cottage consists of a living room, dining room and kitchen. 
Flooring is a second generation of wood planking, 3-1/4” wide. East and south perimeter walls 
are plaster, as are the east wall of the dining room and possibly the south wall of the kitchen. 
Walls are finished with wide baseboard topped with ogee molding (the ogee is missing in the 
dining room) and picture rail ceiling molding. The front door, kitchen door and window openings 
have flat window casing with a beaded edge and outer compound molding (missing on the dining 
room window); casing beneath the flat sills has a beaded edge (Photographs 10, 11, 12). 
 
The living room, on the east side of the house, runs the full depth of the cottage from the hall to 
the front (south), and is nearly double the width of the rooms on the west side of the cottage. It is 
entered from the hall through a wide opening that also exposes the first four steps of the stairs to 
the second floor. The west wall terminates about 6 feet from the front/south wall of the cottage 
and is sheathed in varied-width, vertical tongue-and-groove, painted pine boards that wrap 
around the south end of the chimney mass; it is finished with a cornice molding. It features a 
central fireplace, with a simple Eastlake style wood surround with turned spindles separating 
shelves above and on either side of the brick firebox beneath a flat manel with curved molding. 
The hearth comprises 6-inch-square, rust-colored encaustic tiles. The fireplace is flanked by a 
built-in bookcase to the right/north (Photographs 9-10). 
 
The dining room is located at the southwest corner of the cottage; the original wall between the 
dining and living rooms was opened and a cased north-south carrying beam across the 
approximately 6 ½ foot opening marks its former location. The door opening from the dining 
room into the western addition has modern casing, and modern louvered doors open into it and 
the kitchen on the north wall. A blown glass, ceiling pendant lamp is centered within the dining 
room (Photograph 11). 
 
The kitchen and laundry are within the original cottage. It has linoleum floors, wood cabinets 
and stainless-steel edged linoleum countertops, much of which dates to the 1957 work. Window 
and door casings are flat with a beaded edge. Casings date to 1957 and have a Colonial-style 
profile. The door to the basement is original to the house, as is the flat casing with beaded edge. 
The northern wall of the extension in the kitchen, where the picture window is located, is 
sheathed in wood paneling. An exterior door opens onto the patio from the laundry area  
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(Photographs 12-13). General Electric heat registers, installed c.1920, are located in the kitchen, 
dining room, living room, upstairs bedroom and bathroom (Photograph 14). 
 
Winder stairs to the second floor are at the original location of the cottage’s north wall and the 
current interior wall of the kitchen extension. The string, treads, risers and skirt board are 
original, although an intermittent gap where they meet the north wall is the result of new 
sheetrock from opening up the north wall of the cottage for the 1957 addition. The newel post 
and banister are not original (Photograph 15). 
 
On the second floor, four doors off a short hall at the top of the stairs lead to a bathroom, small 
storage room centered on the arched windows of the front elevation, and two bedrooms. Flooring 
is 20th-century wood plank and linoleum. Walls and ceilings are plaster; baseboard with ogee 
molding, picture rail, and door and window casings are original; side casings have a beaded edge 
while the top casings are flat. Three original four-panel doors with original hardware also survive 
(Photographs 16-17). 
 
The entrance to the basement is in the laundry area beneath the stairs to the second floor; it has 
an original four-panel wood door and hardware as well as original bead edge side casing and 
plain top casing (Photograph 18). The open tread steps descend against the north foundation 
wall. The floor is concrete, foundation walls are parged fieldstone, and the painted brick chimney 
base is somewhat centrally located. Original framing has up and down sash-saw marks. An 
original 3-light wood frame basement awning window survives, as does the wood plank door at 
the southwest corner. An access panel at the base of the steps opens into the north side of the 
house beneath the addition; the stone foundation of the original kitchen extension can be seen 
approximately 6 feet from the main foundation wall (Photographs 19, 20, 21). 
 
The western addition is a single open space with a cathedral ceiling, which has paired cross 
beams and acoustic ceiling tiles. The room is finished with a parquet floor and a fireplace with a 
19th-century iron stove insert centered on its west end. Wood wall paneling is purportedly from 
the second Presbyterian Church at 90 Broad Street (used until 1958). A pass-through opening  in 
the east wall, made in what had been an original window opening on the north end of the original 
house, connects to the kitchen; it is flanked by shelving with built-in cabinets below. 
(Photographs 22-23). 
 
The northeastern wing addition off the corner of the house was built as a main bedroom suite and 
has a short center hall, flanked by a bathroom and a walk-in closet, that leads into a 16-foot-wide 
by 12-foot-deep room. Floors are linoleum and carpet and the walls and ceiling are sheetrock. 
(Photograph 24). 
 
 
Garden Shed (Non-Contributing Building – c. 1940) 
A one-story, side-gabled, wood-frame shed, sits about 150 feet behind the house on the edge of a 
former tennis court area, on pre-existing stone foundations. It measures 30 feet wide by 16 feet 
deep.  It has tongue-and-groove clapboard siding, flat corner boards and casings. The south 
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elevation has three grouped six-light wood awning windows, a door opening with a six-panel 
wood door toward the west end and paired full-height swing doors of vertical boards. 
 
The roof is clad in asphalt shingles and is topped by a vented cupola and copper weathervane. A 
20-light, horizontal, fixed picture window, matching those on the back side of the house, is 
centered on the west elevation. The north elevation has a six-panel wood door toward the west 
end (mirroring that on the front elevation) and two window openings with two-light wood 
awning windows. The doors and some of the windows, clapboard and hardware appear to be 
older materials (Photograph 25). 
 
 
Integrity 
 
The Leed’s Gardener Cottage retains integrity of location facing Fifth Street and the adjacent 
barn of the C. J. Starr estate. The extant stone foundations at the rear of the property speak to the 
configuration of the site as part of a much larger estate from its construction through c.1930. 
These features combine to offer a glimpse of the original setting of a 19th century service 
dwelling within an estate that fronted Strawberry Hill Avenue, despite the alterations resulting 
from the subdivision of the property and the development of residential lots.  
 
The overall form and massing of the cottage as built is evident through the structure itself: its 
footprint has always had a front entry porch and kitchen extension (although the latter was 
enlarged sometime prior to 1944). The original portion of the cottage, with original windows and 
architectural details such as exterior brackets, moldings, plaster and framing, represent the 
materials and convey the workmanship and feeling of a modest 19th century wood frame cottage 
for estate labor. The 1957 additions are set behind the plane of the cottage, allowing the original 
form, design and massing of the cottage to be legible. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 

X
 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
SOCIAL HISTORY 
ARCHITECTURE___  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1878-1943  
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
  1878-79: original construction  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 N/A________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 _unknown___________ 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage is locally significant for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A in the area of Social History as housing for out-servant estate 
labor.1 Its identified occupants document local trends and differences in the ethnicity of those 
employed at the estate over time. It is also significant under Criterion C in the area of 
architecture as a local interpretation of a picturesque cottage for estate labor. In the 19th century, 
farms and estates of various sizes lined Strawberry Hill Avenue in this area, and most included 
some combination of barn, carriage house and/or dwelling for non-domestic workers in addition 
to the main house. Growth of the city and the demolition of over 1000 buildings during urban 
renewal has resulted in greater urban density and fewer 18th and 19th century structures in 
Stamford generally and the Strawberry Hill area specifically. The first development of the 
property on which the cottage sits, much larger than the current parcel, was construction of the 
c.1866-67 barn and carriage house, followed in 1878-79 by erection of a cottage facing Fifth 
Street as the new owner, Jennie Hatch Leeds, made plans to build her own grand home along 
Strawberry Hill Avenue. Jennie Leeds was the recent widow of a member of the locally 
prominent Leeds family, with a family of five children. The economic status of Jennie Leeds and 
subsequent owners enabled them to employ and house both domestic servants and out-servants. 
The cottage is a simple but elegant interpretation of mid-19th century picturesque design 
elements frequently advocated for rural and suburban settings. Two additions made in 1957 sit 
back from and respect the architecture of the original cottage, which is an unusually intact 
survivor in the City of Stamford, Connecticut. The period of significance extends from its 
original construction in 1878-79 to the sale of the cottage property in its current lot size in 1943 
when it no longer served as out-servant housing. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
CRITERION A: Social History 
 
Summary  
The Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage is significant as an unusual survivor of this type of dwelling 
both in the Strawberry Hill area and the City of Stamford more broadly. From the middle of the 
19th century through the first decades of the 20th century, wealthy Stamford denizens with multi-
acre estates housed domestic servants within their homes but built carriage houses and cottages on 
the grounds for employees responsible for grounds and gardens. The locations of these 
outbuildings were both a practical matter and a marker of the subservient status of their occupants. 
The design might be in a style like that of the main house but was always simpler than the owner’s 

 
1 “Out-servant” labor refers to people employed in estate jobs outside the main house, including, gardeners, grounds 
maintenance, coachmen, and chauffeurs.  
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residence. With the development of the original Leeds estate as well as of other former estate 
properties into small lots, this cottage provides an important window onto the life of out-service 
employees across five decades from 1880 into the 1930s. Further, the service occupants of the 
cottage and of the one-time carriage house reflect the changing ethnic and cultural backgrounds 
both over time and as compared to domestic servants.  
 
The expansion of Post Civil War industrialization led to a host of economic, social and 
demographic changes in Connecticut as in much of the country. The increasing need for mill 
workers led to the movement of people from rural areas to factory towns and urban areas. The 
expanding workforce and growing wealth of management created demand for more merchants and 
professionals to supply goods and services. Industrial titans emerged, but so too did wealthy 
businessmen, bankers and lawyers. Among the signifiers of a wealthy lifestyle were disposable 
income and leisure time, and the landscaped estates and gentleman’s farms with main houses, 
gardens, a variety of outbuildings, and housing for the men and women in service to the owner 
were an expression of the prestige of that lifestyle.2  
 
Stamford’s growth occurred after the arrival of the railroad in 1848 and with the flourishing of 
manufacturers from the 1870s through the 1930s, such as the Yale and Towne Lock Company. The 
city’s population tripled between 1850 and 1900 from 5,000 to 18,839, doubled to 40,067 by 1920 
and stood at 61,215 people in 1940. 3 The growing workforce, in mills and service alike, came 
from the ranks of Irish immigrants escaping the Great Famine in the 1840s-1860s, and after the 
Civil War, in the 1870s-80s, Germans, English, Irish and Scandinavians fleeing economic hardship 
or religious persecution for a better life.4 Immigrants from Italy and Eastern Europe began arriving 
in greater numbers in the 1890s but shied away from service jobs due in part to rising xenophobia; 
native born servants and laborers were increasingly favored over new immigrants by the turn of 
the century.5  
 
The employment of servant labor tended to be an urban phenomenon given that it was also where 
businessmen and bankers, wealthy industrialists and educated professionals lived.6 This was 
reflected in Stamford through the combination of full-time residents and part-time New Yorkers, 
many of whom found Strawberry Hill to be a convenient locale. Summer homes, farms and estates 
could be found in the mid-19th century in this neighborhood just north of downtown (Figures 3, 

 
2 Spencer-Wood, Suzanne. “The Historic Archaeology of Nineteenth Century American Cultural Landscapes: A 
Review,” Landscape Journal, Vol.21, No.1 (2002), pp173-182; accessed via  https://www.jstor.org/stable/43323579. 
“A Gilded Age Gentleman Farm in Each New England State,” New  England Historical Society; accessed via 
https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/six-gilded-age-gentleman-farms-new-england/. 
3 “Population of Towns of Connecticut from 1800-2020,” Connecticut State Register and Manual, Section IX 
(Secretary of State); accessed via https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sots/register-manual-_-bluebook/sectionix/population-
of-towns-of-connecticut-1800-to-2020.pdf and https://portal.ct.gov/sots/register-manual/section-vii/population-
1900-1960 
4 “A Condensed History of Stamford, Connecticut,” Stamford History Center; accessed via 
https://stamfordhistory.org/a-condensed-history-of-stamford-ct/ 
5 Sutherland, Daniel E. Americans and Their Servants: Domestic Service in the United States from 1800 to 1920 
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1981) pg 48-59; accessed via 
https://archive.org/details/americanstheirse0000suth 
6 Ibid. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/43323579
https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/six-gilded-age-gentleman-farms-new-england/
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sots/register-manual-_-bluebook/sectionix/population-of-towns-of-connecticut-1800-to-2020.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sots/register-manual-_-bluebook/sectionix/population-of-towns-of-connecticut-1800-to-2020.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/register-manual/section-vii/population-1900-1960
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/register-manual/section-vii/population-1900-1960
https://stamfordhistory.org/a-condensed-history-of-stamford-ct/
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4). Census records show that these estates employed domestic servants to run the house, gardeners 
to care for the grounds, and coachmen responsible for the horses and carriages, the primary means 
of local transportation in the 19th century, and later chauffeurs.7 In general, where the hired labor 
lived was a direct reflection of two factors. The first was the social hierarchy of owners well above 
the hired help, an extension of the “landscape of power” created on plantations,8 and the second 
the proximity to the work they were hired to do as a practical matter of efficiency. As service jobs 
came with room and board, it meant that domestics were housed in attics or wings of the main 
house, unseen and unheard, while gardeners, coachmen and chauffeurs lived in housing on the 
grounds. Nevertheless, all of these service jobs were sought after as the accommodations were in 
fact often better than housing in- and out-servants could afford otherwise, and the out-servants 
could live with their families.9 
 
The property Jennie Hatch Leeds (1847-1928) bought in 187810 had been one of two parcels owned 
by Peter Moller (1809-1879), a German immigrant who, with his brother William, learned the 
sugar refining business at the firm of Woolsey & Co. in London and became wealthy in the 
business in New York; his main residence was on Fifth Avenue. Moller owned and occupied a 
house on a small parcel some 400 feet south of Fifth Street and built a barn and carriage house 
(c.1866-67) on the property he sold to Leeds.11  
 
When Jennie Leeds purchased the Fifth Street property in October 1878, it was not long after her 
husband, Edward, had died in an asylum in Litchfield, having quit-claimed their home on Atlantic 
Avenue in Stamford to her. Edward Leeds, son of John W. Leeds, longtime resident and president 
of Stamford National Bank in the 1860s and 1870s, had been a successful businessman in his own 
right at Stamford Manufacturing Co., with real estate valued at $30,000 and a personal estate at 
$50,000 in 1870.12  A newly widowed mother of five with recently inherited means, Jennie moved 
her family to a more rural part of town. With her purchase of the property at Strawberry Hill Road 
and Fifth Street, she intended to build “an elegant residence.”13 Within two weeks of purchasing 
the 17.43 acre parcel, Jennie sold the northern 8 acres to George H. Hoyt, a Stamford Savings 
Bank president, for $7,000;14 he built his own grand home on the property by 1889. Other 
neighboring properties included the estates of John S. Kelso, a retired real estate dealer; Charles J. 
Starr, a wealthy New York merchant; Richard H. Rickard, a broker; William R. Fosdick, a retired 
banker; the Strawberry Hill Fruit Farm started c.1830 by Ezra Dibble and run by his son William 
through his death in 1883 (the Leeds estate was originally part of the Dibble land holdings, see 

 
7 Us Federal Censuses for 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940; accessed via ancestry.com 
8 Spencer-Wood, op. cit. 
9 Sutherland, op. cit. p. 113. 
10 Stamford Land Records, Vol.55, P. 622, 10/14/1878. 
11 “Obituary, Peter Moller,” (New York Herald: February 19, 1879); accessed via 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn83030313/1879-02-19/ed-1/?dl=page&q=peter+moller&sp=10. “Town of Stamford, 
Fairfield County, Connecticut.” Atlas of New York and Vicinity (New York: F. W. Beers, 1867). David Rumsey Map 
Collection; accessed via https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~256627~5520496:Town-
of-Stamford,-Fairfield-County,?sort=author%2Cpub_list_no. 
12 Stamford City Directories; US Federal Census, op.cit., 1870; accessed via ancestry.com. $30,000 and $50,000 in 
1870 were equivalent to about $735,000 and $1.2 million respectively today. 
13 “The Moller property on Strawberry Hill,” Stamford Advocate, October 25, 1878, p.2; accessed via ancestry.com. 
14 Stamford Land Records, Vol.55 p.632, November 1, 1878. 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn83030313/1879-02-19/ed-1/?dl=page&q=peter+moller&sp=10
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY%7E8%7E1%7E256627%7E5520496:Town-of-Stamford,-Fairfield-County,?sort=author%2Cpub_list_no
https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY%7E8%7E1%7E256627%7E5520496:Town-of-Stamford,-Fairfield-County,?sort=author%2Cpub_list_no
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Figure 5); and a portion of the extensive land holdings of Alfred Hoyt, a wealthy former West 
Indies trader and farmer from one of Stamford’s founding families. Each of these properties, on 
varying acreage, had a main residence and landscaped drive leading to one or more outbuildings, 
barns and service residences (Figures 3, 4). 
 
Presumably with a view to having a presence on the Strawberry Hill property while construction 
of the house was planned and undertaken, Jennie had a cottage built soon after acquisition (1878-
79); it appears for the first time in an atlas published in 1879, together with the barn and carriage 
house built by Moller (Figure 3). In the 1880 census, taken in June, Jennie and her children still 
lived in their home on Atlantic Avenue, but by September 1880, Jennie had remarried to Henry 
Geib, a divorced physician.15  
 
The new main residence for Jennie Leeds and Dr. Henry Geib was built just two years after the 
cottage, in 1880-81, on the now approximately 9-acre parcel.16 The Henry P. Geib M.D. house, as 
it was known, was illustrated in Picturesque Stamford published in 189217 (Figure 6). It was a 
rather large and imposing asymmetrical picturesque dwelling with crossing gables, a turret, tower, 
oriel and tracery, and shared none of the design elements of the cottage. The cottage had been built 
to face Fifth Street near the barn and carriage house, as it was the only dwelling on the property at 
the time. However, once the main house, which faced Strawberry Hill Avenue, was complete, some 
400 feet northeast, the buildings were all connected by a winding drive (Figure 7). 
 
Henry P. Geib (1849-1922) had a medical degree from New York College of Medicine and in the 
1880s held a variety of positions, including at Bellevue Hospital and as Connecticut Surgeon 
General as well as on the board of Stamford National Bank and the Stamford Water Co.18 
Unfortunately, after having 5 children together, Henry left Jennie, who now had 10 children, for 
another woman, and the couple divorced in 1900. Jennie remained at the house through 1911 when 
she sold it to Emma H. Kaufman,19 wife of Julius Kaufmann, a ribbon manufacturer in New York.20 
At that time, only three structures were on the parcel: the main house fronting Strawberry Hill 
Avenue, the cottage on Fifth Street and a barn behind it21 (Figure 8). It is not known how long the 
barn and carriage house built by Moller survived; it may be that the barn shown on the 1911 plan 
was built by Moller.  
 
During their residence, the Kaufmans employed a series of gardeners, who lived in the cottage, 
and a chauffeur (by then the automobile had become an indisputable presence in Stamford) who 
lived in the carriage house. In 1920, Emma Kaufman divided the property, and the five acres from 

 
15 US Census, op.cit. 
16 It was ready to be occupied by October 1881. “A telephone line is in course of construction to Strawberry Hill to 
connect with the exchange the new houses of … Dr. H. P. Geib,” Stamford Advocate, October 14, 1881, p.2. 
17 Gillespie, Edward T. W. Picturesque Stamford: A Souvenir (Stamford : Gillespie Brothers, 1892), p.102. 
18 Gillespie, Edward T. W. ibid, p.259. 
19 “Real Estate Transfers,” Stamford Advocate, November 18, 1911, p.1. Stamford Land Records, Vol. 154, P. 240, 
November 11, 1911. 
20 Stamford City Directory, 1912. 
21 Note that starting c.1905, the Leeds/Geib property (still a single parcel) is identified as 238 Strawberry Hill 
Avenue, and the cottage variously as 238 rear Strawberry Hill Avenue (also used to identify carriage house living 
quarters) and 190 Fifth Street. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage  Fairfield County, CT 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

Strawberry Hill Avenue west along Fifth Street with buildings thereon, including the cottage, was 
sold to Charles G. Smith. A survey done at the time of the sale shows that Emma and her husband 
Julius had remodeled the house, built a greenhouse, and enlarged the existing barn with three 
additions (one of which was a carriage house).22 The cottage, however, remained largely 
unchanged; its footprint delineates a small extension of the kitchen, a small front porch and a side 
portico23 (Figure 9).  
 
Like Kaufmann before him, Charles G. Smith immediately made some alterations to the house,24 
but there is no mention of changes to the outbuildings. Mrs. Alice Smith was apparently an avid 
gardener, and the grounds were a garden tour stop in 1927.25 Charles Smith died the following 
year, leaving Alice a widow. After her husband’s death, Alice Smith retained ownership of the 
property for another 15 years. She appears to have altered the barn complex, removing the 
greenhouse between the barn complex and cottage, but the cottage appears unchanged. Drives into 
the property from Strawberry Hill Avenue circled around the main house and continued straight 
back to the barn complex (Figure 10). By 1937, Alice had moved to Palmer Hill Road, to the west, 
further outside the downtown area, and decided to demolish the main house on Strawberry Hill 
Avenue; it was gone the following year.26 In the early 1940s, Alice began to sell off parcels from 
the now 5-acre property, creating among others the present-day 0.63 acre lot of 190 Fifth Street 
with the cottage, three housing lots along Strawberry Hill Avenue, and three others on Fifth Street. 
In 1943, she sold 190 Fifth Street to Ralph E. Bolton, who had already purchased abutting lots. By 
then, the barn complex had been demolished, presumably as a prelude to the division of the 
property into lots, and a one-story auto garage had been built toward the rear of the lot, fully on 
what became 190 Fifth Street (Figure 11). With Ralph Bolton’s ownership, the use of the cottage 
as housing for laborers associated with the estate had come to an end.  
 

Residents of the gardener’s cottage and carriage house 
 
The cottage residences and carriage houses typically housed the gardener, coachmen and their 
families. Although it has not been possible to identify the early occupants of the Leeds gardener 
cottage through census or city directories,27 the 1880 and 1900 censuses indicate that both 
domestic servants and out-servants for Jennie and the owners of nearby estates were either born in 
Ireland or of Irish parents. In 1900, William Clark, gardener, “boarded” at the Leeds/Geib estate 
while a relative, William E. Clark, carpenter, lived in the cottage; both were of Irish descent. The 
pervasiveness of Irish immigrants in service remained, at least in Stamford’s Strawberry Hill, for 
several decades after the early famine related waves. 
 

 
22 Misc. building notices, Stamford Advocate, March 30, 1912, p.1, September 11, 1916, p.3, and September 14, 
1916, p.3. The remodeling at the Kaufman residence was done by Everett Raymond, and the greenhouse was built 
by Robert H. Orr. 
23 This does not necessarily speak to construction, rather to the level of detail of this particular survey. 
24 “Plans are being prepared by Architect George A. Freeman for extensive alterations to the residence of C. G. 
Smith of Strawberry Hill,” Stamford Advocate, May 13, 1920 p.14. No mention of cottage, just main house. 
25 “Stamford Garden Club Makes Tour at Meeting.” Stamford Advocate, July 27, 1927, p.12.  
26 “Building Permits Issued During Week,” Stamford Advocate July 24, 1937 p.3. 
27 The 1890 census does not survive, and numerical street guides do not appear in Stamford city directories until 
after 1910. 
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The exception to this was the coachman for the Leeds/Geib family from 1893-1900, Isaac 
Andersen, an immigrant from what would become Finland. Andersen represents a broader change 
in the ethnic background of service labor evident in the gardener and chauffeur staffing at what 
had been the Leeds estate. The 1910 census shows a shift in the background of domestic and estate 
servants, with gardeners, including James Dyer, of Irish parentage, but domestics in Jennie’s and 
other local estates reflecting Scandinavian and English origins in addition to the Irish immigrants.  
 
The Kaufman chauffeur, Frank C. Gross, was born in New York and lived in the carriage house 
from at least 1913 through 1920 when the property changed hands. The gardener position seemed 
to have been a little less stable as several gardeners and their families occupied the cottage in the 
1910s and 1920s: in 1914, Florian Yanett, and in 1915 Herman W. Heffie, both German 
immigrants, lived in the cottage with their families, while Albert Fairman, born in England, was 
gardener from 1917 to 1926,28 followed by Connecticut-born William A. Hawks in 1927. After the 
death of Charles Smith, Alice hired another gardener and estate superintendent, William Williams, 
born in England, who stayed from 1929 through 1940, living in the cottage with his family and 
taking care of the property even after Alice had the main house demolished and no longer lived on 
site. Three chauffeurs served from 1920 to 1940 and lived in the carriage house:Frank Gross who’d 
worked for the Kaufmans, Daniel Monroe born in England, and Howard G. Fustafson, an 
immigrant from Sweden.29 While domestic servants remained predominantly Irish, the grounds 
labor bespoke the more recent English, German and Swedish immigrants. 
 
The Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage is significant as a representation of the social and economic 
hierarchy for labor at the estates of the wealthy on Strawberry Hill and the city of Stamford in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. It demonstrates that the frequent setting for out-servant housing, away 
from the main house, was both a practical matter for efficiency in attending to the grounds and an 
indicator of those employees’ subservient position. The ethnic background of cottage and former 
carriage house occupants over time are suggestive of broad immigration trends and owner attitudes 
toward hiring from differing ethnic groups. While Irish labor predominated in the 19th century in 
neighboring estates, the 1890s and early decades of the 20th century at the property shifted to a mix 
of Scandinavian, German, English and Connecticut born. 
 
Criterion C: Architecture 
 
The Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage is an example of the type of modest picturesque cottage 
promulgated in mid-19th century pattern books with stylistic features that suggest adaptation by a 
local builder. Though it had been built before the main house, its size, design and location on the 
estate were subordinate to both the home of its first owner, Moller, and the Leeds/Geib home that 
fronted Strawberry Hill Avenue. 
 
The architectural detailing of the Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage reflects a humble interpretation 
of the mid-19th century trend away from the earlier classical models of Georgian, Federal and 
Greek Revival forms toward a multiplicity of picturesque designs, such as Gothic Revival and 

 
28 Stamford City Directories. US Census, op.cit. 1920. 
29 US Census, op.cit 1930, 1940. Stamford City Directories. The chauffeurs included John Stamberger (1927), 
Daniel Monroe (1927-33), Howard Gustafson (1935-40). 
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Italianate. Both architectural expressions had their origins in England and adapted historical motifs 
from medieval Gothic and 16th century Italian Renaissance or vernacular architecture respectively. 
The movement favored asymmetry, variety and integration with the natural setting, although 
asymmetry was occasionally relinquished in smaller cottage designs.30 Adaptations of earlier 
styles were published and popularized in pattern books, starting in the 1840s and continuing into 
the 1880s. Among the best known pattern book authors during the period was Andrew Jackson 
Downing (1815-1852), who wrote numerous articles and four books about landscape and house 
designs, presenting the work of contemporary authors such as A. J. Davis (1803-1892) and Gervase 
Wheeler (1815-1889). Wheeler himself, a British architect who lived and practiced in the U.S. 
from 1846 to 1860, wrote two pattern books during this time, with thoughts on the aesthetics and 
practicalities of dwellings. New York native George Woodward (1829-1905) was an architect 
whose broader contribution was as the publisher of numerous pattern books, with his own designs 
and those of others, that made them accessible to Americans. Often, these books were so popular 
that they were published in multiple editions across ten or twenty years. They offered guidance to 
create picturesque dwellings suitable for working families (cottages31), rural farmers (farmhouses), 
and those with wealth who could afford multiple servants (villas or country houses). Wheeler 
presented design motifs suited both to varied settings and to the “comfort and economy” of people 
of different means.32 Their writings championed new domestic architectural styles, that were at 
once made possible by 19th century industrialization and a response to the urbanization, growth of 
factories and changes in the landscape that came with it. Natural landscapes, untouched by coal 
smoke, pollution and dense workforce housing, were idealized and dwellings were designed to fit 
within and relate to that landscape. With mechanization came mass production and distribution of 
framing, windows, doors, hardware and ornamental details, while the romanticized designs were 
meant to create a private sphere of comfort and stability during a time of rapidly changing 
economic and living conditions for wealthy, middle class and working families alike.33 Indeed, 
pattern books recommend that for those with the means to have an estate, it was not only a duty, 
but an advantage, to provide comfortable and weathertight cottage accommodations made of good 
materials in simple form for laborers on the estate. 34 
 
Pattern books are prescriptions for new styles, and like treatises and recommendations made in 
most cultural contexts, they were either adopted, ignored, locally adapted, or implemented at a 
later time. The Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage is an example of the latter two. Built some two 
decades after the introduction of picturesque ideas through published works in the United States, 
it has design elements associated with both the Gothic Revival and Italianate and was sturdily 

 
30 Several designs in A. J. Downing’s The Architecture of Country Houses (NY: Dover Publications, 1969 reprint) 
for example present three bay cottages with center entry beneath dormer or projecting cross gable: Designs “III 
Symmetrical Bracketed Cottage”, “V Workingman’s Model Cottage,” and “VII Symmetrical Cottage.” These 
designs appear in the 1850 edition as well subsequent editions through 1866. 
31 Although the term was used to indicate a house of “moderate size compared to others” per Downing and could 
thus also be applied to more substantial homes. 
32 Wheeler, Gervase. Homes for the People, in suburb and country. (New York: G. E. Woodward, 1867), p.7. 
33 Clark, Clifford E., “Domestic architecture as an Index to Social history: The Romantic Revival and the Cult of 
Domesticity in America, 1840-1870,” The Journal of Interdisciplinary History Vol. 7 (summer 1976, MIT Press), 
pp.33-56. 
34 Wheeler, Gervase. Rural Homes (NY: Geo. E. Woodward, 1868 edition), pgs 148-149, and The Choice of a 
Dwelling (London: John Murray, 1871), p.199-201. 
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built. The facade resembles Downing’s “Symmetrical Bracketed Cottage,” the third design in The 
Architecture of Country Houses (Figure 12). The centered gable form with its projecting bay is 
typical of some simple Gothic Revival cottage designs, and like the projecting second story bay in 
the Downing design, “is placed exactly in the centre, that the eye has something of the same 
satisfaction in contemplating it that the ear has in listening to the rhythm of easy and correct 
versification.”35 The segmental arched window surround in the bay is Italianate, and the wide 
overhanging roof eaves, supported by decorative brackets are features of both Gothic Revival and 
Italianate designs. The pent roofs on either side of the portico are reminiscent of the pent hoods 
above the windows in Downing’s design and may similarly serve to shelter them. Other design 
elements likewise have both visual and functional attributes: overhanging roof eaves create a 
pronounced visual separation between the roof and walls, while protecting the latter from rain; 
wide windows break up wall surfaces and admit light and the possibility of ventilation. The Leeds 
cottage has a full second story, making it more functional with increased headroom on the upper 
floor. Still, by the judgment of Downing, the overall variety of details create beauty and a well-
proportioned and pleasing balance,36 and the complimentary horizontal line of the pent roof 
molding and clapboard, achieve harmony of design according to Wheeler. 37 The exceptionally 
long brackets and sill carried across and around the bay add character to the otherwise simple 
design while the molding that wraps around the portico and runs to both ends of the front elevation 
brings to mind a full width porch, a frequent element of picturesque designs. The execution of 
these architectural details are likely variations based upon local tastes or builder modifications.   
 
It should be noted here that , it was not unusual for the stylistic features of a gardener cottage, 
carriage house or other outbuilding, to reflect the design of the main house.38 Clearly at the Leeds 
property, the cottage, barn and carriage house had been erected prior to construction of the main 
house, designed with a later Victorian vocabulary. It does, however, seem possible,  that the design 
was an effort to retain an overall stylistic affinity with the outbuildings built by Moller. A close 
examination of the 1892 image suggests that the cottage and barn may have shared design elements 
such as bracketed eaves. 
 
The first-floor plan of the core consists of only three rooms around the central chimney with 
stairwell against the north wall opposite the side entry door; a lean-to extension off the north wall 
of the kitchen/pantry is thought to be original, if expanded prior to 1944. A similar though more 
modest plan, in mirror image, appeared in Woodward’s Country Homes (see Figure 13).39 Like 
Downing’s prescription in Country Houses, the interior finishes are simple with plastered walls 
and little in the way of ornamentation; ceilings are taller on the first floor than the upper story.  
 
The most significant change to the cottage occurred during the ownership of the Seymour and Ruth 
Browne family, 1951-1981. Browne was an engineer with General Electric’s Power System 

 
35 Downing, ibid. p83. 
36 Factors mentioned by Downing in his description of “Design III A symmetrical Bracketed Cottage,” The 
Architecture of Country Homes. p.83-84. 
37 Wheeler, ibid. Rural p. 148-149, and Choice p.199-201. 
38 New England Historical Society webpage “A Gilded Age Gentleman Farm in Each New England State”; 
https://newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/six-gilded-age-gentleman-farms-new-england/ 
39 Woodward, George E. & F. W. Country Homes (NY: Geo. E. & F. W. Woodward, 1865), p.27. 
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division.40 The couple hired local architects Hood & Renshaw41 in 1957 to design one-story 
additions off the west and northeast corners of the house for more room for their family of four, 
resulting in the configuration of the house today. Figures 14, 15 show the house in the mid-1950s 
prior to construction; Figure 16 is the first-floor plan showing how the additions connected with 
and altered the original cottage. The work included upgrades to the kitchen, upstairs bathroom and 
heating system. The placement of these additions, set back from the cottage, has allowed the form 
of the house to remain clearly visible and identifiable. 
 
The erstwhile homes of estate servants in Strawberry Hill have all but vanished from the landscape. 
The subdivision and sale of the Leeds parcel by subsequent owners was replicated throughout the 
neighborhood with increasing population density and demand for in-town housing. Well under 
way by 1938 (Figure 17), the former Leeds and Starr properties remained intact while properties 
around them became tracts of small housing plots. At the Starr estate, two gardener cottages (at 
193 Fifth Street and 202 rear Strawberry Hill Avenue) were documented in 2016 prior to 
demolition by Sacred Heart Academy which had acquired several parcels to create its campus42 
(Figure 7). Another estate cottage, c.1860, survives some distance away in the Waterside 
neighborhood at 330 Southfield Avenue, 43 but does not have the integrity of the Leeds cottage. All 
three cottages were smaller in footprint and massing than the Leeds cottage and more closely 
represent stylistic elements associated with their construction dates. The c.1860 cottage on 
Southfield Avenue Carpenter Gothic design vocabulary includes board and batten and gable 
finials; curvilinear gable eave brackets at the c.1872 cottage at 193 Fifth Street reflected the 
Italianate44; and decorative gable end truss detailing in the c.1885 cottage at 202 rear Strawberry 
Hill Avenue were Queen Anne. With the demolition in 2016 of the cottages on the former Starr 
property across Fifth Street, the Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage is significant as a unique survivor 
from the 19th and early 20th century estates in Strawberry Hill and the city of Stamford. 
  

 
40 Research notes by owner Mary Wilkinson dated January 22, 2024. 
41 Raymond M Hood Jr. (son of the architect of NY skyscrapers including the McGraw-Hill Buildings, Tribune 
Tower and Rockfeller Center) and his partner Larch C. Renshaw, a woman architect, had an office at 303 Main 
Street in Stamford. The partners also designed a building for the Daycroft School in 1958, which appears not to have 
been built. 
42 Kerchus, Nils, and Banks, Joe. “Historic American Buildings Survey, Charles J. Starr Estate: Gardener’s Cottage, 
193 Fifth Street, and Frank Phelps Estate: Gardener’s Cottage, 178 Strawberry Hill Avenue,” (2016). 
43 Kahn, Renée, and Kerchus, Nils. “Historic Resources Inventory: The South End and Waterside Areas of Stamford, 
Connecticut 2008-2009,” (2009). 
44 Kerchus and Banks, op. cit. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property ___0.63____________ 
 
 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 41.067705  Longitude: -73.53609 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
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Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:   Northing:  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  
 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The boundaries of the property correspond to those of the legal parcel identified as 862 in the 
City of Stamford, Connecticut assessment records (2025). The boundary is shown on Figure 
2. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
When the cottage at 190 Fifth Street was built in 1878-79, the property was an estate 
consisting of about 9.4 acres with approximately 270 feet of frontage on Strawberry Hill 
Avenue. However, a series of subdivisions occurred so that all acreage except the 0.63 acre 
parcel of 190 Fifth Street have been redeveloped with houses, and the other structures 
associated with the estate no longer survive. 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: _Jordan Sorensen and Renée Tribert_____________________________ 
organization: __Preservation Connecticut                                                               
(Edited by Jenny Scofield, CT SHPO)________________________ 
street & number: __940 Whitney Avenue_________________________________ 
city or town:  _Hamden__________________ state: ___CT___ zip code:__06517_ 
e-mail__rtribert@preservationct.org______________________________ 
telephone:__203-562-6312_______________________ 
date:__October, 2025___________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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GRAPHICS 
 

 
Figure 1. Location of Jennie Leeds Gardner Cottage, Stamford, CT (base map: 2024 USGS 
Stamford Quadrangle). Latitude 41.0677, longitude -73.5360. 
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Figure 2. Site Plan of 190 Fifth Street, Stamford shown on the 2024 Stamford assessor tax 
map. Boundary of the nominated property outlined in red. 
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Figure 3. Detail, “Plate S,” Atlas of Stamford and Environs Connecticut, C. E. Hopkins, 
1879. Note the carriage house and barn located to the north of the cottage; the square to the 
right (between the “R” and “Y”) is hand drawn and a post publication insertion to indicate 
the Geib house. 
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Figure 4. Detail, “Stamford, Conn.,” L. R. Burleigh, 1883. The cottage would be just outside 
the frame, to the right of the Starr barn across the street. 
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Figure 5. Detail, “Map of the Town of Stamford, Fairfield County, Connecticut,” E. M. 
Woodford, 1851, Marcus Research Library, Stamford Historical Society. 
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Figure 6. Image from Picturesque Stamford: A Souvenir, Edward T. W. Gillespie, 1892. Note 
the barn structure just visible behind the stone wall to the left of the house. The cottage is not 
visible in this view, which looks slightly northwest. 
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Figure 7. Detail, “Road and Property Map Showing the Towns of Stamford and Greenwich 
Conn,” 1890. The cottage and two barn structures are clearly visible at the end of the Geib 
house and drive. The green arrows show the locations of the two other documented cottages: 
at top 193 Fifth St (c.1872) and at bottom 202 rear Strawberry Hill Avenue (c.1885). 
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Figure 8. “Property of Emma H. Kaufman, Stamford, Conn,” 1911. Survey made at the time 
of Emma Kaufmann’s purchase of the property. The parcel size is unchanged, the main 
house, gardener cottage and a barn are still depicted. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9. “Property of Charles G. Smith, Stamford, Conn,” 1920. Survey made at the time of 
Charles Smith’s purchase of the property. It shows the additional buildings attached to the barn, 
and what is likely a greenhouse between the barn and the gardener cottage. 
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Figure 10. Detail, Aerial Survey of Connecticut, 1934, showing the Smith estate, the gardener 
cottage (red arrow), barns to its north, former Geib house to the east, and homes to the west on 
property that had been sold off. 
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Figure 11. Survey of 190 Fifth Street parcel, 1944, after Ralph Bolton purchase; current 
boundaries remain the same. 
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Figure 12. “Symmetrical Bracketed Cottage” in the 1866 edition of A. J. Downing’s Architecture 
of Country Houses (1850). 
 

 
Figure 13. First floor plan from Woodward’s Country Homes (1865) for a much simpler cottage 
than the Leeds cottage, but with a similar stair location. 
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Figure 14. View of the northeast corner of the house, entry into the original house, and kitchen 
extension in 1954, prior to the 1957 addition. 
 

 
Figure 15. View of the west and south elevations of the cottage in 1956, prior to the 1957 
addition. 
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Figure 16. First floor plan by Hood & Renshaw for the 1957 additions. 
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Figure 17. Detail, Lower Fairfield Co., Volume 1, Atlas of Greenwich, Stamford, Darien, New 
Canaan, Franklin Survey Co., 1938. Note the extent of new housing lots in the area surrounding 
190 Fifth Street.  
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Jennie Leeds Gardener Cottage 
 
City or Vicinity: Stamford 
 
County: Fairfield     State: CT 
 
Photographer: Jordan Sorensen, Renée Tribert 
 
Date Photographed: 1/2024, 1/2025 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 

 
 
Photograph 1 of 25. Facade/south elevation; camera facing north. 
Photograph 2 of 25. East elevation with addition off northeast corner; camera facing west. 
Photograph 3 of 25. Rear/north elevation; camera facing south. 
Photograph 4 of 25. Rear and west elevation with western addition; camera facing southeast. 
Photograph 5 of 25. Grounds behind the house, with drive and shed; camera facing north. 
Photograph 6 of 25. Concrete drive from Smith estate and remnants of stone barn foundation; 
camera facing west. 
Photograph 7 of 25. Concrete drive, barn foundation remnants, tarmac of 20th century tennis 
court and shed; camera facing north. 
Photograph 8 of 25. Northeast corner entry hall enlarged as part of northeast addition; camera 
facing east. 
Photograph 9 of 25. Entry hall and stair to second floor from living room; camera facing 
north. 
Photograph 10 of 25. Living room in original cottage; camera facing south. 
Photograph 11 of 25. Dining room; camera facing northwest. The louvered door to the right 
leads into the kitchen; the one in the corner of the room into the western addition. 
Photograph 12 of 25. Kitchen; camera facing north/northwest. 
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Photograph 13 of 25. Laundry area created at rear of house by 1957 northeast corner 
addition; camera facing east. 
Photograph 14 of 25. The west wall of the kitchen extension and 20th century GE vent.  
Photograph 15 of 25. Stairwell to the second floor, viewed from the entry hall; camera facing 
west. 
Photograph 16 of 25. Second floor hallway showing wood trim, panel doors and hardware. 
Photograph 17 of 25. Second floor decorative door hinge. 
Photograph 18 of 25. Door to basement located beneath the stairs to the second floor, viewed 
from laundry area; camera facing south. 
Photograph 19 of 25. Steps to basement with access panel to area beneath northeast addition 
at base; camera facing east. 
Photograph 20 of 25. Basement stone foundation, window and first floor wood framing. 
Photograph 21 of 25. Looking into the access panel, note the stone wall foundation for the 
kitchen extension behind the concrete block; camera facing northwest. 
Photograph 22 of 25. View of western addition; camera facing west. 
Photograph 23 of 25. View of the western addition; camera facing east toward the original 
house with the dining room at right. Note the pass through to the kitchen which is in the 
location of the original window. 
Photograph 24 of 25. The passage into the northeastern addition from the entry hall; camera 
facing north. 
Photograph 25 of 25. The shed located on the edge of tarmac of a 20th century tennis court. 

 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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