Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting held via Zoom

Monday, September 29, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:
Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Sandy Barrett, Debby Goldberg, George Johnson, Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez, and
Ana Gallegos. Carmen Hughes, and Ajmal Qureshi provided reasons for their absence.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm.
Welcome: Eva thanked council members for attending the meeting.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes for the July 28, 2025, meeting. Debby
Goldberg made a motion to approve the minutes. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. Minutes were
unanimously approved as submitted.

Projects/Events Update

* Concert for Peace: Eva Weller shared that she attended the Concert for Peace on Sunday, August 3, at
the Ferguson Library. She said that it was a lovely event with dances, music, and the presentation of awards
to Latino members. She added that MMC sponsorship of community events is positive for organizations and
MMC.

* Hispanic Heritage Month - Rhythm and Rumba Salsa Night (s): Eva Weller shared that this year’s
event was well attended and fun, and we couldn’t ask for better weather. It took place on two Fridays,
September 19 and 26 at Mill River Park with some changes. Guest instructor Maria Fiora from the “Dance
with Maria” Studio in Stamford, and D] and percussionist Eddie Melendez performed. taught several dances
and demonstrated dances both nights. The first night, we had live performances with Rumberitos de Huracan
& Sabrositos de Huracan from Latin Moves Dance with Director Kimberly Charles. The second night, Ballet
Folklorico BF-Americas, with director Paola Garcia and vocalist Jei Santander performed and joined the
celebration. Eva expressed her gratitude to Mill River Park Collaborative for helping with set up and clean up,
donating water, bringing in “El Jalapefio” food truck, and having the Food Box available for food and drink.
This brought people to the area to join the festivities. In addition, they paid for and placed lawn signs around
the park to advertise Salsa Nights. MMC'’s long-time friend, Barbara Ochino, designed the signs pro bono and
Eva Weller coordinated this new publicity. Eva thanked Ana for contacting the performers, preparing the
promotional flyers, and posting the event on the MMC social media and other social platforms.

Eva reported that the W9 forms and invoices for performers were sent to the Mayor's Office for payment.
Maria Fiora included payment for the D] and percussionist: $500 for each night; $150 to each of the three
guest performers for a total of $1,450. Eva thanked Carmen Hughes for the loan of a tent for the DJ and
Sonal Patel, Malinda Polite, and Ana Gallegos for their help and attendance.

Eva stated that we have been advancing the MMC mission by celebrating the heritage and culture of various
groups. MMC events are for everyone to enjoy, and we uniquely bring people together to share many
cultures.

* UConn Library Speaker Event: Eva Weller reported that she attended the UConn Library Speaker Event,
which was co-sponsored by the MMC. Dr. Ali Kulez, a professor from Boston, spoke about food and its
connection with different cultures. Cuba’s food and culture were highlighted. She said that although the
event was open to the community, most of the attendees were students or professors from UConn.

* Projects/Events

* Flag Raising Ceremonies: Eva informed that the organization Quetzal canceled the Guatemala Flag
Raising, as a security measure for members due to immigration related concerns. There were many flag
raising events over the last two months. Eva asked if members had attended any and would like to share
their experience.

Hate Crimes Initiative: Eva Weller, MMC Chair, and Ana Gallegos, Secretary, attended a community
discussion about hate crimes. The conversation was led by Michael Bloom, Hate Crimes Initiative Coordinator
for the Dept of Emergency Services & Public Protection and Carmen Hughes, Director of Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion, City of Stamford. We learned about the new initiative this department has initiated. Currently,
they are having conversations in different cities, and the idea is to have educational programs in high



schools across the state. Attendees asked questions and shared experiences. The team highlighted some
strategies to work on.

Family Day: Eva thanked Sonal, Malinda, and Pilar for helping her set up and for managing the MMC Family
Day table. Family Day was presented by the City of Stamford Health Department, at Yerwood Center.
Malinda shared that it was a nice event. At the table, MMC provided water and snacks donated by Carmen.

SPEF’s Enrichment Expo: Eva W. thanked Malinda. and Ana, for joining her at SPEF’s Enrichment Expo at
their annual 5K Walk & Run for Education 2025 at Mill River Park on September 28th. Eva thanked Meera for
donating bags from her son’s company. MMC provided mandarin oranges to visitors. The cost was $101.21.

Budget Report:
Eva Weller shared that Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar will give an updated budget report at the next MMC
meeting when she will be back from India.

New Business:

Kindness Project: Eva W. shared that The Kindness Project will begin in November as an initiative of Mayor
Simmons and Carmen will lead the Project. She asked for suggestions to share at the next meeting.

St Patrick’s Parade:

Eva Weller shared that the MMC had been invited to participate in St. Patrick's Parade March 7, 2026. After
discussion, Eva asked for a motion. Pilar Pelaez motioned for the MMC to participate in the St. Patrick's Day
Parade. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

80 years of the United Nations: Eva shared that Ajmal had recommended that the MMC recognize the 80-
year anniversary of the United Nations, an international organization founded in 1945. She asked for a motion.
Ana Gallegos made the motion that the MMC request a resolution from Mayor Simmons to honor the day. Sandra
suggested asking Ajmal to share ideas to commemorate the anniversary. Everyone agreed.

Stamford Disability Resource and Job Fair: Carmen requested to share about the Stamford Disability Resource
and Job Fair, Connecting Communities, Accessibility, and Empowerment, that will take place at UConn Stamford on
Friday, October 3, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Stamford NAACP 2025 Freedom Fun Dinner: Malinda invited the MMC to attend the Stamford NAACP 2025
Freedom Fun Dinner on October 24 at the Water’s Edge at Giovanni's with Keynote Speaker Doug Melville,
“Freedom Is Not Free”. She asked to share the flyer with the members and on the MMC social media.

Italian Heritage Month: Yelena informed that October is Italian Heritage Month and the library is sponsoring
many events which are listed on the Ferguson Library web page. Yelena will share the listing of Italian events.

Slowianie Polish Folklore Dance: Ana shared the invitation from Poland Slowianie Polish Folklore Dance
Group, for their 15th Anniversary Celebration Concert on Saturday, October 11, at 5:30pm at Polish Saturday
School, 325 Washington Blvd. Eva encouraged members to attend.

Different cultural food: Debbie suggested her idea of sharing cultures with different cultural foods -
possibly sharing or creating a recipe and display on the webpage. Highlight some restaurants each month.

Norma & Milton Mann Annual Lecture: Eva announced the JHSFC on October 26 will hold the Norma &
Milton Mann Annual Lecture: "The White Rose Resistance”. Presented by Historian and Author Dr. Jud
Newborn. The lecture at 11:30am is free and open to the community. Dr. Newborn recounts anti-Nazi
actions of resistance that embody and symbolize the spirit of "Civil Courage" in Nazi Germany. Dr. Newborn
will explore the legacy of The White Rose and its critical significance for the future. The lecture will be held at
Temple Beth El, 350 Roxbury Road, Stamford, CT 06902

Next Meeting: Monday, October 27, 2025
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 pm.

Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



