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Who Was There?
More than 50 community members 
attended the workshop at the 
Lafayette at 821 East Main Street on 
July 29, 2025 from 5-7pm. 

What We Did

Consultant team presented an update to the 
Cove East Side Neighborhood Plan progress 
including potential transportation and 
neighborhood improvement strategies. 


Following the presentation, an interactive 
session was held where the community 
members participated in an visual survey to 
share their preferences for the following topics:


• Traffic congestion relief strategies


• Traffic calming recommendations


• Pedestrian safety measures


• Housing preferences


• Neighborhood amenities


• Streetscape improvements
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City of Stamford was represented by: 

Luke Buttenwieser, Project Manager, Transportation 
Planner


Vineeta Mathur, Project Manager, Land Use Planner


Michael Frajman, Transportation Planner


Planning Consultant Team: 

Jonie Fu, Lead Planning Consultant, FWD


Kate Dunham, Director of Urban Design, FWD


Dominique Moore, Engagement Facilitator, MAW


Angela Hunt, Engagement Facilitator, MAW


Adam Lu, Transportation Planner, Langan
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What We Heard The public workshop revealed strong community priorities around safety, livability, and preserving neighborhood character. Transportation and 
safety improvements drew the most support. Housing feedback reflected a clear preference for maintaining single-family as the primary housing 
stock in the neighborhood. In the process of reviewing the comments, the planning team noticed some common themes. This is a summary of the 
key issues. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

• Traffic Flow & Signal Timing: Broad support for enhanced 
signal timing to improve congestion, with positive mention of 
countdown clocks.

• Speed Control: Strong desire for reduced speeding, 
especially on Seaside Ave; suggestions for auto speed 
signs, road skimming, and better sidewalks for safety.

• Parking Enforcement: Many called for stricter enforcement
—particularly against beach parkers and commercial 
vehicles—and for exploring removal of street parking in 
some areas.

• Safe Routes & Crosswalks: Support for “Safe Routes to 
School”and pedestrian safety upgrades like widened Cove 
Road, high-visibility crossings, and raised crosswalks.

• ADA Compliance: Highly supported, with specific 
intersections called out for upgrades (Matthews/Weed, 
Weed/Edson Park).

Themes: Safety, enforcement, pedestrian prioritization, and 
balancing traffic flow with livability.

HOUSING PREFERENCES

• Single-Family Housing: Strong preference to maintain or 
increase single-family ratio; multiple voices opposing 
additional multi-family developments in Cove.

• Two-Family Homes: Mixed response—supported for 
seniors and millennials in appropriate zones but opposed in 
single-family neighborhoods.

• Higher Density Housing (Townhouses, Apartments, Mixed-
Use): Widespread opposition to 3–4 story developments, 
citing parking, infrastructure strain, and preservation of 
neighborhood character.

• Affordable Housing: A few voices noted the need for 
affordability in certain formats (e.g., 2-story with retail).

Themes: Preservation of low-density character, controlled 
growth, and cautious consideration of affordability

STREETSCAPE AND PARKING STRATEGIES

• Tree-Lined Streets & Sidewalk Upgrades: Strong support 
for greenery, shaded sidewalks, and continuous/connected 
walkways; concerns about tree roots damaging sidewalks.

• Bulb-Outs & Streetscape Features: Support for 
landscaped bulb-outs, but some concern about extreme 
curves creating hazards in poor weather.

• Underpass Lighting: Supportive but flagged flooding 
issues.

• Shared/Communal Parking: Interest in centralized parking 
solutions; tension between preserving green space and 
accommodating demand.

• Clear Delineation for Biking/Walking: Desire for safe, 
separated lanes, though some oppose more bike 
infrastructure citing low local use and congestion fears.

Themes: Aesthetic improvements tied to functionality, 
safety, and integration with green infrastructure.
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PUBLIC REALM ENHANCEMENT

• Landscaped Corridors & Pocket Parks: Strong 
enthusiasm for beautification, pollinator pathways, and 
connecting waterfront to retail.

• Pedestrian/Bike Prioritization: Mixed—some want 
restrictions on bicycles and scooters on sidewalks; others 
support more pedestrian/bike-friendly streets.

• Lighting: Preference for environmentally sensitive, yellow-
tinted lighting to support wildlife and human health.Transit 
Amenities: Interest in shaded, green transit stops (examples 
from New Haven noted).

Themes: Beautification with ecological sensitivity, 
walkability, & integration of public spaces into 
neighborhood life.

NEIGHBORHOOD HUB CHARACTER

• Small-Scale Retail & Dining: Strong interest in bakeries, 
coffee shops, small restaurants, and outdoor dining—paired 
with parking concerns.

• Grocery & Local Stores: Mixed feedback; some note 
safety/appeal concerns with current stores, others 
appreciate variety.

• Gathering Places: Desire to maintain charm, with Cove 
Island Park seen as central but sometimes crowded.

Themes: Community-oriented, small-scale commerce 
balanced with parking and crowd management.

OVERARCHING PATTERNS & TENSIONS

• Safety & Accessibility are the most consistent priorities—
across traffic, pedestrian, and ADA considerations.

• Parking is a recurring flashpoint—support for better 
enforcement but resistance to losing convenience.

• Housing Density draws the clearest divide—most favor 
preserving low density, but a minority call for affordable, 
mixed-use solutions.

• Green Infrastructure and public realm beautification are 
widely valued, with specific ecological concerns (tree 
health, wildlife-friendly lighting).

• Community character preservation is a strong 
undercurrent, with resistance to changes perceived as 
urbanizing or eroding “Cove” identity.
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Feedback at a Glance
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Detailed Sentiment by Theme Housing Feedback Sentiment


