STAMFORD PLANNING BOARD

APPROVED MINUTES - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025
SPECIAL MEETING

VIA THE INTERNET & CONFERENCE CALL

12:00 p.m.

TEAMS MEETING
Meeting ID: 296 520 909 743 6
Passcode: 9mi7ou3o

Stamford Planning Board Members present were: Voting Members: Jennifer Godzeno, Chair and Jeremy
Linder. Alternates: Chester Salit. Absent: Ravi Subramanian, Secretary and William Levin, Alternate.
Present for staff: Lindsey Cohen, Associate Planner.

Ms. Godzeno called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m.
Ms. Godzeno introduced the members of the Board and staff present.

PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

August 26, 2025 - Regular Meeting: After a brief discussion, Mr. Linder moved to approve the Regular
Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2025; Mr. Salit seconded the motion, and passed unanimously with eligible
members present voting, 3-0 (Godzeno, Linder and Salit).

September 2, 2025 - Regular Meeting: The draft minutes for the September 2, 2025 meeting were
TABLED to a future meeting as there was not a quorum who attended the meeting to approve.

September 9, 2025 - Public Hearing: The draft minutes for the September 9, 2025 meeting were TABLED
to a future meeting as there was not a quorum who attended the meeting to approve.

September 16, 2025 - Public Hearing: After a brief discussion, Mr. Salit moved to approve the Public
Hearing Minutes of September 16, 2025; Mr. Linder seconded the motion, and passed unanimously with
eligible members present voting, 3-0 (Godzeno, Linder and Salit)

PLANNING BOARD PRESENTATION

1. WESTHILL HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT - ADAM LEVITUS, PE, SENIOR PROJECT
MANAGER, COLLIERS representing CITY OF STAMFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION: The
New Westhill High School (WHS) will be a full replacement of the existing Westhill High School at
125 Roxbury Road, which is in an RA-1 Zoning District and Master Plan Category #1 (Residential —
Very Low Density Single-Family). Per the Board of Education’s Educational Specifications
requirement, the students will remain in-place in the existing high school during construction of the new
building in a phased-occupied project. With the new building and site design, the property will change
in appearance, with improved function and buffering to neighbors, but will remain unchanged in use as
a comprehensive high school. The new WHS will serve grades 9-12 for a design enrollment of 2,458
students, which represents a minor increase from the current enrollment of approximately 2,300. The
programs offered at the school and on school athletic fields and courts will be largely the same as the
existing school. Improvements will be made to vehicle and pedestrian site circulation and parking to
better support these programs.

Adam Levitus, PE, Senior Project Manager, Colliers Project Leaders, made a presentation and answered
questions from the Board along with:



- Katherine LoBalbo, Director of School Construction, Board of Education
- Lou Casolo, Engineering Bureau Chief/City Engineer, City of Stamford

- Domenic Tramontozzi, Senior Construction Manager, City of Stamford

- Kemp Morhardt, SLAM Architects

- Craig De Jong, SLAM Architects

After a brief discussion, Mr. Salit made a motion to affirm the Planning Board received a presentation on
the proposed Westhill High School project and supports this plan. This request has been reviewed pursuant
to Connecticut General Statute Section 8-24 and the City Charter Section C6-30-13 and finds this request
to be consistent with CGS Section 8-24, and the City Charter Section C6-30-13, as well as consistent with
the adopted 2015 Master Plan; Mr. Linder seconded the motion and passed unanimously with eligible
members present voting, 3-0 (Godzeno, Linder and Salit).

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

1. ZBA APPLICATION #021-25 - RYAN SALVATORE representing SARAH CHRISTENSEN -
18 GURLEY ROAD - Variance of Table I1, Appendix B and Section 12.6: Applicant owns a single-
family dwelling with a detached garage, above-ground spa, pergola, walkways and driveway. Applicant
is proposing to construct an accessway to connect the detached garage to the primary dwelling.
Applicant is requesting: [a] a rear yard setback for the existing garage of 23.5 ft in lieu of the 30 ft.
required; [b] a rear yard setback for stairs of 27 ft. in lieu of the 30 ft. required; and [¢] parking areas
and loading space to be permitted in front yard between the building lines where it is not permitted.

Ryan Salvatore made a brief presentation and answered questions from the Board.

After a brief discussion, Mr. Linder recommended approval of ZBA Application #021-25 and that this
request 1s in general harmony with Master Plan Category #2 (Residential - Low Density Single-Family);
Mr. Salit seconded the motion and passed unanimously with eligible members present voting, 3-0
(Godzeno, Linder and Salit).

Ms. Godzeno made a suggestion to streamline some of the procedures for the Board, i.e. Capital requests
and/or variance applications, where there could be administrative approvals instead of being brought before
the Board. Ms. Godzeno stated that some examples could be collected to demonstrate what types of items
could benefit from administrative approval.

The Capital Budget was discussed. Mr. Salit asked where the pre-Planning Board meetings would be held
and Ms. Cohen stated the meetings would be in person and she was working with Anthony Romano,
Management Analyst, Office of Policy & Management, on the location of those meetings.

The Board had a brief discussion about the Comprehensive Plan meeting on September 30, 2025 and how
to prepare for the final discussions and vote.

Mr. Salit asked about action items in the Comprehensive Plan that assigned responsibility to the Planning
Board. Ms. Godzeno explained the Board would do this through reviewing Zoning Board referrals or

authorizing and prioritizing funding for capital projects that align with the Comprehensive Plan.

The Board had discussion on the Comprehensive Plan and how it relates to the upcoming Capital Budget
presentations.

The Board had discussion regarding residential parking strategies and the public’s lack of trust in
infrastructure data.
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There were final discussions regarding the upcoming Capital Budget and the Comprehensive Plan.

Next regularly scheduled Planning Board meetings are:
- September 30, 2025 (Comprehensive Plan)

- October 7, 2025 (Capital Budget)

- October 14, 2025 (Capital Budget)

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Godzeno adjourned the meeting at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted
September 24, 2025

Jennifer Godzeno, Chair

Stamford Planning Board

NOTE: These proceedings were recorded on video and are available for review on the Planning Board website at
http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=20
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