Health Commission Meeting

City of Stamford

DRAFT MINUTES
September 11, 2025

Commissioners Attendance September 11, 2025

Present: Absent:

Ms. Lorraine Olson

Dr. Thomas Getreuer

Dr. Douglas York (Arrival 9:05am)

Dr. Tabitha Fort (Arrival 9:15am)

Dr. Marc Peyser

Guest Attendance: Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Ms. Ashley Hutchison, Family & Community Engagement Liaison, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator

of Family & Community Engagement, Mr. Ebrima Jobe, Assistant Director of Health & Director of Environmental Health & Inspections,
Ms. Moira Bryson, Public Health School Nursing Supervisor, Ms. Dipika Khushalani, Manager of Public Health Programs

Call to Order

Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at
9:00am. She opened with a moment of
remembrance for September 11th, honoring
lives lost and its lasting impact.

Topics
Minutes:

Approval of the minutes of the Health
Commission Meeting of June 2025.

Correspondence:

Discussions

The Commission reviewed a resident’s appeal
regarding a letter about prohibited living space use at
18 Elm Tree Place. It was clarified that the letter was
advisory only, not a fine.

Actions

Motion by Dr. Peyser, seconded by Dr.
Getreuer. Motion approved unanimously at
9:02am.

Mr. Jobe noted future letters will remove the
appeal language to avoid confusion. Raquel will
respond to the appellant.
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Welcome Center Initiative
Ms. Lorraine Olson

Mr. Juan Pazmino

Ms. Ashley Hutchinson

Director of Health & Human Services Report
Delivered by Mr. Ebrima Jobe on behalf of Ms.
Jody Bishop-Pullan:

Mr. Juan Pazmino

e Juan Pazmino reported the Welcome Center successfully
centralized student registration, reducing delays. Over
150 families attended a recent event. Parent facilitators,
nurses, and community partners supported families with
paperwork, health services, and resources. Community
partners included Family Centers, Community Health
Centers, Ferguson Library, Jewish Family Services,
Building One Community, and others.

o Dr. Getreuer asked about shortcomings.

Mr. Ebrima Jobe on behalf of Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan:

Budget Stability and Funding Loss:

e Budget stable, though TB/STD Management Grant
funding was cut. Requesting budget expansion to sustain
services.

Federal Grants:

e Pursuing opioid response, tobacco prevention, and
mental health initiatives with partners.

Accreditation:

o Tentative December 2025 site visit; potential
Commissioner invite.

Ms. Hutchinson noted strong community
collaboration and additional partners will attend
future events.

Mr. Pazmino highlighted a 150-student
decline in kindergarten enrollment,
consistent with state and national trends,
including families moving abroad or
homeschooling.

Dr. York confirmed similar patterns
regionally, noting links to migration and
reduced pediatric primary care visits.
Commissioners expressed concern and
emphasized monitoring future data.
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Public Health Initiatives:

e Family Day Sept 20th with flu shot kickoff; continued
QPR suicide prevention training.

Interns:

Two interns working on AQ monitoring data & Biobot

wastewater and housing services project.

Environmental Health:

e Increased septic inspections, beach water monitoring,
mosquito and tick testing, and lead water testing.

e Lead testing in water doubled (Aquarion notice); beach
testing ended pre-Labor Day with four preemptive
closures; one public pool opened; WNV positives later
in season/no human cases; three larviciding treatments;
tick positives doubled (expanded panel).

School Nursing:

o New hires with anticipated retirements;
immunization compliance emphasized.
Immunization compliance priority; respiratory
uptick, monitoring avian flu & measles (no CT
cases).

Human Services:

e Rent Rebate assistance, Medicaid compliance outreach.

Mr. Jobe concludes his report.

o Commissioners asked about school meal
advocacy.

o Ms. Lorraine Olson inquired about
Lanternflies, if they posed risks.

Mr. Jobe confirmed ongoing advocacy with
state partners and the Mayor’s Office.

Mr. Jobe explained they are invasive but
not a public health threat.

Dr. Peyser added they do not bite or sting,
and recommended disposal if found.
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Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare
Report
Mr. Louis DeRubeis

Discussions:

Suicide Risk Policy & Immunizations
Ms. Lorraine Olson

Healthcare Cuts
Dr. Getreuer

o Ms. Lorraine Olson inquired about COVID-
19 ongoing vaccine recommendations.

Not present, no report provided.

Ms. Lorraine Olson

Suicide Risk Policy

o Raised concerns regarding Board of Education
policy changes that reduced school social workers’
ability to intervene. Commissioners supported
advocacy to restore their therapeutic role.

Immunizations

e Ms. Olson emphasized maintaining mandated school
immunizations, reaffirmed commitment to strict
adherence.

Healthcare Cuts
e Dr. Getreuer proposed stronger Commission advocacy
against potential federal/state cuts.

Dr. Getreuer confirmed the City of
Stamford follows state guidance, which
continues to recommend vaccination.

Commissioners agreed to consider forming a
committee to support policy revision.

Ms. Bryson reported strong compliance
improvements.

Dr. Fortt noted anti-vaccine parents are
adjusting to requirements, though some children
must receive catch-up doses.

Dr. York and Dr. Fortt supported, emphasizing
data sharing and public education.

Ms. Khushalani reported DSS and Stamford
Health are developing coordinated plans.
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Old Business:
Streaming Platforms
Ms. Lorraine Olson e Streaming Platform Setup Dr. York and Dr. Fortt to coordinate
Commissioners confirmed IT setup will continue. scheduling.
New Business:
Chicken Coop Concerns Backyard Chicken Coops
Ms. Lorraine Olson Ms. Olson raised concerns regarding health risks and
ordinance violations Mr. Jobe agreed public education would be
helpful to discourage coops in dense urban
areas.

| Appeals: |

Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 9:52 am

Submitted by: Lisaura Garcia
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