Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting held via Zoom

Monday, July 28, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Carmen Hughes, Debby Goldberg, George Johnson, Sonal
Patel, Pilar Pelaez, Ajmal Qureshi and Ana Gallegos. Sandra Jean Barrett and Yelena Klompus provided
reasons for their absence.

Chair Eva Weller, read the letter published by Mayor Caroline Simmons about the passing of Board of
Representatives President Jeff Curtis. She expressed her condolences to his family and gratitude for his
years of service to our city.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:17 pm.

Welcome: Eva thanked council members for attending the meeting. She stated that, according to the MMC
By-laws, there will not be a meeting in August.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes for the June 30, 2025, meeting. Debby
Goldberg made a motion to approve the minutes. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. Minutes were
approved as submitted.

Projects/Events Update

* Concert for Peace: Eva Weller shared the request that the MMC be one of the sponsors for the Concert
for Peace, “Find Your Cultural Voice Through Peace,” presented by the Ferguson Library in partnership with
Live with Maricarmen and the Committee for Peace, Sunday, August 3, at 2:00 at the Ferguson Library.
Ana Gallegos made the motion for MMC to co-sponsor the Concert for Peace, provide MMC logo, and help to
get the word out. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. The motion was approved by voting.

* Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU): Eva Weller asked Malinda Polite to report on the
HBCU event. Malinda shared that she had contacted John De Rosa and was told that HBCU is not having the
event this year.

* Hispanic Heritage Month - Rhythm and Rumba Salsa Night (s): Eva Weller reported she has been in
communication with Maria Fiora, a Stamford resident, from the “"Dance with Maria” studio in Stamford for
this year’s celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. Maria is interested in participating in the event and will
provide a D]/ percussionist. Eva posed the question about holding the event for one or two nights. After
discussing both options, Shobhna Bhatnagar made the motion to hold two nights of dance. The first night,
one instructor, Maria Fiora, as the guest instructor, and for the second night, we would explore other dance
groups, depending on availability. The expenses for the event will be no more than $2,000. Pilar Pelaez
seconded the motion. The motion was passed with 7 votes two nights and 1 vote for one night.

It was also suggested to invite Latino groups that had volunteered their time to participate in Stamford Day,
consider having a food truck, include live music to attract people and make the event fun. Eva Weller will
communicate with Mill River Park Collaborative to confirm the dates and details and will continue planning
with the MMC Executive Board. We'll advertise the event on the MMC social media, send a press release to
the Latino newspapers and other media, and distribute the invitation widely to our friends and contacts.

* Projects/Events for Consideration: Eva Weller shared that the UConn Library of Stamford requested
the MMC co-sponsor a UConn Library speaker event with Dr. Ali Kulez a professor from Boston. This event is
for Hispanic Heritage Month and will focus on Spanish culture and engage the attendees with a focus on food
and recipes. The event will take place on Wednesday, September 10, at 3:00 pm. They are asking for the
use of the MMC logo to promote the event and a donation of $250 to help with the event expenses. Malinda
Polite made the motion to cosponsor the UConn Library speaker event in Stamford. Ana Gallegos seconded
the motion. The motion was accepted and approved.

* Flag Raising Ceremonies: MMC was invited to attend the following flag raising ceremonies:
Ecuador: Sunday, August 10 at the Old Town Hall

Bolivia: Sunday, August 17 - 11:00 am at Stamford Government Center

Uruguay: Sunday, August 17 - 2:00 pm at Stamford Government Center

Jamaica: August 9 - 10:00 am at Stamford Government Center



Trinidad & Tobago: August 22 - 11:00 am at Stamford Government Center
Pakistan: August 16 — details to be determined
India: Sunday, August - details to be determined

In addition, in July, there were celebrations for the independence of Colombia and Peru.

Budget Report:

Eva Weller asked Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar to give MMC budget reports.

Shobhna showed on screen the Stamford Day 2025 budget report. First, she showed the proposed budget
$4,305. Then she explained the total expenses of $5,955, including in-kind contributions of

$1,650. She said $290 was paid to the food trucks and the quilt expenses are still outstanding until the quilt
is completed. Ana said Luz will submit the receipts after the quilt is completed.

Shobhna then informed that from the $10,000 of the total Budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal year, the
expenses were $8,666.86, with $1,423.14 remaining that will go back to the Mayor’s Office budget.

Eva thanked Carmen for helping with the printing, covers, and certificates given to the performers and
groups. She added that all the MMC bags were given away during Stamford Day and that we don’t have any
for future events. Carmen offered to check prices and order bags. Eva reported that the two MMC tents were
missing. She said that if someone knows where the tents are to let her know; otherwise, we'll have to
consider buying them for future events.

Carmen thanked Eva, Malinda, Ana, Shobhna, and the MMC team for their time, dedication, and for” making
things happen”.

New Business:

Eva Weller asked if any council member wants to propose specific initiatives for the year, to please let her
and the MMC executive board know.

Eva shared that John Cassone, who is a leader in the Italian community, is interested in possibly joining the
MMC and working with us in the greater community. Carmen said that everyone who wants to join the MMC
should be informed about the MMC'’s role and events in the community.

Next Meeting: Monday, September 29, 2025
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 pm.

Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



