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Commissioners Attendance June 12, 2025 

 

Present:        Absent:  

Ms. Lorraine Olson   Dr. Tabitha Fort   

Dr. Thomas Getreuer  Dr. Marc Peyser  

Dr. Douglas York    Mr. Louis DeRubeis 

     

    

Guest Attendance: Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator 

of Family & Community Engagement 

Call to Order  Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:02am. 

   

  

 

Topics 

Minutes:  

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission 

Meeting of May 8th, 2025.  

 

 

Correspondence & Public Response:  

 

   

 

 

 Welcome Center Update 

Mr. Juan Pazmino  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Juan Pazmino  

• Welcome Center Activity  

Mr. Pazmino reported that the Welcome Center is 

in the process of hiring two Enrollment Specialists 

in preparation for the centralization of high school 

open enrollment, effective July 1, 2025. Beginning 

on this date, the Welcome Center will be the sole 

location for registering high school students in 

Stamford. Registration for students in grades K–8 

Actions 

 

• Motion to approve with edits occurred at 

9:03am (Approved 3-0) 
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will continue to be available at the Welcome Center 

as well as at other designated locations. 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:  

If sports physical, which are required throughout 

the year, would still be handled at the high 

schools or if they would need to be processed at 

the Welcome Center. She also inquired about the 

procedure for physical and immunizations for 

high school students now that they will no longer 

be processed at the school buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer asks:  

Whether the Welcome Center would be fully 

staffed in terms of necessary personnel following 

the hiring of the two Enrollment Specialists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:  

Mr. Pazmino responded that the nurses 

will remain at the high schools to handle 

any follow-up for physical and 

immunizations. Parents will be required 

to submit all necessary documentation, 

including physical and vaccinations, for 

high school registration at the Welcome 

Center. The information will be uploaded, 

and the school nurse will be notified for 

review. If any information is missing, the 

nurse will follow up with the parents to 

ensure that all requirements are met. 

 

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:  

Mr. Pazmino explained that while the 

addition of the two Enrollment Specialists 

will help meet staffing needs, the 

Welcome Center will not have an on-site 

school counselor or nurse. However, 

efforts are underway to collaborate with 

Moira Bryson and Jodi to secure nurse 

coverage during the summer months. A 

list of available nurses has already been 

compiled, and communication with them 

will be ongoing. Additionally, the 

Welcome Center is located next to a 

school-based Health Center and other 

community resources, where families can 

be referred as needed. 
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   Director of Health & Human Services Report  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Funding & Immunization Campaign 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan shared positive news that grant 

funding was restored due to a judge’s ruling. The 

State Department of Public Health has authorized 

local health departments to resume use of these 

funds. 

 

• She emphasized the importance of the grant 

supporting immunizations, especially with school 

registration underway. A contracted service provider 

is producing a video today featuring key personnel 

and community partners to promote childhood 

vaccinations. 

 

Concerns Regarding State Budget Cuts 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan expressed concerns over the 

proposed state budget, which could significantly 

impact public health, particularly in areas such as: 

o Emergency Preparedness 

o Housing Programs  

o Food security and insurance coverage 

 

State Per Capita Cost-Sharing Grant 

• The department will be receiving legislated funding 

from the State under the per capita cost-sharing grant 

for municipalities over 50,000 population. This 

supports staffing and programming needs. 

 

Gun Violence Prevention Grant 

• A public health-oriented grant proposal around gun 

violence prevention was submitted in partnership 

with the Grants Department, Public Safety 

(especially the police), and community groups. 

Awaiting the outcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health Commission Meeting 

City of Stamford 

DRAFT MINUTES   

June 12, 2025 

 

Page 4 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internships and Student Support 

• High school and graduate student interns are 

assisting with several key initiatives, including: 

o Housing support 

o Senior transportation grant 

o Dental program 

o Data analysis/report writing 

o Air quality monitoring 

Accreditation Update 

• Feedback was received on the department’s 

accreditation submission. Only 13 

resubmissions/clarifications were requested out of 

over 200 documents. 

 

 

• Final submission is planned for July, with a site visit 

to follow (including both virtual and in-person 

reviews). Ms. Bishop-Pullan acknowledged staff, 

particularly Brittany, Dipika, and Raquelle, for their 

efforts. 

 

Community Health Needs Assessment 

• Continued collaboration with Stamford Hospital on 

the Community Health Needs Assessment. Currently 

reviewing the draft; focus is on setting actionable 

goals, especially for complex issues like housing. 

 

Air Quality Monitoring 

• The department’s air quality monitoring program is 

now active. A link to the community meeting and 

data access instructions was shared. Sensors monitor 

ozone, PM2.5, and nitrogen dioxide. 

 

• An intern is monitoring the system daily. Current 

readings are slightly elevated due to high 

temperatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer and Ms. Lorraine Olson 

publicly commended Ms. Bishop-Pullan and the 

department for their exceptional work in securing 

funding, advancing public health initiatives, and 

preparing for accreditation. 
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Emergency Preparedness 

• Shelter surveys of all school-designated emergency 

shelters have been completed. Findings are shared 

with the Red Cross for final reporting. 

 

• A “Go-Bag” emergency preparedness event was 

hosted with the Senior Center. Over 60 seniors 

participated in an educational program and received 

emergency supply kits. 

 

• The department is also in the process of updating its 

Public Health Emergency Response Plans and shelter 

protocols. 

 

Health Promotions 

• Messaging for sun safety, heat exposure, and vector-

borne illnesses underway. 

 

• Worker safety materials sent to partners and posted at 

hardware stores, library, etc. 

 

Housing Services 

• Raquelle revamped the housing services website and 

created a system to track fair rent complaints. 

 

• Housing Task Force conducted joint evening 

inspections for overcrowding issues. 

 

Temporary Events Oversight 

• Staff actively monitoring food safety at events with 

vendors/trucks due to community demand. 

 

Beach & Tick Surveillance 

• Weekly beach water testing continues; hotline 

available for closures. 

 

• Ticks testing positive for Lyme & Babesiosis public 

awareness encouraged. 
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Human Services 

• Continuing support for rent rebates for seniors 

and adults with disabilities. 

 

• Support available for insurance renewals. 

 

Nursing & Dental 

• School nurses ensuring students are up-to-date on 

immunizations (measles concern). 

 

• Both teams have open positions (dental hiring later in 

August). 

 

• Community nursing assisting with physicals, 

immunizations, camp physicals, and overflow from 

Welcome Center. 

 

• Dental will also support Welcome Center overflow in 

August. 

 

Chronic Disease Support 

• Community clinic returning to ShopRite for BP 

checks, senior housing outreach. 

 

• Lead case response continues at lower intervention 

levels. 

 

Wastewater Surveillance 

• Monitoring for respiratory illness, norovirus, 

measles. 

 

• A measles spike in May (likely from a passerby); no 

further positives since. 

 

Henry Street 

• Opening delayed to August/September. 

 

• Current relocation space secured through October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health Commission Meeting 

City of Stamford 

DRAFT MINUTES   

June 12, 2025 

 

Page 7 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:  

What the COVID update was with there being a second 

immunization recommended? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer stated: 

The COVID test kits are no longer free and are 

expensive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson 

Emphasized the need to track small, unplanned events 

(like the hazmat incident) because they: 

o Take time and staff resources. 

o Add to the Health Department’s workload. 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:  

CDC Recommendations Have Changed: 

• Updated guidance recommends additional 

COVID-19 shots for specific groups. 

 

• The Health Department will make vaccines 

available for uninsured individuals who fall 

within the recommended age groups. 

 

Insurance Uncertainty: 

• It’s unclear whether insurance will cover the 

additional doses if they're not strongly 

recommended. 

 

• This could impact accessibility and cost for 

residents. 

 

Fall May Look Different: 

• The Department is preparing for a potentially 

different vaccine rollout this fall, while also 

encouraging flu vaccinations to reduce 

illness. 

 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:  

At-Home Test Kits Are No Longer Federally 

Supplied: 

• Free test kits from the federal government 

have been discontinued. 

 

• Over-the-counter test kits are expensive 

(hundreds of dollars). 

 

 

Health Department Has Funding to Purchase 

Tests: 

• Through reinstated grant funding, they can 

still procure and distribute test kits, 

especially to: 

o Shelters 
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o Often go unrecognized during budget 

discussions with the Board of Finance. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Douglas York's Report: 

• Noted a significant increase in patient fear related to 

ICE presence, particularly impacting daily operations 

across multiple clinical sites. 

 

• Clinics typically serve 1,000 patients per day; this 

week saw an unusually high number of calls from 

patients afraid to seek services. 

 

• Questioned whether Juan or Jody had observed 

similar issues at their locations 

 

 

Dr. Douglas York Follow-up to Jody: 

o Asked if there was any observed clinic-level 

impact from ICE activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Douglas York responded: 

o Physical therapy services have been affected, 

particularly: 

o Post-surgical patients delaying critical PT/OT 

sessions due to fear. 

o Organization is pivoting to 

telehealth/telemedicine to maintain care access. 

o All training and services are now offered in both 

English and Spanish to ensure inclusivity. 

o Other congregate settings 

 

• Price Not Recently Checked, but the 

Department is aware that retail costs are 

high. 

 

Mr. Juan Pazmino's Response: 

• Confirmed increased ICE activity in 

Stamford, Greenwich (exit 3 on I-95), 

Norwalk, and surrounding areas. 

 

• Stated that parental concern is notably rising, 

especially in the past week. 

 

• Highlighted that while ICE presence was a 

concern early on, this week has been 

particularly difficult in terms of family fear 

and avoidance of services. 

 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan's Response: 

• Community Clinic Nurses reported: 

o Patients are calling to inquire, but 

many hang up when asked for names 

or appointment details. 

o Others decline to proceed once 

identifying information is requested, 

indicating a clear fear of being 

tracked or reported. 
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Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 9:41 am 

 

Submitted by: Liznery Roman    

 

 

 

 

 

Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare  

    Mr. Louis DeRubeis 

 

 

 

Old Business 

 

 

 

 

 

New Business: 

o Emphasized the need to monitor the situation 

closely and support the community while this 

issue continues to unfold. 

 

 

 

Absent, No Report provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Appeals:   


