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Urban Forestry Working Group
Meeting Minutes
Branching Out Tree Initiative

Location: | 10-14, Stamford Government Center

Date: Monday, June 23, 2025

Time: 10:00 — 11:00 am

Attendees: | Ralph Blessing, Luca Bushkin, Luke Buttenwieser, Bob Clausi, Nette
Compton, Melanie Hollas, Diana Kolaj, Ron Markey, Erin McKenna, Michael
Moore, Danielle Petretta, Nina Sherwood, Thomas Turk

Agenda | Topic Description
Item
1 Branching Out The purpose of this meeting was for Erin McKenna and

Initiative Luca Bushkin to present progress and receive feedback

on the City’s Branching Out Tree Initiative.

Prior to the discussion, the group noted that 16 new trees
were added to the recently renovated Sue McGraw
Friendship Playground at Mill River Park which officially
opened over the weekend at Tresser and West Main.

Luke also mentioned starting work on Clinton Ave in front
of Charter Oak which will include sidewalk improvements
utilizing geo-mesh to raise the sidewalk to meet tree
roots, while also meeting ADA slope requirements --
similar to work that was done by Bartlett Arboretum.

To recap: The City received a $1M tree planting grant
from USDA which will cover 390 new street trees and
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another 50 new trees in parks.

The street tree inventory has been completed by Davey
and has identified over 2,000 street tree planting
opportunities with site specific species recommendations.

Erin and Luca have presented the initiative at five school
assemblies and gave out flyers in Spanish and English to
bring home, contacted neighborhood associations and
organizations like Soundwaters, conducted a survey, sent
out postcards in Spanish and English to residents, and
developed a web page under Parks and Rec with request
links and a map of all planting sites. They hoped this
process would have garnered many requests for street
trees by residents.

There were 25 residential street trees requested, 14 of
those were valid. (There were various reasons for why a
response/form submission was flagged as invalid,
including but not limited to incorrect site IDs and missing
or incorrect addresses.) There were suggestions to reach
out to landscape companies and their clients and Board
of Rep members for more participation but noted that the
Reps are volunteers with limited time.

The group discussed how to equitably select locations for
the new plantings — to develop a decision tree for trees —
and looked at several potential sites and their
surroundings via GIS.

After debate, the group suggested the following
parameters to create the greatest impact and increase
the quality of life for residents:

e Plant the trees that were requested.
¢ Avoid industrial areas and big-box stores.
e Plant trees where people live.

e Focus on high-need areas in EJ communities with
the highest land temperatures and least tree
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coverage.

e Produce overlays of temperature and tree canopy
coverage over the planting site map to help identify
need.

e Plant on streets around parks.

e Avoid state roads.

e Use flex pave and other permeable, flexible
surfaces/materials around tree beds.

e Concentrate on West Side and Waterside
neighborhoods.

e Plant trees in clusters that are easier to maintain,
share resources and offer economies of scale.

¢ Plant at transit stops, esp. bus stops for
shelter/shade.

e Look for steward partners — especially
organizations such as Stamford Health, faith-
based community groups, the recently created
Stamford Parks Community Partnership, other
non-profits, etc.

Diana suggested tagging new trees with information on
that tree and how to request a tree via QR Code, to
create more awareness and conservation --- similar to
Yale’s URI website here and request a tree here.

Nette mentioned how Mill River kept linden trees that the
landscape architect recommended for removal as a
teaching tool, to show how the environment impacts tree
health.

Erin was trying to get clarification to see if the grant can
be used to expand a tree pit. But because of the mass
layoffs- including grant managers, it is hard to get an
answer. It costs about $1,300 to create a tree pit, though
some thought it was more than that.

Erin is also incorporating feedback to structure the
planting contract, such as watering trees for one year,
placing an 18-inch guard around the beds and following
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the guidelines of the City’s Street Tree Manual. The
contract should also specify what type of trees should be
planted in the fall v. spring starting this fall.

From the City side, an Urban Forester position could be
filled by the end of the year to manage the planting
program. There was also discussion of retrofitting existing
trucks to help water and maintain trees as well.

The group also discussed possibly holding a public event
re: the initiative, or table at events such as DSSD’s
farmers market and/or neighborhood block parties to let
residents know how they can request a tree.
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