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Urban Forestry Working Group

Meeting Agenda

Location: | 10-10, Stamford Government Center

Date: Monday, May 19t 2025

Time: 12:00 -1:30 pm

Attendees: | Ralph Blessing, Luca Bushkin, Luke Buttenwieser, Nette Compton, Diana

Kolaj, Erin McKenna, Matt Quifiones, Danielle Petretta, Nina Sherwood,
Thomas Turk
Agenda | Topic Description
Item
1 Welcome Matt Quifiones opened by reiterating the meeting’s

purpose: to discuss coordination of the City’s sidewalk
and street trees policies, acknowledging the need to
adapt and update existing polices. The Group’s
overarching goal is to develop recommendations for the
City’s coordinated approach to sidewalk repair and street
tree planting and removal. Nina Sherwood added that
even though the initial instinct to remove trees to level
buckling sidewalks, there are other ways to deal with
these issues and save and preserve existing street trees.
She hopes that the City can prioritize alternatives so that
we don’t continue to lose street trees, especially mature
trees.

2 Existing Sidewalk | Luke Buttenweiser recounted the numerous, competing
and Tree space needs for the limited area between buildings and
Planting/Removal | roadways including sidewalks, parking, bike
Policies and infrastructure, amenities, street trees, travel lanes, utility
Regulations - poles, fire hydrants, etc. He also stated that many cities
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including issues
and conflicts.

are facing multi-million dollar lawsuits if they do not
comply with current ADA requirements for sidewalks and
intersections. The City has been upgrading accessibility
at intersections to meet these requirements.

Thomas Turk reminded that sidewalks need to be made
safe for pedestrians and should have a width of 5 feet.
They are instances where a tree pit takes up additional
space, leaving only 18 inches for walking, forcing
pedestrians to walk on grates, creating tripping hazards.
He also reiterated the need to remove and not create
tripping hazards as this exposes the City to additional
lawsuits which require depositions. Growing tree root
systems often leave traditional sidewalks uneven. The
point of the sidewalk is to walk.

Nina wants to ensure that we establish guidelines and
policies that are long-term and embedded with a specific
protocol that prioritizes trees — whether that could be
establishing an easement, removing parking, using
eminent domain etc., -- whatever is needed to maximize
preservation. Nina also mentioned that the new ordinance
she is working on with Nette, Erin, and Melanie, could be
designed to improve initial designs to ensure healthy
trees and set up new plantings for success.

Diana added that if buildings were to have or be required
to have ‘front yards’ with trees that provided shade, there
would not be a need for additional street trees in those
instances.

Melanie asked how trees are dealt with when bike lanes
are constructed and that there could be standards built
into bike-lane plans.

Matt noted that the City’s tree inventory, highlighting tree
planting opportunities will be helpful for decision-making.

Ralph told the group as part of zoning district reviews,
zoning regulations will increase permeable surfaces to
encourage trees/vegetation, by adding a maximum lot
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coverage of impervious surfaces. There are parking lot
guidelines as well that will create a buffer around the lot,
while also requiring every other row of the lot to be
planted and that for every 10 parking spaces a shade tree
needs to be provided. Zoning requirements are also
encouraging green roofs.

Luke presented plans for Bedford Plaza where Silva cells
will be used to allow tree root growth below the surface at
Bedford Street and Forest. Nina asked why the plan is
removing mature trees. Luke explained that because the
sidewalk is already too lifted in certain spots and the
project is regrading an existing parking lot into a plaza,
plans must address/direct storm water flooding. The
landscape architect also identified some tree disease and
trying to retrofit tree pits with Silva cells didn’t work.
DSSD will maintain and water the new trees.

Nina recounted that the same grade and tree health
issues came up during the Government Center Plaza
renovation plan, until it was reimagined and redesigned to
retain mature trees only after Nina’s intervention, calling
attention to the mission of this group.

Erin agreed that a review process for street tree plantings
and removals could be the most impactful for
comprehensive planning and garnering additional public
engagement.

In addition, there was also a discussion re: the potential
formulation of a City Tree Commission, which the draft
ordinance recommends. For now, Matt requested to
keep this item on the group’s agenda and stated that we
will rely on the Urban Forestry Working Group to discuss
and remedy any tree removal issues.
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