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URBAN FORESTRY WORKING GROUP 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

 
Location: 10-14, Stamford Government Center and Teams 

Date: Monday, March 31, 2025 

Time: 10:30 am -12:00pm 

Attendees: Ralph Blessing, Luca Bushkin, Luke Buttenwieser, Nette Compton, Erin 
McKenna, Ron Markey, Danielle Petretta, Nina Sherwood,  

Agenda 
Item 

 

Topic 

2 Luke Buttenwieser gave a quick update on the Government Center 
Improvement project. The updated plan preserves almost all existing trees on 
the plaza and will also add new trees. Ron said that he will respond to emails 
received from the public objecting to tree removal at the GC and will let the 
writers know of the update plan.  Luke also mentioned the plaza project at the 
intersection of Bedford and Forest, the most dangerous intersection with one 
fatality in the past year. The project will include new trees and pedestrian 
upgrades.  The project will be the first in the City to use a silva cell which gives 
tree roots room to grow beneath the surface.  He also mentioned a project on 
Pacific Street which will include trees and a bioswale.  The group discussed 
how this inventory will be maintained and updated and whether or not it can be 
linked to the Veoci work order system.  Nina Sherwood brought up the 
Edgewood sidewalk project and that the City’s sidewalk policy be discussed at 
a future meeting including how it aligns with the mission of this working group to 
preserve the City’s trees. 

3 Erin McKenna gave an update on the Street Tree Inventory Project, which is 
still underway, but 2,500 potential tree planting opportunities with species 
recommendation have been identified.    The information is still being reviewed 
and when it is completed, we will purchase the TreeKeeper software.   

A website was developed which includes a map of sites.  Sites along state 
roads will be removed.   

4 Erin also updated the group on the City’s Tree Planting Grant which will be 
used to plant 400 trees and whether or not the grant will still be available under 
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new federal conditions.  New Haven was not able to be reimbursed for their tree 
planting efforts and SCA have paused their efforts.  

 

Community outreach is underway to let residents and businesses know how to 
request trees.  Five elementary school assemblies are planned, three have 
been completed.  Requested trees typically have a higher rate of survival. 
Diana stated that some residents might see caring for a tree a burden and that 
benefits of trees be better communicated. 

5 Erin McKenna reported that we were contacted by CT DEEP regarding their 
ownership of 102 Liberty Street.  CT DEEP will be holding a community event 
on Saturday April 26th at 11:00 am to get community input on what to do with 
the site.  The group discussed different uses for the site which could potentially 
be utilized by FairgateFarm to grow crops or fruit trees.  Nette mentioned that 
Mill River will be planting a food forest.  Nina suggested subsequent 
discussions center around how to update decision-making related to tree 
planting and particularly tree removals. 

 Action Item: Danielle to schedule a meeting to discuss Stamford’s sidewalk 
policies. 
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