Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting held via Zoom

Tuesday, May 27, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Carmen Hughes, Debby Goldberg, Francise Jean-Louis,
George Johnson, Naomi Osei-Mensah, Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez, Ajmal Qureshi, and Ana Gallegos, attended
by Zoom. Sandra Barrett and Yelena Klompus provided reasons for their absence.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:16 pm.

Welcome: Eva Weller thanked council members for attending the meeting. She stated that according to the
MMC By-laws if a holiday falls on a Monday meeting date, the meeting will take place on Tuesday.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes for the April 28, 2025, meeting. Debby
Goldberg made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. Minutes
were approved unanimously.

Projects/Events Update:

* Stamford Memorial Day Parade:

Eva Weller informed that the Stamford Memorial Parade took place on Sunday, May 18th. Carmen Hughes
created the JotForm and a letter to multicultural organizations and dance groups which was sent to
organizations by MMC secretary Ana Gallegos. Although the MMC didn't know which groups registered to join
MMC in the parade, the organizations and groups that joined us in the Memorial Day Parade were: INTEMPO,
Project Music, SPEF, PLTI, PEP, Slowianie, dance group from Poland, and The Irish American Cultural Society
of Stamford.

Eva thanked Carmen Hughes for inviting the MMC to be part of, for the first time, the Memorial Day Parade.
She also thanked Ana Gallegos, secretary and Pilar Pelaez MMC members for joining her to march in the
parade and Carmen for also marching with MMC. Carmen indicated that in the future all the groups joining
MMC would walk together. A suggestion was made that for the Veterans Day Parade, MMC members could
wear the same color scarf. She added that this year the number of bands and walking groups were larger
than last year. An announcement was also made at the parade about the upcoming Stamford Day event to
be held on June 1st.

* Stamford Day:

Eva Weller asked Malinda Polite, event chair, to share updates of Stamford Day. Malinda said that the
committee and the executive board met to continue planning the event and are looking for a great event, as
usual. She reported that we need volunteers. Malinda contacted many members about their attendance,
participation and responsibilities for the event. She thanked Eva Weller for her leadership and for helping to
contact the speakers and coordinate with Mill River Park Collaborative, as well as Ana Gallegos for sending
invitations to the community groups and dance groups.

Eva thanked Carmen Hughes for creating the JotForm and for sharing updates about registration to the
executive team. She shared that most of the speakers confirmed their attendance and participation. We're
still working on the program because we don't have all the information about which performers and
community organizations have registered. Eva shared that MMC member Shelly N. is generously donating
snacks and water for 500 people, as well as providing a hotel room to hold and fill the bags. Eva asked who
was available to help fill bags on Friday 30t at 5:30 pm. Shobhna, Malinda, George, Pilar, Sonal, Carmen,
Ana and Eva volunteered to help. She added that this year we won’t add water bottles to the bags. The
water will be given out separately at the Welcome table.

Eva thanked Ana for updating the list of responsibilities and volunteers and for sending personalized letters
to the community groups, performers and food trucks. Ana reported that only 21 organizations and 9 dance
groups registered by May 15, so Eva and the executive team decided to send personalized letters to dance
groups and nonprofit organizations, which were not yet registered. Ana showed a chart on screen with
council members, their responsibilities and the group they will coordinate with, for which Malinda, previously
made calls and others agreed during the meetings. Ana said that volunteers will be added to each group.



Carmen Hughes IDEA, Director - JotForm Link for registration

Eva Weller — Chair, coordinates Program/introduces Speakers-coordinates with Mill River Collaborative and
Shelly Nichani, coordinates in-kind donation of coolers, tents and sandbags.

Malinda E. Polite, Vicechair, greet presenters and introduce speakers and performers (10:30-1:30)
Shobhna Bhatnagar / Pilar Pelaez - coordinate Food trucks - tables

Meera Banta, greet presenters and introduce (1:30 - 2:30)

Sandra Barrett - coordinates Volunteers/Set-up

Meera Banta, Francise Jean Louis, Ajmal Qureshi, George Johnson (afternoon) - coordinate Welcome Table
Deborah Goldberg / Hayate Jandar - coordinate Passport

Shelly Nichani — purchase donations of Goodies for 500 bags & water and space

Naomi Osei-Mensah - coordinates Quilt (Luz Tsiralidis)

Sonal Patel - coordinates Word Search

Ana Gallegos - coordinates tables for Community/Agencies

George Johnson - coordinates Banner

Yelena Klompus/ Eva Padilla- coordinate Dance Groups

Pilar Pelaez/Beatrice Chodosh - coordinate Food Trucks, food -- coffee and donuts, bagels

Carmen Hughes/James Hinton /Ana - coordinate Raffle (12 gift cards)

Carmen Hughes, Pilar Pelaez, and George Johnson - coordinate water bottlers and ice

Kevin Polanco from the Alliance of Chaplains has confirmed his group participation helping with set-up &
clean-up, placing tables, chairs, tents, banner on the wall, etc. as they did last year.

Ana informed that for the first time performers from Trinidad & Tobago, Sefior de Girén (Ecuador), Ladies of
Finesse Dance Company, and singers Sarah Takarout Aguirre (Mexico) and Jei Santander
(Colombia/Ecuador) will participate.

Ana stated that Eva Weller prepared and sent the Press Release to the media, and it was translated into
Spanish and sent to the Spanish newspapers. She added that flyers and information in three languages had
been published in the City of Stamford newsletter, MMC social media, Hey Stamford, The Patch. She thanked
MMC members for sharing information and helping to publicize the event.

Carmen H. informed that now we have 55 registrations. 15 of them are performers, 6 also asked for tables.
Naomi requested that her community organization table be placed with access to an electricity outlet.

Eva said that Shobhna and Pilar had been coordinating the food trucks. Ana sent invitation letters to Kona
Ice, Project Taco, Taste of Grill, and Island Fusion. Pilar informed that only two food trucks -- Project Taco
and Taste of Grill, and Kona Ice had confirmed their participation. Unfortunately, Island Fusion will not be

able to participate at this time.

Eva asked members to help provide 3 to 4 coolers and bring ice. Carmen said that she will bring 2 coolers.
George and Pilar volunteered to bring bags of ice.

Eva asked members to arrive at 8:30am on Sunday to help set-up the event. Carmen and Shobhna will be
there at 8:00am to receive and coordinate the tables and chairs.

Budget Report:

Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar presented on screen a preliminary Stamford Day 2025 Budget-Expense
Report with an estimated total of $2,784,56. She said that some expenses are not yet reported, and some
invoices have not yet been received. After the event we’ll have the complete report. Eva Weller said that we
are lucky that we have important in-kind support and we don’t have to buy some items this year, like the
lawn signs which will be reused. We will need only to change the date. She thanked Malinda and Ana for
taking an inventory of the materials we have from last year, which also helped to reduce expenses.

Announcements

Melinda Polite asked MMC members to please share with their networks or feel free to nominate a non-profit
organization for the AARP 2025 Andrus Award, for Community Service Nominees. The AARP CT will donate
$3.000 to an eligible non-profit organization. The Nomination deadline is August 1. She will share more
details.

Next Meeting: Monday, June 30, 2025

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 pm.

Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



