COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 SUMMARY

Who Was There? What We Did

More than 80 community members

attended the workshop at K. T.
Murphy School on April 24, 2025
from 5-7pm.

City of Stamford was represented by:

Luke Buttenwieser, Project Manager, Transportation
Planner

Vineeta Mathur, Project Manager, Land Use Planner
Frank Petise, Chief of Transportation Bureau

Michael Frajman, Transportation Planner

Planning Consultant Team:

Jonie Fu, Lead Planning Consultant
Dominique Moore, Engagement Facilitator
Angela Hunt, Engagement Facilitator

Adam Lu, Transportation Planner
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Project introduction by the City
Consultant team introduction

Project intent, process and schedule
debrief

An interactive session followed where the
community participated in group
discussions about:

- Transportation/Traffic Challenges
- Pedestrian Safety
- Parking

- Neighborhood Amenities

- Housing
- What does not work well

- What do you enjoy the most
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COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 SUMMARY
What Was Said

Beautification of Cove Road

Blachley Road needs repaving - too many
potholes

Chelsea Piers needs to have one-way entrance
and exit, not both on East Main

Congestion at Cove and Shippan

Congestion Point on Jefferson and Myrtle Ave
Congestion point and traffic light issues at Cove
Rd/Shippan Ave

Crosswalk and signal needed at Willowbrook
Crosswalks exist near schools (Euclid Ave), but
cars don't stop

Day worker area at Dunkin Donuts pick-up area
looks messy

Double parking in bike lane on Myrtle Ave near
Elm St

Double sided parking on Houston Terrace

Drag Racing on Matthews Street

Easy access to Noroton Heights station

East Avenue off Soundview - parking on both
sides blocks cars

Elm St at Myrtle Ave - accident-prone; too dense
with traffic

Exit 6 needs sound walls extended due to
highway noise

Exit 9 - too many red-light runners

Flashing lights for sidewalk intersections and
add speed bumps on Lockwood Ave

Flooding under train tracks

Home Court shortcut behind Motel causing traffic
problems

lllegal cutting through blocked entrances
(Chelsea Piers, McDonald's, Gas station)

Light should allow a right turn at Cove and
Seaside

Lockwood Ave parking on both sides makes it
hard to navigate

Lots of speeding on Cove Road and East Main
Loud motorcycles
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During the breakout session, people shared their concerns, ideas, and questions by marking up maps, commenting with notes,
and engaging in immersive dialogues. Their input is recorded here.

TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC _______House

Make 2 left lanes off Exit 9 north

McDonald's and Gas station entrances cause
traffic jams

Myrtle Ave not bike friendly

Need bike and pedestrian safety for Weed Ave
Need new sidewalks and speed bumps on Cove
Road at Weed Ave to Albion Road

No sidewalk behind motel on Home Court

No sidewalk outside Cove Girill (school bus drop
off)

No turn on red needed at East Main just past
Weed

Noise from Cummings Park and loud car music
Noise ordinance needed and enforced
Overcrowding on Dora St. - tennis courts need
renovating

Parents speeding between Chelsea Piers and
Terry Connor's Rink

Pedestrian crossing needed at Elm, Cove &
Shippan

Prime Property but not best use - Cove Rd
between Shippan and Lockwood
Repair/enlarge gym area at Cove Beach
School buses stopping on East Main -
dangerous

Sidewalk all the way down Cove Road is in bad
condition

Sidewalk and speed bumps needed along Weed
Ave

Sidewalk needed on Matthews

Sidewalk on Upper Willowbrook to Hale Street -
dangerous and inaccessible for strollers
Sidewalks needed on Weed Ave

Solution needed for day worker area at Dunkin
Donuts

Soundview Ave speeding worse after repaving
Speed bumps needed on long stretches of road
Speed bumps needed on Weed Ave

Speed Control needed across neighborhoods

Speeders from Cove Road down Willowbrook
and onto Soundview through park

Speeders and traffic on McGee between
Hanover and Jefferson

Speeding on East Main

Speeding on Seaside

Speeding on Willowbrook

Street cleaners ineffective due to too many
parked cars

Street safety concerns - | don’t want to walk
anywhere anymore

Traffic backs up on Cove Rd turning onto
Lockwood Ave - Traffic light delay

Traffic choke point Cove Rd from Shippan Ave
to Soundview Ave

Traffic issue at EIm St and Myrtle Ave

Traffic on East Main stop-and-go - congestion
from multiple businesses and ramp

Traffic on Seaside and East Main "always in the
box"

Traffic signs and housing regulations ignored
Too much building with no parking provided
Too much cars on the road

Too much impermeable surfaces - floods - heat
island - lower air quality - East Main/EIm
Unsafe junction at Blachley and Cove

Weed Ave - lots of walkers but very dangerous
with speeders

Weekend traffic from out-of-towners - unsafe
walking conditions

Billy’s kid was killed by a speeder (Lockwood
Ave)

Cove East Side
Neighborhood Plan

Crack down on illegal units

Enforcement of zoning rules needed
Excessive luxury apartments

Gentrification and lack of diverse architecture -
repetitive new buildings

Get rid of illegal renters

Housing - not a lot of inventory or diversity of
types

Housing in need of repair on Ursula Place
lllegal conversion from 2-family to 4-family
homes (Dean St, Givens Ave, Pandora, Euclid)
lllegal overcrowding allowed - 4 unrelated
people per house rule abused

Limited destination to walk to impacts housing
desirability

No apartment buildings wanted

Overcrowding issues - Dean St, Givens Ave,
Pandora, Euclid Ave

Overcrowding on Dora St. - multi-family
houses

Protect our environment - no new low-income
housing

Really expensive housing - lower East Main
rents needed

Redevelopment opportunity at old Rogers
School on Lockwood Ave

Retain the small town feel

Strict inspections used to be required, now
ignored

Too many families with too many cars per
home

We love Cove, but living differently now due to
changes

We need enforcement of housing standards
and inspections

Worried new Ursula Place housing will cause
street overcrowding with parking

NEIGHOBRHOOD AMENITIES

A better café at Cove Park

Boost walking - less traffic

Can eat fast food or regular restaurant food on
East Main

City needs a furniture disposal plan - pick up
furniture from streets

Cove Beach:

A concert area

Free beach parking for residents

Geese control

More shade trees, benches and grills
Repair/enlarge gym area

Splash pad at park

Walkable access

Courtland Dog Park (under renovation now)
Crime and safety concerns at Cummings and
Cove Parks - illegal activity at night
Deli/Bakery/Coffee Shop/Cafes needed
Encourage more local businesses

Food trucks in front of Rogers School (Lockwood
Ave)

Free beach parking for residents

Gelato place at Cove and Seaside doesn’t have
consistent hours

Greenwich stays private - why can't Stamford?
Library needed at Courtland Park

Library needed on East Side

Love the convenience of liquor stores and
smoke shops but want visual standards

Love to walk in parks - only safe early mornings
now

Make Norwalk-style beach amenities at Cove
Beach

More green space around Chelsea Piers

More green space dispersed across
neighborhood

More shaded sidewalks and public areas

Need more restaurants, bakeries, coffee shops
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What We Heard

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 SUMMARY

Severe congestion and unsafe traffic patterns

Major concerns with speeding and reckless driving
Pedestrian and bicycle safety

Parking conflicts

Noise pollution

Flooding and impermeable surfaces

Cut-through traffic abuses

Persistent traffic choke points at major intersections
Lack of enforcement for speeding, illegal parking, noise
ordinances

Inconsistent or missing pedestrian infrastructure

Unsafe school areas

Overcrowded, aging street infrastructure and high accident
zones

Weekend over-tourism compounding traffic and safety
issues
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lllegal conversions, overcrowding, and lack of zoning
enforcement

Rising cost of living with few affordable or diverse housing
options

Tensions between development and preserving
neighborhood character

Concern about future overdevelopment without
infrastructure to support it

lllegal multi-family conversions leading to parking and
infrastructure strain

Absence of strict inspections contributing to housing
degradation

Perception that luxury development displaces long-term
residents

Overcrowding impacting street parking, safety, and
walkability

Worry about future overbuilding

In the process of reviewing the comments, the planning team noticed some common themes. This is a summary of the key issues.

Desire for more local businesses

Frustration with proliferation of liquor stores and smoke
shops

Demand for improved parks and recreational spaces
Public safety concerns in parks after dark

Lack of library, pharmacy, and daily convenience amenities
Desire for shade, green space, splash pads, walkability
Underdeveloped local retail scene

Public safety concerns at Cove and Cummings Parks at
night

Visual blight from unregulated storefronts

Lack of shaded sidewalks, EV chargers, and green
infrastructure

Furniture and waste disposal issues cluttering streets



