Commissioners Attendance May 8, 2025

Present:

Ms. Lorraine Olson

Dr. Thomas Getreuer

Dr. Douglas York

Dr. Marc Peyser (arrived at 9:28am)
Dr. Tabitha Fort

Guest Attendance:

Health Commission Meeting
City of Stamford
APPROVED MINUTES
May 8, 2025

Absent:

of Family & Community Engagement

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator

Call to Order

Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:04am.

Topics
Minutes:

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission
Special Meeting of April 17, 2025.

Correspondence & Public Response:

Welcome Center Update
Mr. Juan Pazmino

Discussions

Mr. Juan Pazmino
o Welcome Center Activity

Mr. Pazmino reported high attendance at recent
registration events hosted by the Welcome Center.
One event saw over 80 families registered in a single
day, with approximately 100-120 individuals
present. The integration of services such as the
adjacent School-Based Health Center and on-site

Actions

Motion to approve occurred at 9:04am
(Approved 2-0)
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screenings created an efficient and supportive
experience for families.

Upcoming Registration Event

Another major registration event is scheduled for
May 10 from 10 am. to 2 p.m. at the Welcome
Center. A large turnout is anticipated, and additional
support measures are being arranged in advance.
Orientation for New Families

The Welcome Center has been holding orientation
meetings titled "SPS 101" to inform new families
about the basics of Stamford Public Schools (SPS).
Topics include attendance expectations, health
information, and points of contact for various
school-related issues. Feedback from families has
been positive, indicating the sessions are helpful.
Summer and Future Planning

The Center expects a busy summer due to out-of-
attendance zone requests and new registrations for
the next school year. The goal is to centralize
registration at the Welcome Center for greater
efficiency.

Community Partnerships

The welcome center has partnered with Building
One Community to provide information about
specialized juvenile visas and is planning additional
collaborative meetings with school staff.

Staffing and Centralized Registration Plans

The center is fully staffed at present. However,
pending budget decisions, they hope to add two more
OSS staff to assist with centralized registration. If
approved, centralized registration would begin July
1, starting with grades K-8, expanding to K-12 in
the future. Currently, the Center has only one
registrar, compared to four in similar models (e.g.,
Norwalk).

Current Registration Trends

Even before final approval of centralized
registration, schools have started directing families
to the Welcome Center, increasing foot traffic.
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Coordination with Moira Bryson ensures nursing
support and health screenings during major events.

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
Who can provide additional support staff?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
Will registration be centralized or stay at the buildings?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:

Are only new arrivals able to register?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:

Are school-based health center physicals done on-site?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
Can temporary help be provided during big events?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
When will the budget decision be finalized?

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:
Mr. Pazmino indicated Josh Fernandez is the
point of contact for temporary staffing approvals.

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:

It depends on whether the additional OSS
positions are funded. Without them, registration
will remain split between the Center and
individual buildings.

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:
No, any family moving to Stamford can register,
not just new arrivals.

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:

Yes, if slots are available. Families may be seen
the same day or scheduled shortly thereafter. This
service helps address a major barrier for many
families.

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:

Yes. For the upcoming registration event, nine
registrars from other buildings will assist. This is
an increase from the previous event, which had
seven.

Mr. Juan Pazmino responds:

The Board of Representatives and Board of
Finance have completed their votes. The Board of
Education is now deciding how to adjust to a $3.5
million budget cut. Final decisions are expected
by the end of next week.
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Director of Health & Human Services Report
Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan
e Budget & Funding

o Reviewed and passed through the Board of Finance
and Board of Representatives with minimal issues.

o A proposed amendment to eliminate the nursing
position did not pass.

o Department faced minimal impact from federal
funding cuts, but uncertainty remains.

o State budget discussions are ongoing: potential 10%
per capita funding cut was reversed by the
legislature, but final decision is pending.

Jody was interviewed locally and statewide about the

effects of federal cuts and continues to advocate for

public health funding.
e Program Impacts

o Immunization outreach has been affected due to
funding loss, especially challenging with the school
season approaching.

o The department continues efforts with limited
resources, focusing on respiratory and child
immunization awareness.

e Technology

o Transitioning to the City’s new licensing &
permitting platform (Opal via Oracle).

Raquel’s team and Environmental Health will begin
testing for data transfer accuracy.
¢ Internship & Workforce Development

o The Department is onboarding public health students
through DPH’s workforce program.

o A senior intern will join from the Youth Services
Bureau, continuing into summer.

e Accreditation

o Awaiting a response from the accreditation body by
late May or early June.

o Site visit projected for October or November,
dependent on timely submission of any follow-up
materials.
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o Department is preparing for accreditation while their

coordinator is out on maternity leave.
Community Health Needs Assessment

o Collaborating with Stamford Hospital on assessment
priorities using both qualitative and quantitative
data.

o Focus areas include severity, impact, and feasibility
of intervention.

o Strong partnership noted with Brittany and hospital
team organizers.

Air Quality Monitoring

o Monitors are installed and actively collecting data.

o Working with a vendor and data scientists to make
the information accessible via a public dashboard.

o The consultant completed a comprehensive air
quality plan, identifying areas for potential program
development.

Emergency Preparedness

o Staffattended FEMA-led training, positive feedback
from Abraham.

o Go-bag distribution events held for people with
disabilities (via ARI) and seniors.

o Conducting shelter surveys with Red Cross;
inventory completed for mass care/feeding trailers.

Health Screenings & Community Events

o Blood pressure screenings held at the Welcome
Center in partnership with Stamford Hospital for
Stroke Awareness Month.

o Participated in the Behavioral Health Fair with
Police Dept. and upcoming events include:

-Welcome Center fair (Saturday)
-Early Childhood Fair (May 17)
-Filling in the Blanks event (same day)
Mental Health Month Activities
o Collaborated with Vita and the Youth Mental
Health Alliance on a convening focused on
supporting care providers.
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o Hosted expert-led wellness workshops and
networking sessions.

o Partnership with the library on mental health
messaging and community programming.

o Event coordination was shared with Cradle to
Career to maximize participation and resource
sharing.

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
Do we have any measles cases?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
Is the measles vaccine still mandatory for children?

Dr. Douglas York asks:
Are there any different concerns or priorities this summer
compared to last?

Ms. Lorraine Olson asks:
Do you have enough inspectors and nurses? Is staffing
adequate?

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:

No, not in Connecticut. We’ve been staying
updated with CDC webinars and arranged for
someone from the State to speak with
pediatricians on how to handle potential cases.
We're prepared, if a case does appear—we know
who to contact and what support is available.

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:

Yes, there have been no changes. However, we’re
hearing more vaccine hesitancy, particularly from
the Southwestern AHEC team following up with
families. While it's anecdotal for now, we’re
working on better public education to reinforce
the importance of vaccination.

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:

Yes, I’'m disappointed that we couldn’t use
funding for vaccine outreach. I’m particularly
concerned about uptake of respiratory illness
vaccines and the ongoing support for scientific
guidance, especially as community members rely
on us for accurate health impact information (e.g.,
about plastic or PFAS). I'm committed to
providing evidence-based responses, not hearsay.

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:

We’re currently short one school nurse due to
retirement, and it’s a tight situation since absences
can quickly create gaps. Sub nurse’s help. For
environmental staff, we’re down one and have
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Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare
Mr. Louis DeRubeis

Old Business:

Worker Safety Concerns Raised by
Resident Paul Lombardo

Dr. Mark Peyser asks:
Have you been approached regarding snow/leaf blower
ordinances?

Absent, No Report provided.

Ms. Lorraine Olson

Paul Lombardo, an engineer and concerned resident,
observed construction workers handling tile and cement
without wearing masks. He feared exposure to harmful
dust could lead to lung issues, including cancer, and
wanted guidance on how to educate these workers about
safety and OSHA regulations.

three others pending food certification. While we
have staff in place, lack of certification limits our
capacity. The State is helping to streamline the
certification process, but until finalized, we
remain  stretched, especially with new
enforcement demands like lead inspections
starting at lower blood levels (5 pg/dL vs. 10 or
15 before).

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:

Yes, the Board of Reps is reviewing updated
language regarding leaf blowers, looking at
examples from other towns. It’s a challenging
1ssue due to noise and emissions, but there’s active
discussion about expanding current regulations.

Actions Taken:

» Ms. Lorraine Olson raised the concern during
the meeting and had a follow-up conversation
with Mr. Lombardo alongside Ms. Jody
Bishop-Pullan.

» Jody clarified that OSHA does not
specifically regulate this issue in the context
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Outcome:

Mr. Lombardo was satisfied with the Health
Department’s response and the proposed steps. The
team plans to move forward with outreach and
education efforts.

Dr. Tabitha Fortt asks:
Could the safety notices be posted on bulletin boards at
hardware stores like Home Depot?

raised but emphasized the importance of
education and mitigation.

Strategies discussed included:

Educating workers directly, especially on
using wet methods to control dust (a common
environmental health tactic).

Distributing simple, translated educational
materials through community partners,
libraries, and the Welcome Center.

Vetting materials through the health
department’s risk management team to ensure
accuracy.

Partnering with agencies such as Economic
Development to reach employers, even if
they’re not directly licensed by the health
department.

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds:
Possibly, we would need to ask the stores for
permission, but it’s a good idea worth exploring.
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New Business:

Road Safety Concern on Merritt Parkway

Ms. Lorraine Olson

Ms. Olson raised a public safety concern regarding a
recent experience on the Merritt Parkway near Exit 35,
where she suffered a complete tire blowout while driving.
She described the tire as being completely shredded,
causing her to lose control of the vehicle temporarily.
Upon returning to the area the following day, she observed
two additional vehicles that appeared to have experienced
the same issue. Ms. Olson believes there may be hazardous
debris on the road, such as nails or other sharp objects, and
asked who is responsible for roadway inspections and
maintenance on the Merritt Parkway.

e Dr. Marc Peyser and Dr. Douglas York advised that
the Connecticut State Department of Transportation
(DOT) is responsible for the Merritt Parkway, as it is
a state-maintained road.

e Dr. Thomas Getreuer added that the State Police are
also a point of contact for reporting such issues. He
noted that the State Police can be reached via 911 or
the non-emergency number at the Stamford Police
Department, and they will escalate the issue to the
proper authorities.

Ms. Olson confirmed she would report the
concern to the State DOT and/or State Police for
further investigation.

| Appeals:

Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 9:57 am

Submitted by: Lisaura Garcia
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