
Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford 
  Meeting held via Zoom 

 
Monday, April 28, 2025 

 
 
Attendance and Quorum Check:  
Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Carmen Hughes, Yelena Klompus, Naomi Osei-Mensah, 
Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez, Ajmal Qureshi, and Ana Gallegos, attended by Zoom. Sandra Barrett provided 
reasons for her absence. 
 
Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:17 pm. 
 
Welcome: Eva Weller thanked council members for attending the meeting. At Ajmal’s suggestion, Eva asked 
members to observe a moment of silence to pay tribute to Pope Francis.  
 
Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the March 31, 2025, meeting minutes, Malinda Polite 
made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Sonal Patel seconded the motion. Minutes were 
approved unanimously. 
 
Projects/Events Update: 
 
* Interfaith Community Seder: Eva Weller congratulated Deborah Goldberg for her role as one of the 
coordinators of the well-attended Interfaith Seder - “Uniting Our Community” which MMC co-sponsored. The 
Seder took place in UCONN Stamford on April first. Many legislators, community leaders and community 
groups were represented at the event. Council members in attendance were Eva Weller, Ana Gallegos, 
Shobhna Bhatnagar, Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez and Deborah Goldberg. They shared that it was a wonderful 
event with readings that were interesting and full of history, faith and hope. It was an inclusive and 
interactive program. Debby, Eva and Ana participated in the readings. 
 
* Stamford Day: Eva announced that Stamford Day will be held on Sunday June 1, 2025, at Mill River Park. 
She said that the MMC Executive Team will lead the event with Malinda Polite as Chair. Eva shared that   
invitations will be sent to nonprofit community organizations/agencies, artists, and dance groups. Eva will 
invite speakers, who will share the history of Stamford and represent the diversity of our city. MMC council 
members will coordinate different tables. Eva said that the flyers are in English and Spanish and with the 
help of Mill River Park Collaborative the flyer was translated into Creole. She asked members to share the 
flyers with their friends and community and help spread the word. 
 
Eva asked council members to let Malinda know if they will attend the event so responsibilities can be 
coordinated and assigned: 
 
• Shobhna and Pilar will coordinate the food trucks. Eva shared that co-sponsors Mill River Park 

Collaborative recommended two food trucks that are interested in participating. It was recommended to 
add information about the voucher process in letters to food trucks.  

• Ana will send a letter to volunteers who assisted in the past to see who is willing to help again this year.  
Sandra agreed to coordinate the volunteer group as she did in the past. 

• Yelena agreed to coordinate the dance and performers again this year.  
• Debby agreed to coordinate the passport activity. Her recommendation from last year was to have more 

passports, so the decision was to print 150 passports, and we’ll need to have 150 shaved ices for those 
children who complete the activity.  

• Another activity for children is the quilt project which Luz Tsiralidis, teacher and expert in paper quilting 
will oversee with the help of volunteers and MMC members.  

• Sonal suggested a word-search activity for children and adults. She will create one, using landmarks and 
vocabulary related to Stamford.  

Each table/ activity will be coordinated by a MMC council member and volunteers will be assigned to help 
them.  
Malinda will contact other members to check their availability for the day.  

 
Carmen recommended registering non-profit organizations and performers in the JotForm format that she 
will create. The information that we’ll collect will be: Who? What? Contact information, Yes or No table, and 
request to sign a Photo Release. To have a balance of the dance groups we’ll have some slots, and it will be 
accepted by first come/first serve. Carmen and MMC Executive Team will have up-to-date access to this 



information. Carmen will also ask the IT department for a city email for the MMC Executive Team to facilitate 
communication.  
 
Eva expressed her concern about using the jot-form for both performing groups and organizations. She 
stated the JotForm would work best for organizations and added we should use a different approach for 
performers --“we need to prepare a program that can be balanced with performers and speakers 
representing the diversity of Stamford.” Ana stated that the performers were never turned away. In the 
past, MMC had two smaller multicultural events, and groups were invited to participate in specific 
events/programs. She said that last year for Stamford Day we had the participation, for the first time of 
INTEMPO and the Greek Dance group. We accommodated them in the program, and they are interested in 
participating again this year. Malinda said that the participation of performers was due to Ana’s personal 
approach.  
 
Ana said that organizations are placed in alphabetical order and requests of special placement are honored. 
The same happens with the performers who request specific times because they attend other events. We’ll 
create two different letters to invite non-profit community organizations and performers. All will have to 
complete the JotForm.  
 
Another recommendation was not to put water in the bags, instead give water bottles at the Welcome Table. 
We are planning on water for the performers, volunteers, MMC and special guests, in addition to the public. 
 
Ana showed on screen, the map created last year showing the location of tables, activities, entertainment, 
Registration, Children activities, food trucks, bookmobile, community tables, food, etc. 
It was suggested to ask Mill River Park Collaborative for special parking for Eden who will bring food for 
volunteers at the event.  
 
Budget Report: 
Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar presented on screen the proposal for Stamford Day 2025. She said that the 
total proposal for the event is for $5,905. The expenses for a total of $4,305 are related to: food (breakfast), 
tables and chairs, vouchers for food, photographer. In kind: tents, electricity/parking, MMC bags cost of  
$1,650 has been paid. Giving a total of $5,955. We still need to add the expenses for the materials for 
children’s activities. Shobhna will collect and send all invoices and receipts to Carmen and Ngan.  
 
Carmen thanked Eva and Ana for presenting with her the MMC Budget to the BOR Fiscal Committee in 
person at the Government Center. A Power Point was prepared which included all the different MMC 
initiatives highlighting the three signature programs: The Afternoon of Jazz, Stamford Day and Rhythm and 
Rumba Salsa Nights. The Mayor’s Office requested an increase to MMC annual budget from $10,000 to 
$15,000. The increase is due to additional events, rising costs and reduced donations. All MMC events are 
free to the community. 
 
Old bussines: 
 
Eva shared, as discussed in the meeting, a letter which included a JotForm registration link, was prepared by 
Carmen and sent by MMC secretary to multicultural organizations and dance groups, inviting them to join 
the MMC in marching in the Stamford Memorial Day Parade on Sunday, May 18.  Carmen and MMC will 
receive notice of registrations. 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 (According to MMC By-laws if holiday falls on a Monday) 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
 
Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary 
 

 


