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Commissioners Attendance March 13, 2025 

 

Present:        Absent:  

Ms. Lorraine Olson   Dr. Marc Peyser   

Dr. Thomas Getreuer  

Dr. Douglas York  

Dr. Tabitha Fort (arrival late)      

    

Guest Attendance: Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Lisaura Garcia, Recording Secretary, Ms. Liznery Roman, Service 

Coordinator, Ms. Ashley Hutchison, Family & Community Engagement Liaison, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator of Family & Community 

Engagement, Mr. Ebrima Jobe, Assistant Director of Health & Director of Environmental Health & Inspections 

 

Call to Order  Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:03am. 

   

  

 

Topics 

Minutes:  

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission 

Meeting of February 13, 2025.  

 

 

 

Correspondence:  

 

 

 

Welcome Center Initiative 

Mr. Juan Pazmino & Ms. Ashley Hutchinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• No new correspondence was presented or 

discussed.  

 

 

 

Mr. Juan Pazmino  

• Mr. Pazmino reported that the Welcome Center is 

officially up and running. 

 

• A successful registration event was held last 

Saturday at the Welcome Center, marking a shift 

from previous locations such as the Government 

Actions 

 

• Motion to approve occurred at 9:04am 

 (Approved 2-0) 
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Center, Turn of River Middle School, and local 

libraries. 

 

• Key highlights of the event:  

o Nearly 70 families registered, doubling 

the typical first-day turnout of around 30 

students. 

 

o 12 staff members supported the event, 

including parent facilitators, volunteers, 

nurses (3), and notaries (3). 

 

o Families were able to complete 

registration, language testing, and 

physicals in one location, streamlining the 

process. 

 

• The feedback collected through a QR code survey 

was overwhelmingly positive. 

 

Ms. Ashley Hutchinson 

• Community partners were invited to set up tables 

at the registration event to provide information 

and resources to families. 

 

• Approximately 10 community partners 

participated, including:  

o Family Centers 

o Community Health Centers 

o Ferguson Library 

o Created a Career SPF 

o Jewish Family Services of Greenwich 

o Building One Community 

o St. Joseph's Parenting Center 

o United Parents for Student Success 

 

• Future events will include additional partners such 

as Filling in the Blanks and Maria Milan (to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Lorraine Olson highlighted the 

convenience and effectiveness of 
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Director of Health & Human Services Report  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

provide information about the HUSKY health 

program). 

 

• Ms. Hutchinson noted that partnerships were 

established through existing relationships and 

outreach to community organizations. 

 

• Registration events are scheduled as follows:  

o One event in May 

o Two events in July 

o Two events in August 

There are no events scheduled for June 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer  

Inquired about the frequency of Saturday registration 

events.  

 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson  

Asked whether students could still register at their schools.  

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan  

• Budget Stability and Funding Loss: 

o The department's budget is stable, but 

there was a loss of funding in the TB and 

STD Management Grant. 

o The position funded by this grant has been 

in place for over 20 years. Ms. Bishop-

Pullan plans to request budget expansion 

to cover this position. 

o The state expects the department to 

continue managing cases despite the 

funding cut. 

• Budget Adjustments and Reorganization: 

centralizing services at the Welcome 

Center, calling it a "gem of the city." 

 

 

Mr. Pazmino  

Confirmed that they are held six times a year. 

 

 

 

Mr. Pazmino  

Clarified that they could do so until July 1st, after 

which all registrations will be centralized at the 

Welcome Center. 
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o No significant increases or decreases — 

just shifting budget codes to reflect the 

reorganization from combining with 

Social Services. 

o Some savings were achieved through 

phone cost reductions. 

• National Public Health Week (April 4–13): 

o Planned activities include:  

▪ A presentation from Yale and 

DPH on emergency planning 

around climate change. 

▪ Weekly staff walking groups. 

▪ Tabling around the city with 

health educators. 

• Grants and Funding Updates: 

o Partnering with CHDI on a SAMHSA 

grant for opioid response and substance 

abuse prevention. 

o Collaborating with the Youth Services 

Bureau and Police Department on a 

mental health initiative targeting young 

people. 

o Applying for a tobacco prevention and 

cessation grant from the State. 

• State Per Capita Funding: 

o The state cut per capita funding by 10% 

in the Governor’s budget. 

o Ms. Bishop-Pullan is advocating to 

restore these funds, which support 

unfunded mandates like lead and TB 

management. 

o Encouraged the Board to advocate for 

budget and grant support. 

• Advocacy Work: 

o Advocacy submitted for school meals, 

Medicaid rate increases, and expansion. 

o Coordinated with the Mayor’s Office on 

advocacy efforts. 

• Federal Grants: 
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o Federal grants remain stable, supporting 

immunization work and senior 

transportation. 

• Air Monitor Installation: 

o EPA-funded air monitors have arrived 

and are awaiting installation. 

o Operations is working on powering the 

monitors. 

• Emergency Preparedness Event (April 5): 

o Go-Bag event at Ferguson Library to 

provide emergency supplies and 

preparedness education. 

o Targeted outreach planned for seniors 

and adults with disabilities. 

• Community Health Initiatives: 

o 138 Stillwater Ave. will be the new 

location for the community clinic, 

pending licensing from the State, date 

TBD.  

o Planning blood pressure screenings and 

education for Stroke Prevention Month 

(May) with a hospital partner. 

o Transitioning the blood pressure 

screening program after losing grant 

funding. 

• Housing Fair Success: 

o March 1st event at First Presbyterian 

Church, organized with Cradle to Career. 

o Well attended by both community 

members and agencies, strengthening 

inter-agency connections. 

• Suicide Prevention Training: 

o Conducted QPR (Question, Persuade, 

Refer) training with regional emergency 

preparedness partners. 

o Included hospitals, nursing homes, EMS, 

and local health agencies. 

• Postvention Responses: 
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Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare 

Report 

    Mr. Louis DeRubeis 

 

 

 

 

Old Business: 

o Responded to three postvention cases in 

recent weeks. 

o Worked across jurisdictions to ensure 

proper support and resources. 

• Environmental Health: 

o Managed a main water break affecting 

food establishments, ensuring proper food 

protection measures. 

o Increase in septic work and inspections 

for illegal housing and overcrowding as 

the season changes. 

o Preparing for larvicide and beach water 

testing for the upcoming summer season. 

• Human Services: 

o Rent rebate letters were sent to seniors, 

with health educators and support staff 

assisting with the mailing due to mail 

service issues. 

• School Nursing 

o Staffing remains a challenge, but a new 

male nurse was hired. 

o Anticipating additional retirements in the 

next school year, which will increase 

staffing challenges. 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer  

Inquired about the status on accreditation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan 

Reported no feedback has been received yet, 

which could mean no major issues have been 

identified. A neighboring department in 

Connecticut recently received accreditation, 

indicating progress at the state level. 

 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer noted the Housing Fair 

was well attended but suggested relocating to the 

south end or west side to better reach the target 

population. 

 

 

 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan 

Clarified that the department advocates at the state 

level, working with the mayor’s office to align 

with the city’s position.  

School meal support involves both the Board of 

Education and state-level decisions. 
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Streaming Platforms  

Ms. Lorraine Olson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Business: 

 

Chicken Coop Concerns  

Ms. Lorraine Olson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson  

Asked about the health department’s role in school meal 

advocacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not present, no report provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson  

• Stressed the importance of scheduling an in-

person setup for the new streaming platform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Lorraine Olson  

• Increased interest in backyard chicken coops has 

raised health and ordinance concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Douglas York  

Confirmed a meeting with IT on Wednesday, the 

19th at 9 a.m. 

Dr. Tabitha Fortt  

Will coordinate with Raquel to schedule her 

setup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan & Mr. Ebrima Jobe 

Agreed that education on ordinance compliance 

and health risks would be helpful. 
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Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 9:47 am___ 

 

Submitted by: Lisaura Garcia   

o suggested public messaging to discourage 

chicken coops in urban settings, 

highlighting issues such as:  

o Mistaking roosters for hens (noise 

complaints). 

o High feed costs versus grocery store eggs. 

o Cold weather care challenges. 

o Potential for avian flu and other health 

risks. 

   

Appeals:   


