Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting in Person in Mayor’s Conference Room
10t Floor, Government Center
888 Washington Blvd., Stamford

Monday, March 31, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Carmen Hughes, Meera Banta, Yelena Klompus, Sonal Patel,
Pilar Pelaez, and Ana Gallegos. Ajmal Qureshi, George Johnson, and Naomi Osei-Mensah attended by Zoom.
Deborah Goldberg provided reasons for her absence.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:27 pm.
Welcome: Eva Weller thanked Malinda Polite, Vice-chair, for leading last month’s meeting.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the February 24, 2025, meeting minutes, Yelena Klompus
made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. Minutes were
approved unanimously.

Projects/Events Update:

* St. Patrick’s Day Parade: This year The MMC didn’t participate in the Parade. After discussing this and
future MMC participation in upcoming marches, it was decided that Eva Weller and Carmen Hughes craft a
letter to invite community organizations and cultural groups to join the MMC in marching in the Memorial
Day Parade to demonstrate the city’s diversity.

* MMC Jazz Concert: Eva informed the "MMC Afternoon of Jazz 2025" held at the Ferguson Library on
Sunday, March 30t was a very successful event with great participation and lots of positive energy. The
attendees enjoyed the performances of the talented musicians from Westhill Jazz Ensemble, Chris Coogan
Quintet, Royalty Steel Drum Band and Phil Bowler & Friends. Eva added that the program was very well
presented. Eva thanked Ana for helping with reservations by phone and through the MMC email and posts in
the social media. She thanked Shobhna for getting the checks for the honorariums. Eva said that we are
lucky to have an excellent partnership with the Ferguson Library. Alice Knapp spoke during the program with
positive remarks about the partnership with MMC. Bagels with cream cheese, donuts, cheese and crackers
and fruit were served. Eden Huang and Josephine Anderson coordinated the food and drinks. As a special
treat Barbara Occhino was invited by Chris Coogan to join his group to end the concert with a lively Spanish
song. We are grateful that Barbara performed and helped behind the scenes to support all the jazz concerts
over the last eight years. Yelena said that the maintenance group was very helpful in bringing equipment
for the DJ and musicians.

* Interfaith Community Seder: Council member, Deborah Goldberg, one of the coordinators, invited the
MMC to attend the interfaith seder “Uniting Our Community”. The MMC is one of the co-sponsors of the
event. It will be held on Wednesday, April 2 at UCONN Stamford.

* Stamford Day: Eva stated that in a previous meeting Stamford Day was approved to be held on Sunday
June 1, 2025, at Mill River Park. She said that last year we had the largest and best Stamford Day event
with the participation of speakers, artists, musicians, dance groups and community organizations/agencies.
Eva asked all MMC members to participate this year. Members shared comments about last year’s event.
Ana read from minutes and reports and shared that around 80 organizations were sent invitations, 50
responded and 47 participated. MMC council members agreed to lead the different committees. Carmen
suggested a link where the organizations, groups and artists could register to participate. She will contact a
provider for 130 chairs and 65 tables. A suggestion was made to invite vendors to participate and sell their
products. Eva asked for a motion after discussion of this new idea. Naomi Osei-Mensah made the motion “to
invite vendors to sell goods during Stamford Day, not only non-profits.” Pilar Pelaez seconded the motion.

After additional discussion, the chair asked for the vote:
Yes: Naomi O., Pilar P., Ajmal Q. 3

No: Sonal P., Malinda P., Meera B., Ana G. 4
Abstained: Yelena Y., Shobhna B., Eva W. 3



MMC could consider, budget permitting, hosting a multicultural event with local vendors and organizations
selling goods.

Budget Report:

Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar stated that there were no changes to the MMC budget, which currently has
$6,409.75 remaining for the fiscal year. Please send all invoices and receipts to treasurer and copy chair.
The treasurer will send to Carmen and Ngan.

Announcements:

* Ajmal said the MMC could organize an event celebrating the 75™ Anniversary of the United Nations on
October 24. Perhaps a flag celebration and Proclamation could be considered. Eva suggested the topic be
discussed at the next meeting of the full council and also during the annual planning process for the next
fiscal year once we know the approved budget for the upcoming year.

* Carmen informed that the Memorial Day Parade will take place on Sunday, May 18. After discussion it was
decided that Carmen and Eva prepare an invitation letter, with a link for responses, for MMC to send to
multicultural organizations and groups that have been participating in MMC events and initiatives.

Next Meeting: April 28, 2025

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



