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Commissioners Attendance February 2025 

 

Present:        Absent:  

Ms. Lorraine Olson   

Dr. Thomas Getreuer  

Dr. Douglas York  

Dr. Marc Peyser   

Dr. Tabitha Fortt (arrived at 9:07am)      

    

Guest Attendance: Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Ms. Ashley Hutchison, Family 

& Community Engagement Liaison  

 

Call to Order  Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:05am. 

   

  

 

Topics 

Minutes:  

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission 

Special Meeting of January 09, 2025  

 

 

Correspondence 

 

Welcome Center Initiative 

Mr. Juan Pazmino & Ms. Ashley Hutchinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

• None. 

 

 

• Ms. Olson provided an update on the grand opening of 

the Welcome Center, which took place on January 20, 

2025, with approximately 200 attendees. 

 

• The center offers services such as mental health 

support, food bank assistance, and registration for 

school and community programs. 

 

• Ms. Hutchinson reported over 50 families have been 

assisted with registrations and school-based health 

services. 

Actions 

 

• Motion to approve occurred at 9:06am 

 (Approved 4-0) 
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Director of Health & Human Services Report  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Community partners have expressed interest in using 

the facility for meetings and workshops. 

 

 

Ms. Bishop-Pullan provided updates on: 

   

• The role of the Welcome Center in addressing social 

determinants of health. 

 

• Efforts to integrate school nurses into the registration 

process. 

 

• Delays in relocating the Community Clinic from 

Lathan Wider Community Center to new location due 

to ongoing lease negotiations. Nurses are temporarily 

relocated to the Government Center in the Department 

of Health & Human Services 

 

• Federal funding uncertainties impact various public 

health initiatives. 

 

• Grants received for climate response planning and air 

quality monitoring. 

 

• The upcoming Housing Fair on March 1, 2025. 

 

• Youth Mental Health Alliance updates, including 

legislative recognition and partnerships with Stamford 

Health. 

 

• Increased flu and respiratory illnesses in the city, 

though cases are now declining. 

 

• Plans for emergency shelter training in collaboration 

with the Red Cross. 

 

• The need for additional housing inspections and 

public health workforce development. 
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Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 10:09 am_____ 

 

Submitted by: Raquelle Early  

Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare Report 

Mr. Lou DeRubeis 

 

 

 

Old Business: 

Radon Testing 

 

 

 

 

 

New Business: 

Streaming Platform  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Not present, no report provided.  

 

 

 

 

• Dr. Peyser raised concerns about radon testing 

response times, noting a month-long delay in 

communication.  

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Early introduced a new citywide streaming 

platform, Microsoft Office 365, that will replace 

Zoom for virtual meetings.  

 

• Training sessions will be provided to ensure a smooth 

transition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan committed to following up 

on this matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Transition date to be determined.  

 

   

Appeals:   


