Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford
Meeting held via Zoom

Monday, February 24, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Members in attendance: Malinda Polite, Sandy Barrett, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Deborah Goldberg, George
Johnson, Yelena Klompus, Sonal Patel, Ajmal Qureshi, and Ana Gallegos. Eva Weller and Pilar Pelaez
provided reasons for their absence.

Meeting Called to Order: Malinda Polite, Vice-Chair called the meeting to order at 6:17 pm.

Welcome: Malinda Polite, Vice-Chair informed that Chair Eva Weller requested that she lead this month’s
meeting.

Approve Minutes: Malinda Polite asked members to review the minutes from the January 30, 2025,
meeting. Sandy Barrett made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Yelena Klompus seconded the
motion. The minutes were approved with the clarification, made by Malinda Polite, “... only the March of MLK
on Monday, January 20% was cancelled because of the weather.”

Budget Report:

Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar stated that there are no changes to the MMC budget, which currently is
$6,409.75. Shobhna said that Chair Eva Weller has been in communication with her to follow the process for
the honorariums to be paid to the musicians who will participate in the “Afternoon of Jazz 2025” concert.

Projects/Events Updates

* Black History Month events: Yelena mentioned that the Ferguson Library is hosting different events to
celebrate Black History Month in February and Women's History Month in March. We reviewed the
calendar on screen.

* St. Patrick’s Day Parade: Malinda said the St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Saturday, March 15t
She asked who will be interested and available to participate. After discussion, it was decided to send an
email and find out who will participate in the parade.

* MMC Jazz Concert: Malinda informed that Eva has been working on the details for the *"MMC
Afternoon of Jazz 2025” Concert which will be held at the Ferguson Library on Sunday, March 30%. Ana
confirmed that Eva had shared with the executive board the groups that will participate in the concert.
They are: Westhill Jazz Ensemble, Chris Coogan Quintet, Royalty Steel Drum Band and Phil Bowler &
Friends.
Shobhna will get the invoices and W9 forms from the musicians and send them to the Mayor’s Office to
have checks processed on time. Eva will prepare the press release with more information. Ana added that
a Save the Date flyer had been created and posted on MMC social media. Another flyer will be created and
posted on social media after the press release is posted. She added that people interested in attending the
concert have registered at the MMC email. Yelena K. shared that the library also has published the event.

* Interfaith Community Seder: Council member Deborah G. informed that the Jewish Community
Relations Council and the Interfaith Council of Southwestern CT, partnering with MMC and others, will hold
the interfaith seder uniting our community. They will have a meeting to finalize the community seder that
will be held on April 2 at UCONN Stamford. She will share more information. Students from Future Five will
be involved as well.

Announcements:

* Ana informed that Crisol Acuarela Arte y Cultura and Grupo Quetzal of Guatemala will present the event
"Outstanding Latinas” a celebration of International Women's Day. It will highlight the social, economic, and
cultural contributions of Latinas to the Stamford community. Ana added that it's an honor for her to be one
of the women who will be recognized for her community service. Everyone congratulated Ana for this well-
deserved recognition. The event will take place at the Ferguson Library from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Council is
invited to attend.



* It was suggested that MMC consider the possibility of new or different initiatives. One suggestion was to
highlight a different community organization and celebrate them. Another suggestion is to initiate a
program with a theme to celebrate a designated month, such as International Women’s Day.

* Ajmal shared that, in October, the United Nations Organization will be celebrating its 80t Anniversary. He
suggested that we, as MMC, should organize an event perhaps with a speaker. He also said for next
year the MMC could organize an event celebrating International Women'’s Day.

Old Business:

There was dialogue and questions about having a potluck for the next meeting which was originally

suggested and discussed as a possibility at the January meeting. We'll wait for more information

from the Chair, Eva W.

Next Meeting: Next meeting March 31, 2025 (last Monday of the month in accordance with MMC by-laws)

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 pm.

Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



