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WEB VERSION 
 
FOR PUBLICATION:  THE ADVOCATE – TWO INSERTIONS – WED, MAR 19, 2025 
                           WED, MAR 26, 2025 

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

ZONING BOARD – CITY OF STAMFORD 
 
Application 225-04- Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of the City of Stamford, CT 
will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, March 31, 2025 at 6:30pm through a web and phone 
meeting to consider the application of the City of Stamford’s Zoning Board for a Text Change to  
provide zoning incentives for the provision of more space for day care facilities in new 
developments. The intent is to address both the shortage of childcare options as well as the cost of 
these services. This proposal is part of a comprehensive initiative to support Stamford families and 
is proposed in conjunction with other initiatives, such as financial incentives. 

 

Underlines indicate text to be added. 

Strikethroughs indicate text to be deleted 

Plain text indicates text to remain. 

 

AMEND Section 4.E., Definition for “Child Day Care Services”, as follows:  

C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  S e r v i c e s  

1. Child Day Care Center - a place licensed by the State which offers or provides a program of 

supplementary care to more than twelve related or unrelated children outside their own homes 

on a regular basis for a part of the twenty-four hours in one or more days in the week. 

2. Group Day Care Home - a place licensed by the State which offers or provides a program of 

supplementary care to not less than seven nor more that twelve related or unrelated children 

on a regular basis for a part of the twenty-four hours in one or more days in the week. 

3. Family Day Care Home - a private family home licensed by the State caring for not more than 

six children, including the provider's own children not in school full time, where the children 

are cared for not less than three nor more than twelve hours during a twenty-four hour period 

and where care is given on a regularly recurring basis.  During the regular school year, a 

maximum of three additional children who are in school full time, including the provider's own 

children, shall be permitted, except that if the provider has more than three children who are 

in school full time, all of the provider's children shall be permitted. (93-013) 

For the purposes of these Regulations, Early Childhood Business Incubators, as defined in CGS 

Sec. 19a-87b(1) shall be considered Child Day Care Centers. 

 

ADD the following cross reference to Section 4.E. 

E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  B u s i n e s s  I n c u b a t o r  
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SEE: C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  S e r v i c e s  

 

AMEND Section 6.A.2, Publicly Accessible Amenity Space, as follows: 

6.A.2. Applicability 

Publicly Accessible Amenity Spaces shall be required for any Development (excluding a change 

in Use) as follows: 

Zoning District Minimum 

Lot size 

Size of PAAS 

required (% of 

Zoning Lot Area)  

Permitted PAAS 

C-C, C-D, C-G, DW-D, 

MR-D R-H, RH-D, TCD-

D 

1 acre 5% Public Plazas, Through Block 

Connections, Publicly Accessible 

Parks, Community Rooms, C h i l d  

D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r , Trails** 

All waterfront*** 

properties in the C-C, C-

D, C-G, CW-D, DW-D, 

HT-D, IP-D, MRD, R-H, 

R-HD, R-5, RM-1, R-MF, 

SRD-S, SRD-N, TCD-D 

M-G, M-L zoning 

districts* 

No minimum 

lot size 

Based on the 

dimensional 

requirements in 

Subsection 6.C.3. 

Publicly Accessible Waterfront 

Access 

* May be replaced with other types only if it conflicts with other water dependent uses under the Connecticut 

Coastal Management Act. 

** Only Permitted when required PAAS is one acre or more in area. (224-31) 

*** Waterfront shall include both riverfront properties along the Rippowam (Mill), Mianus and Noroton rivers and 

shoreline on the Long Island Sound. 

The requirement shall be met by one or a combination of the different types of PAAS provided 

for in Section 6.C. below. 

 

ADD New Subsection 6.C.8., Child Day Care Center, as follows: 

6.C.8. Child Day Care Center 

a. Purpose 

The purpose of providing C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  as a PAAS is to increase the supply of 

child day care services, increase the access to high-quality child day care services and make 

these services more affordable. 

 

b. Standards  

In order to count as a means to meet the PAAS requirement, C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall 

meet all applicable requirements listed in the Stamford Day Care Manual, as amended, and the 

following minimum requirements as determined by the Zoning Board: 
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(1) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall be accessible to the general public via a separate 

entrance from a public Street, which is not shared with the Principal Use. Such separate 

entrance shall have sufficient street area and space in front of it to permit the unobstructed 

drop-off and pickup of children with adequate stacking area, as determined by TTP. 

(2) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall be on the ground floor of a Building. 

(3) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall meet or exceed the minimum licensing requirements 

for child day care services in Connecticut, including access to outdoor play areas. 

(4) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall meet the requirements of the Stamford Day Care 

Manual, as amended. (No space intended for a C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r  shall qualify as 

PAAS until the Stamford Day Care Manual is completed, has received all required approvals, 

including but not limited to the Zoning Board, and is in effect.) 

(5) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall be fully ADA accessible. 

(6) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall be fully built-out and equipped with electrical and 

mechanical systems including plumbing and HVAC systems,  

(7) Rent, utilities, and other space related fees, costs and expenses shall meet the provisions of the 

Stamford Day Care Manual, as amended. 

(8) All C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  shall meet the fee and program requirements of the 

Stamford Day Care Manual, as amended. 

 

c. Procedures 

The following procedures shall apply to C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r s  seeking to qualify as 

PAAS: 

(1) When applying for a Building Permit for a project that requires provision of a PAAS, applicant 

shall submit a Memorandum of Understanding between the owner and the prospective day care 

provider. 

(2) No partial, temporary of final Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued unless owner has filed 

on the Stamford Land Records a declaration  permanently deed restricting the proposed C h i l d  

D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r , which provides that (i) the area required under the PAAS regulations 

in this Section is permanently set aside for a C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r  and that (ii) owner 

commits to meeting the requirements of Subsection 6.C.8.b. above. Until such time as this 

declaration is no longer in effect pursuant to subsections (3) or (4) below, such space may not 

be used for any other purpose. 

(3) Owner may be released from this declaration in subsection (2) by Administrative Approval 

from the Zoning Board no earlier than two years after the issuance of the Final CO, if the 

owner: 

(a) demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the Zoning Board, that owner made a good faith effort 

to secure a child day care provider but was unable to secure them; and  

(b) makes a fee-in-lieu payment pursuant to Section 6.B.12., with the per square footage fee 

in effect at the time the request is approved. (i.e., adjusted for inflation). 

(4) In the event that a D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r  is not operating in the PAAS within two years 

following the first partial, temporary, or final CO then, within 30 days thereafter, owner shall 
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make a fee-in-lieu payment pursuant to Section 6.B.12., with the per square footage fee in 

effect at the time such payment is made.(i.e., adjusted for inflation), and the owner shall be 

released from the PAAS obligation for such amount of space.  

 

AMEND Section 3.B., Floor Area, Bonus, as follows: 

Floor Area, Bonus (223-11) 

Bonus Floor Area may be awarded to a Development if it incorporates certain desirable features, 

provides certain amenities or helps achieve policy and planning goals as laid out in the City’s 

Master Plan or other official policy documents. Bonus Floor Area may only be awarded by the 

Zoning Board, by Special Permit, as specified in these Regulations. 

Under no circumstances shall the total of all applicable Bonus and Premium Floor Areas exceed 

33% of the permitted Base Floor Area.  

The Zoning Board may grant a Special Permit to authorize Bonus Floor Area and approve 

amenities for the benefit of the public in the C-L, C-G, C-C, DW-D, MRD, MX-D, R-H, R-HD, 

SRD-N, SRD-S and TCD Districts, in addition to any required amenities, subject to the following 

standards and limitations: 

Amenity Bonus 
Minimum Amenity 

Required to Qualify 

Maximum Bonus Floor 

Area Obtainable 

  Lots less 

than 1 

acre 

Lots 1 

acre and 

larger 

Lots less 

than 1 

acre 

Lots 1 

acre and 

larger 

[…]     

Community Room, 

pursuant to Sections 

6.B. and 6.C.5. *** 

3 sf additional Floor 

Area for each sf of 

Community Room 

400sf 1,250sf 500sf 2500sf 

Commuter Facility 

Spaces pursuant to 

Sections 6.B. and 

6.C.6. 

4 sf additional Floor 

Area for each 1 sf of 

Commuter Facility 

Space 

1,000sf 1,000sf 5,000sf 5,000sf 

Child Day Care 

Center Services 

meeting the 

standards of Section 

6.C.8. **, *** 

2 3 sf additional Floor 

Area for each 1 sf of 

Child Day Care Center 

Services 

1,000 

500sf 
1,000sf 

1,000 

2,500 sf 

5,000  

2,500 sf 

[…]      

* […] 

** In addition to the districts listed above, properties 30,000 sf or larger located in the following 

zoning districts may qualify for Bonus Floor Area at a rate of 1 sf additional sf of Floor Area for 
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each 1 sf of C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r  when meeting the requirements of Section 6.C.8.: R-

5, RM-1, R-MF. 

*** Should the amenity for which Bonus Floor Area was received not be provided or operate 

within two years after the issuance of the first partial, temporary of final CO, then, within 30 days 

thereafter, owner shall make a payment to the City of Stamford to an account designated by the 

Director of Administration for streetscape improvements. The amount of such payment shall be 

$450 per square-foot fee for required PAAS pursuant to Section 6.B.12. at the time of such payment 

(i.e., adjusted for inflation) multiplied by square footage of the Bonus Floor Area received for the 

amenity that is not provided or operable. The $450 payment shall be adjusted each year on January 

1st based on the construction price index as published in the Engineering News Record (ENR) with 

January 2025 as the base month.      

 

AMEND Section 12.D.24. (Parking for Child Day Care Centers) as follows: 

12.D.24.  Child Day Care Center 

One and one-quarter (11/4) spaces for each employee on the maximum shift shall be provided for 

each C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r . Driveways and areas for vehicle turnarounds shall provide 

for safe operations and a paved unobstructed drop-off space shall be provided with adequate 

stacking area, as determined by the Transportation, Traffic and Parking Bureau and Land Use 

Bureau Staff. Where a C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r  is co-located within a residential or Mixed-

Use Building containing ten (10) or more D w e l l i n g  U n i t s , no additional perking for the D a y  

C a r e  C e n t e r  needs to be provided;  provided, however, that there shall be sufficient parking 

available in the Building at no charge to permit parents, care givers or others to park and go into 

the C h i l d  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r  to speak with teachers, attend programs and for other purposes 

related to child day care services.  (93-013) 

 

Details regarding how to access the meeting will be posted on the City of Stamford Zoning 
Board webpage (www.stamfordct.gov/zoning) in advance of the Public Hearing.    
 

At the above time and place all interested persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard.  The 
hearing may be continued to such time and place as will be announced by the Zoning Board. 
Hearing impaired persons wishing to attend this meeting that require an interpreter may make 
arrangements by contacting the Department of Social Services administration office at 977-4050 
at least five (5) working days prior to the meeting. 
 

    ATTEST:  DAVID STEIN 
        CHAIRMAN, ZONING BOARD 
        CITY OF STAMFORD, CT 

 
Dated at the City of Stamford, CT, this 19th day of March 2025 
 

http://www.stamfordct.gov/zoning

