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Meeting Notice

Date: 	Wednesday, January 15, 2025
Time:	9:00 AM
Place: 	Democratic Caucus Room & Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89672831481

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,89672831481# US (New York)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
  Meeting ID: 896 7283 1481


Agenda
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call
a. Present: Colatrella, Moran, Gordon, Siladi, Ursone, Viera Jr.
b. Absent: Leah Kagan
c. Staff & Guests: Aaron Miller
i. Rep. Nina Sherwood

3. Acceptance of Minutes: Approval of Minutes from November Meeting
a. Chair Colatrella made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Viera seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.  
b. Dennis Collins resignation letter attached to the November minutes

4. Chair – Lynne Colatrella: nothing to report

5. Staff Report – Aaron Miller
· 2025 Grants – Commission reviewed Mayor’s feedback on allocations. A few changes indicate an increase for specific orgs.
· Total calculations appeared to be $10K below the $197K allocation (on original allotments)
· East Side Partnership –  On January 17, Aaron Miller sent email that included CTDOT approval 
· Discussion over any changes to Mayor’s recommendations
· Chair Colatrella and Ms. Gordon are not in agreement with Mayor’s final allocations – believes there are orgs that are longstanding cultural staples and funds should be redistributed.
· Rep. Sherwood talked through options on a vote for a resolution to areas the Commission wants to modify. 
· Rep. Sherwood informed the Commission that if a Commission member writes a statement/resolution, it can be presented to Commission for discussion and have a vote. The Chair would then write up a statement reflecting what Commission voted on.
· Mr. Moran asked if it would delay the awards themselves. Mr. Miller confirmed we would have to delay entire process if we wanted to make reallocations.
· Ms. Gordon puts forth motion to accept Mayor’s changes to allocations, except for East Side Partnership (contingent on DOT approval)
· Seconded by Ms. Siladi
· 5 agreements (Mr. Moran, Ms. Gordon, Mr. Ursone, Mr. Viera, Ms. Siladi) – 1 opposed (Chair Colatrella)
· Motion carried
Other updates
· Curtain Call – received $9,442 in 2024 grant cycle
· Project ended in December, due to change in schedules they didn’t do spring event – used $5,096 of total amount and asking for an extension on remaining funds
· Chair Colatrella makes motion to accept deferment of funds for Curtain Call to see final report by end of fiscal year
· Alexandra seconded
· Unanimous in favor – motion carries
· Dennis Collins resigned (unaffiliated)
· Looking for applicant for the open seat.
· Mr. Miller to send link around for applicants – only one seat remains open on Commission

6. Committee Reports
a. Convening – no one heading committee at the moment
i. Chair Colatrella and Mr. Moran ask to review committees and to have conversation about what committees we are evolving to at this point
b. Programming – Lou & Mike
i. Still looking for answers about show mobile
ii. Play reading series: first event as free event to go ahead and expose the program to a wider base of people
c. Diversity – no one heading committee now

7. Old Business
· Chair Colatrella asked about funds that have been set aside for the new mobile stage
· Mr. Miller called OPM department to go through last 5 capital budgets to check and told that there hadn’t been any listed items, and no knowledge of the item.
· Mr. Moran to investigate insurance
· Programming Committee to put costs together for next meeting, to determine what it would cost for a temporary stage budget at Scalzi for free summer concerts.
· Mr. Viera’s business to help with pricing 
· Mr. Viera asked about parameters – 24x36’, had been looking at both new and used
· Veteran’s Park was another option
· Chair Colatrella/Mr. Ursone/Mr. Viera to have Committee meeting to discuss plans to present to Commission and investigate discretionary funds

8. New Business
· Housekeeping from Lynne to make sure not getting emails to Downtown address

9. Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn, approved – 9:55am
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