STAMFORD PLANNING BOARD

APPROVED MINUTES - TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025
REGULAR MEETING

VIA THE INTERNET & CONFERENCE CALL

6:30 p.m.

JOIN ZOOM WEBINAR
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/83780590220

Webinar ID: 837 8059 0220
Passcode:537669

Stamford Planning Board Members present were: VVoting Members: Jennifer Godzeno, Chair; Jay Tepper, Vice
Chair and Ravi Subramanian, Secretary. Alternates: William Levin and Chester Salit. Present for staff:
Vineeta Mathur, Principal Planner.

Ms. Godzeno called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Ms. Godzeno introduced the members of the Board and staff present.

PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

February 25, 2025: Mr. Subramanian pointed out errors on Pgs. 2 & 3 of the February 25, 2025 minutes.
After a brief discussion, Mr. Tepper moved to TABLE the Planning Board Regular Meeting Minutes of
February 25, 2025 to the March 25, 2025 meeting in order for the corrections to be made and reviewed; Mr.
Salit seconded the motion, and passed unanimously with eligible members present voting, 4-0 (Godzeno,
Subramanian, Salit and Tepper). (Mr. Levin was ineligible to vote as he was absent at the February 25, 2025
meeting.)

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION
SUPPLEMENTAL CAPITAL PROJECT APPROPRIATION REQUESTS:

1. OLD LONG RIDGE ROAD BRIDGE #135007 - PROJECT # CP4000071 - TOTAL REQUEST
$57,800.00: Request approval of an increase of the prior approved appropriation of $140,000.00 by
$57,800.00 to $197,800.00 for design. The actual cost of $197,800 is based on the fee received by a
publicly advertised RFP; the prior amount was based on a grant application estimate. This project is
supported by a state grant from the CTDOT Local Bridge Program at a cost share of 50% State and 50%
City.

Lou Casolo, Engineering Bureau Chief/City Engineer, made a presentation and answered questions from the
Board.

After a brief discussion, Mr. Salit recommended approval of the Old Long Ridge Road Bridge #135007 -
Project #CP000071 with a Total Request of $57,800.00. This request has been reviewed pursuant to
Connecticut General Statute Section 8-24 and the City Charter Section C6-30-13 and finds this request to be
consistent with CGS Section 8-24, and the City Charter Section C6-30-13, as well as consistent with the
adopted 2015 Master Plan; Mr. Tepper seconded the motion and passed unanimously with eligible members
present voting, 5-0 (Godzeno, Levin, Salit, Subramanian and Tepper).

2. WIRE MILL ROAD BRIDGE - PROJECT #CP4000020 - TOTAL REQUEST $404,142.50: Request
approval of an increase of the prior approved authorization of $2,200,000.00 by $404,142.50 to
$2,604,142.50. The actual cost is based on the low bid received by Loureiro Contractors, Inc. on October
17, 2024. This project is 100% federally funded under the Federal Bridge Program.
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Lou Casolo, Engineering Bureau Chief/City Engineer, made a presentation and answered questions from the
Board.

After a brief discussion, Mr. Salit recommended approval of the Wire Mill Road Bridge - Project #CP4000020
with a Total Request of $404,142.50. This request has been reviewed pursuant to Connecticut General Statute
Section 8-24 and the City Charter Section C6-30-13 and finds this request to be consistent with CGS Section
8-24, and the City Charter Section C6-30-13, as well as consistent with the adopted 2015 Master Plan; Mr.
Tepper seconded the motion and passed unanimously with eligible members present voting, 5-0 (Godzeno,
Levin, Salit, Subramanian and Tepper).

ZONING BOARD REFERRALS:

1. ZB APPLICATION #225-05 - HAMILTON AVENUE INDUSTRIAL, LLC - 102, 120 & 128
HAMILTON AVENUE - Site & Architectural Plans and/or Requested Uses and Special Permit:
Applicant is seeking to consolidate the lots and construct a one-story warehouse building with +112,757
sg. ft. of floor area with associated improvements.

The Special Permit is required for large-scale development projects as defined in Section 19.E of the Zoning
Regulations. The consolidation of lots will be required as part of the Zoning Board’s conditions of approval.

The lots are all within Master Plan Category #13 (Industrial - General). The Subject lots are surrounded by MP
#13 except for the lots abutting the eastern lot line, which are in MP #2 (Residential - Low Density Single-
Family). MP #13 is meant “to provide for and protect existing industrial development and preserve
opportunities for new industrial uses.” (Pg. 196). The proposed project is aligned with the intention of this
Category because the proposal is to re-use three industrial lots for an industrial purpose, providing for and
protecting the land that is planned for industrial development.

MP #13 states “it is recognized that in some existing industrial sectors of Stamford, residential and
manufacturing/assembly/warehousing have long co-existed as neighborhood uses. Accordingly, the category
acknowledges the validity of the continuance of residential use and encourages the adaptive reuse of older
industrial structures for live/work and artists’ lofts/studios.” (Pg. 196). The proposed project is aligned with
this commentary on land use in Stamford because it is an example of the co-existence of warehousing and
residential in Stamford. The application materials provide renderings of how the building would appear from
the nearby residential drive given the planted and mature landscaping heights. These images show that the
view of the site from the residential drive will change a bit - more lots to the north will have views of the
building screened by landscaping. While it will appear denser, the proposal appears to be sensitive to its single-
family neighbors through setbacks and landscaping. The proposed project does not re-use an existing industrial
structure, and it does not appear to be built to allow for live/work or artists’ lofts/studios considering the size,
use as ‘warehouse’ and loading docks.

Property is generally considered to be in the East Side neighborhood. East Side recommendations in the Master
Plan discusses enhanced landscaping and other screening elements between industrial and non-industrial uses
(Pg. 150). The proposed project goes above and beyond the landscaping requirements and the images in the
ARCO materials show the significant screening the landscaping will accomplish. The East Side
recommendations also discuss promoting industrial regulations and standards to make such uses more
compatible with residential neighbors referencing hours of operation, setbacks, lighting, noise level and
outdoor storage. The proposed plan provides a 40 ft. side setback along the eastern lot line where only 4 ft. is
required and a 173.4 ft. front setback along the southern lot line where only 10 ft. is required. No outdoor
storage is proposed. Lighting appears to be minimal and contained to parking areas. Light and noise are
addressed in the Site Plan Standards on Pg. 7 of 15 of the Project Narrative. No nuisance or hazardous
conditions are anticipated. Hours of operation were not addressed in the application materials.

William Hennessey, Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey, LLP, along with Matt Popp, Landscape
Architect, Environmental Land Solutions, made a presentation and answered questions from the Board.
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After some discussion, Mr. Levin recommended approval of ZB Application #225-05 and that this request is
in general harmony with Master Plan Category #13 (Industrial - General); Mr. Salit seconded the motion and
passed with eligible members present voting, 5-0 (Godzeno, Levin, Salit, Subramanian and Tepper).

2. ZB APPLICATION #225-06 - CITY OF STAMFORD ZONING BOARD - Zoning Text Change:
The purpose of this Text Change is to move the Use Regulations from the C-D, R-HD, TCD-D and V-C
Districts to the Land Use Schedule in Appendix A, Table I. Consolidation of the Use Regulations in one
place will increase user-friendliness of the Regulations and avoid inconsistencies within the Regulations.

Vineeta Mathur, Principal Planner, made a presentation and answered questions from the Board.

After a brief discussion, Mr. Salit recommended approval of ZB Application #225-06 and that this request is
in general harmony with the 2015 Master Plan; Mr. Tepper seconded the motion and passed with eligible
members present voting, 5-0 (Godzeno, Levin, Salit, Subramanian and Tepper).

3. ZB APPLICATION #225-07 - CITY OF STAMFORD ZONING BOARD - Zoning Text Change:
The purpose of this Text Change is to consolidate the Regulations for all Single-Family Districts (RA-1,
RA-2, RA-3, R-7%, R-10, R-20) into one section thus increasing usability of the Regulations. The
proposed changes would also add additional land use controls, such as Floor Area Ratio and Lot Coverage,
and rationalize the uses permitted in Single-Family Districts.

Vineeta Mathur, Principal Planner, made a presentation and answered questions from the Board.

After a brief discussion, Mr. Tepper recommended approval of ZB Application #225-07 and that this request
is in general harmony with the 2015 Master Plan; Mr. Salit seconded the motion and passed with eligible
members present voting, 4-0 (Godzeno, Salit, Subramanian and Tepper).

Next regularly scheduled Planning Board meetings are:
- March 25, 2025 (Regular Meeting)

- April 8, 2025 (Regular Meeting)

- April 22, 2025 (Regular Meeting)

Ms. Godzeno noted that the Capital Budget has been submitted to the Mayor by the March 1st deadline and
should be receiving hard copies shortly. The Mayor has also presented her proposed budget and now the
process will proceed to the Board of Finance and the Board of Representatives.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Godzeno adjourned the meeting at 8:08 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted
March 12, 2025

Ravi Subramanian, Secretary
Stamford Planning Board

NOTE: These proceedings were recorded on video and are available for review on the Planning Board website at
http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view id=20
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