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Commissioners Attendance January 2025 

 

Present:        Absent:  

Ms. Lorraine Olson 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer       

Dr. Douglas York  

Dr. Marc Peyser       

Dr. Tabitha Fortt 

    

Guest Attendance:  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Ms. Tiziana Covacci, Deputy Director of Environmental 

Health & Inspection Services, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator of Family & Community Engagement, Ms. Ashley Hutchinson Family & Community Engagement 

Liaison, Ms. Rebecca Maginan, Public Health Educator 

 

Call to Order  Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:03am. 

   

 

 

 

 

Topics 

Minutes  

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission 

Meeting of December 12th, 2024 

 

 

 

Correspondence 

 

 

Welcome Center Initiative   

Mr. Juan Pazmino & Ms. Ashley Hutchinson  

 

 

 

 

Discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• None 

 

 

 

• Mr. Pazmino states the grand opening of the 

Welcome Center should occur on January 30th in 

the morning to accommodate the Mayor & 

Superintendent’s schedules.  

Actions 

 

• Motion to approve as amended occurred at 

9:04am (Approved 3-0) 
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• A meeting is scheduled with Ms. Moira Bryson on 

January 22nd at 2:00pm to discuss the registration 

process and the school nurses’ involvement. 

 

• July 1st registration will be centralized to the 

Welcome Center. This transition will allow the 

Welcome Center to serve as a hub for registrations, 

physicals, and screenings for specific programs. 

 

• Through the Welcome Center, approximately 500 

coats were donated to support not only the bigger 

kids but children in pre-school & elementary. Mr. 

Pazmino mentioned they are coordinating with 

Social Workers from different buildings to identify 

children in need and ensure equitable distribution.  

 

• Mr. Pazmino stated a space inside the Welcome 

Center has been identified to potentially develop a 

food pantry to provide extra support to families in 

need.  

 

• Ms. Hutchinson added discussions have occurred 

regarding including personal care items to the 

pantry.  

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan has coordinated with the Dental 

Hygiene team to establish partnerships for services. 

Ms. Bishop-Pullan anticipates working with Mr. 

Dennis Torres regarding referrals for Dental 

Services.  
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Director of Health & Human Services Report  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan asked Mr. Pazmino to confirm 

that he will be working with Ms. Maria Millian for 

insurance enrollment.  

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan also offered the support of Ms. 

Sharona Cowan, Director of Housing for any 

housing needs and/or concerns that would support 

the Welcome Center.  

 

• Ms. Hutchinson had conversations with both Ms. 

Millian and Ms. Cowan regarding conducting 

workshops for families at the Welcome Center.  

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan reported the Community 

Nursing Clinic, located at 137 Henry Street is 

currently closed due to a major flood that has 

affected the entire building. Repairs are expected to 

take approximately six months.  

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan is currently in the process of 

relocating the services offered by the Community 

Clinic. In the meantime, the Community Nursing 

staff is at the Government Center.  

 

• Dr. York asked Ms. Bishop-Pullan what square 

footage she is looking for.  

 

 

 

 

 

• Mr. Pazmino confirmed and stated he will be 

meeting with her & Ms. Melaine Amador 

from Cradle to Career. 

 

 

• Mr. Pazmino confirmed he had met with Ms. 

Cowan approximately three weeks ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan responded she is not sure 

what the square footage is, but she would 

need a space to accommodate a staff of six, 

three offices, three to four exam rooms and a 

reception area, but she is willing to be 

flexible. 
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• Air Quality Monitoring 

Continue to work on the Air Quality Monitoring 

installments. Ms. Bishop-Pullan provided 

clarification that air quality monitors can not be 

attached onto a building and must maintain a 

certain distance from any building as well.  

 

• Grants  

Ms. Bishop-Pullan applied for funding for some 

resilience and planning to address climate change 

issues, air quality, heat, and emergency response 

for flooding.  

 

• Accreditation 

Progress is 95% complete, with a site visit 

anticipated within a few months. 

 

• Workforce Development 

Ms. Tiziana Covacci has been coordinating training 

and recertifications for inspectors.  

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan is working on funding to 

support and promote wellness. Wellness promotion 

initiatives include mindfulness training and yoga 

stretches. 

 

• Housing 

Ms. Cowan continues to implement the cold 

weather emergency plan in response to severe 

weather announcements. Along with setting up 

new relationships with organizations like Salvation 

Army as a point of places for people to go.  
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• Youth Mental Health  

A presentation was recently given at Transforming 

Children’s Behavioral Health about what is being 

done through our alliance.  

 

• Environmental Health & Inspection Services  

Promptly responding to no heat complaints and 

collecting food samples in response to a request 

from the CDC and DPH regarding the recent 

Listeria outbreak.  

 

• Laboratory  

There has been an uptick in Lead Water testing 

after Aquarium sent out a mess notice on testing 

water lines for lead.  

 

• Mr. Juan Pazmino asked if there have been any 

updates on HMPB? 

 

 

 

• Respiratory Illness Surveillance  

There was a spike in respiratory illness (COVID-

19, Flu, and RSV) around the holidays, with cases 

exceeding 200. RSV initially surged, followed by a 

flu spike, but cases are now declining to 138. Flu 

cases were the highest, surpassing COVID-19.  

• Despite significant community outreach, vaccine 

rates remain lower than expected. Flu vaccination 

rates are higher than COVID-19, especially among 

children, due to pediatricians and daycare 

requirements. COVID-19 vaccines for younger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responded infant 

vaccines, STD screenings are being referred 

to FQHCS or to the Norwalk or Greenwich 

Health Department.  
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Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare Report  

Mr. Lou DeRubeis 

 

 

 

Old Business 

 

 

New Business  

Environmental Health – Radon Testing 

Ms. Tiziana Covacci, & Ms. Rebecca Maignan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

children and babies were mainly provided by their 

team.  

• Lower hospitalization rates and reduced severity of 

illness indicate a level of community immunity.  

• Daily monitoring of illness data continues, 

supported by wastewater surveillance to track 

viruses, including norovirus, which recently 

increased but is now declining.  

• Dr. Fortt asked where the infants’ vaccines are 

being given while the community clinic is closed.  

 

• No report provided.  

 

 

 

• None  

 

 

 

• It’s Radon Awareness month. Radon typically 

comes from the ground it comes from uranium and 

radium breaking down. And then that radioactive 

gas then enters the home through cracks and 

fissures in the foundation. Typically, levels will be 

higher in the basement but then rise into the home.  

 

• The kits that we are providing are to test for radon 

in the basements. Currently it is not providing 

testing for Radon in water.  

 

• Radon kits are being distributed at the health 

department at no cost. Once complete the kits are 
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Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 10:01am  

 

Submitted by: Raquelle Early  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

sent by the client via. mail for testing and the 

reports is sent to the state.  

• Health Promotion 

January 7th hosted at the Ferguson Library and 

January 8th hosted in the Government Center lobby. 

Upcoming January 14th & 24th at the Government 

Center from 10am – 1pm and January 21st at the 

Harry Bennett Library 10am – 1pm. Not only 

providing the kits but also giving out Radon 

information as well as COVID test kits. Social 

Media communication, and brochures.  

 

• Service Coordinators will follow-up with clients on 

the completion of the tests along with sending them 

once complete.  

   

Appeals: 

 

None.   


