Mayor’s Multicultural Council of Stamford

(Meeting held in person and via Zoom at the Hampton Inn,
26 Mill River Street, Stamford, CT)

Thursday, January 30, 2025

Attendance and Quorum Check:

Members in attendance: Eva Weller, Malinda Polite, Shobhna Bhatnagar, Carmen Hughes, Meera Banta,
Deborah Goldberg, George Johnson, Sonal Patel, Pilar Pelaez, Ajmal Qureshi, and Ana Gallegos. Sandra
Barrett, Francise Jean-Louis, Yelena Klompus, and Naomi Osei-Mensah attended by Zoom.

Meeting Called to Order: Eva Weller, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm.

Welcome: Eva thanked members for attending the meeting in person. She said this first meeting of the
year is special because Mayor Caroline Simmons is joining us for the meeting. Mayor Simmons thanked the
officers and members for their commitment to bringing groups together to further the MMC mission. She
said this was more important now than ever and appreciated the MMC time and efforts toward this goal.

Approve Minutes: Eva asked members to review the minutes from the November 25, 2024, meeting. Pilar
Pelaez made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Yelena Klompus seconded the motion. Deborah
Goldberg abstained to vote because she was not at the meeting. Minutes were approved unanimously.

Budget Report:
Treasurer Shobhna Bhatnagar stated that there are no changes to the MMC budget, which currently is
$6,409.75 as reported last month.

Projects/Events Report:

* MLK events celebrating the life of MLK: Eva shared that the Rally and March celebrating the life of MLK
on Monday, January 20% was cancelled because of weather. The play and discussion hosted by the MLK
Committee at the Yerwood Center was a success. The MMC was represented by Carmen H. and Eva W.

* Yelena mentioned that the Ferguson Library is hosting different events to celebrate Black History Month.
Eva requested council members let her know about upcoming events in our community.

* Lunar New Year: Eva shared the library is also hosting an event celebrating the Lunar New Year, on
Sunday, February 2, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. She encouraged the council to attend.

Projects/Events Updates

* Stamford Day: Eva shared she had been in communication with Mill River Park collaborative. She said
that since Haitian flag raising and event will be held on May 18 at Mill River Park, Stamford Day can be
held on Sunday June 1%t, which is the week after Memorial Day weekend. After discussion, Eva asked for a
motion to approve the June 1st date for Stamford Day. Meera Banta made the motion to hold Stamford
Day on Sunday June 1, 2025, at Mill River Park. Malinda Polite seconded the motion. Motion was approved
unanimously.

* MMC Jazz Concert: Eva reported that the "MMC Afternoon of Jazz” Concert will be held at the Ferguson
Library on Sunday March 30 from 2 to 4:30pm. Eva reported that the Westhill High School Jazz Combo
and Chris Coogan band agreed to participate. She is waiting for confirmation from Royalty Steel Drum
Band (Caribbean jazz) and a musician Yelena highly recommended, Phil Bowler. He was pleased to be
invited to participate with his group and indicated that the honorarium of $100 was too low for
professional musicians and suggested $125 as the lowest fee they would accept. After discussion Eva
asked for a motion to increase the honorarium for all musicians to $125. Malinda Polite made the motion
to give an honorarium of $125 to each musician participating in the jazz concert. Ana Gallegos seconded
the motion. The motion passed. Carmen H. requested that invoices be sent early so she can have checks
ready on the event day.

* Rhythm & Salsa Night: Eva W. mentioned the available dates at Mill River Park for Salsa Nights are
Friday, September 19 and 26. She added that she contacted Maria Fiora, who has a dance studio in
Stamford and had expressed an interest in working with MMC on this event and can be flexible. She will
teach salsa dances, provide music and help with advertising.



Announcements:

*

*

*

Carmen H. thanked the MMC Executive Board and all the council for their dedication and work following
the mission of the MMC. She said that she will continue supporting the MMC's initiatives.

Deborah Goldberg informed, that the Interfaith Council is organizing a community seder on April 2. The
venue is not finalized yet.

Eva Weller shared that thanks to a grant from the Stamford Arts and Culture Commission, the Jewish
Historical Society of Fairfield County launched a digital guide for the traveling exhibit: “It Happened Here!
From Haven to Home to Community” The JHSFC joins more than 700 cultural organizations around the
world. Anyone can access the guide in 50 languages for free at Bloomberg Connects.

It was suggested that MMC consider the possibility of new or different initiatives. One suggestion was to
highlight a different community organization and celebrate them. Another was to initiate a program to
the community to celebrate a themed month such as, International Women'’s Day.

Pilar Pelaez shared that this morning, Thursday 30t was the inauguration of the Welcome Center at
Cloonan Middle School. There, parents are welcomed for registration, language evaluation, and services
provided by Family Centers. Deborah G. asked Pilar how the attendance of students to the SPS is, with all
the changes and immigration concerns in the new administration. Pilar said that attendance has been
normal in Stamford.

* Ana G. shared that parents and immigrant and ethnic communities in general are fearful about new

policies on immigration. She shared that community organizations like B1C, Make the Road and others are
presenting workshops to educate and prepare community members. A red card is available and has been
shared in different languages with information about immigration. The purpose of Red Cards is “All people
in the United States, regardless of immigration status, have certain rights and protections under the U.S.
Constitution.”

Next Meeting: Next meeting February 24, 2025
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Submitted by: Ana Gallegos, MMC Secretary



