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(FINAL) Minutes of the Historic Preservation Advisory Commission (HPAC) 
 
Date: Regular Meeting held Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

Location:  Via Zoom. 

Present:  Barry Hersh, Interim Chair; Brian Gaudet, Thomas Lombardo and John Verni - 
Commissioners; Vineeta Mathur, Principal Planner. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER.  
 
Mr. Hersh opened the meeting at 7:15 p.m. and introduced the Commissioners present. 
 
II. Approval and/or Corrections to the December 4, 2024 Draft Meeting Minutes. 
 
The Commission considered the minutes of the December 4, 2024 Regular Meeting. There 
were no comments or modifications recommended. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Verni to accept the minutes, seconded by Mr. Lombardo and the 
vote was carried unanimously. 
 
III. NEW BUSINESS. 

A. ZB APPLICATION #224-36 - Special Permit. 

Location:  300 Main Street. 

Presenters: William Hennessey & Meaghan Miles, Carmody Torrence Sandak 
Hennessey, LLP. 

The applicant is seeking to convert existing office space into a 149-room hotel with 1,500 
sq. ft. of meeting space and amenities for guests with onsite parking in the existing 
garage. 

 
Mr. Hennessey, along with Daniel Chappel, Carmody Torrence Sandak Hennessey, LLP and 
Andrew Ostrander, Project Architect, Perkins Eastman, made a presentation and answered 
questions from the Commission. 
 
Mr. Hersh asked the Commissioners for questions and/or comments. 
 
The Commission noted the historic importance of the original 300 Main Street building for its 
architectural qualities and location in the core of downtown Stamford and welcomed the 
opportunity to help preserve and reuse this historic building. The presentation noted that the 
building met the zoning requirements of a hotel in this district, but a Special Permit is required. 
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Mr. Hersh then opened up the meeting to public comments. 

 

Judy Norinsky, President, Historic Neighborhood Prese ration, made brief comments about the 

project. 

 

Mr. Hersh called for a motion. 

 

Mr. Gaudet made a motion to approve the project for 300 Main Street (ZB Application #224-36) 

with the recommendations that additional research be done to evaluate the color palate for the 

penthouse addition and to balancing with the cornice at the top of the 1980s addition; seconded 

by Mr. Verni and was unanimously approved. 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS. 

No Old Business. 

 

Sue Halpern, President, South End NRZ, asked about the status of the old Woolworth building. 

 

Mr. Hersh stated he did not have any information as to what would happen with the parcel. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT. 

 

Mr. Verni made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Lombardo and the vote was 

carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Hersh adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. (There was no further discussion.) 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

February 13, 2025 

 

Barry Hersh, Interim Chair 

Historic Preservation Advisory Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meetings are normally held on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7:00 p.m.  The next meeting is 

scheduled for March 4, 2025 via Zoom. 


