Commissioners Attendance December 2024

Present:

Ms. Lorraine Olson
Dr. Tabitha Fortt

Dr. Douglas York
Dr. Thomas Getreuer
Dr. Marc Peyser

Health Commission Meeting
City of Stamford
APPROVED MINUTES
December 12, 2024

Absent:

Guest Attendance: Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Mr. Louis DeRubeis, Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare, Ms.
Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator of Family & Community Engagement, Ms. Ashley Hutchinson, Family
& Community Engagement Liaison
Call to Order Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:00am.
Topics Discussions Actions
Minutes

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission
Meeting of November 14, 2024

Correspondence:

Director of Public Safety, Health & Welfare
Report
Mr. Lou DeRubeis

None

Public Safety & Public Health Personnel: On
December 9", Mr. Brian Faughnan assumed the
role of Director of Emergency Communications.
Mr. Faughnan is a retired State Police Supervisor
who will be a valuable resource for our
community for years to come.

e Motion to approve occurred at 9:01am
(Approved 3-0)
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Stamford Police Academy: A few weeks ago,
nine candidates graduated from the 1% Police
Academy held in Stamford.

Mr. DeRubeis emphasized the importance of
having a local facility in Stamford where officers
can train with a more tailored approach. Changes
to recruitment testing and procedures will help to
increase retention, he continued. An application
called Police App has been implemented to
expedite the process.

Fire Department: There will be a graduating fire
recruit class where 19 candidates will become
Firefighters tonight, December 12™.

Citywide Emergency Operations Center Project:
Upgrades to the Emergency Operations Center
has been initiated. Upgrades will include
structural, system processing, and technology
changes.

Air Quality Project: Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan and
her team have been working with the Mayor’s
Office on a long-term plan for air quality
monitoring. A company has been selected and is
in the process of working out a contract.

Suicide Prevention: The Police Department
worked with the Health & Human Services
Department to put out an announcement about
Suicide Prevention due to the uptick in suicides.

Page 2 of 5




Health Commission Meeting
City of Stamford
APPROVED MINUTES
December 12, 2024

Stamford Welcome Center Initiative
Mr. Juan Pazmino & Ms. Ashley Hutchinson

Stamford has experienced four cases of suicides
currently which raised concerns. Ms. Bishop-
Pullan activated postvention services, while Mr.
DeRubeis met with the mayor to discuss a
strategy for continued mental health services.

The Welcome Center’s grand opening will
commence on January 15™, 2025. Mr. Pazmino
reported that 99% of staff are currently working
on getting the welcome center functional.

Dr. Fortt asked what time the grand opening will
occur.

The lower level of the Welcome Center will have
a multi-purpose room to conduct trainings,
meetings, and parent-teacher conferences. There
will also be an area for teachers to conduct
screening for student enroliment.

There is an influx of families visiting the
Welcome Center for cost giveaway which were
donated by the Dalio Foundation. Mr. Pazmino
stated they are collecting information from
visitors to develop a system for registration.

Dr. Getreuer asked who donated the jackets,
what is the name of the Dalio Foundation
contact, and how was initial contact made?

Ms. Olson asked Ms. Hutchinson if anyone could
refer a child in need of a coat to her.

Mr. Pazmino responded 10:00am and
invitations will go out next week.

Mr. Pazmino responded that he doesn’t have
the name of the contact person, but he will
share with the commission once he has the
information available.

Ms. Hutchinson informed the Commission
the conversation regarding donations started
with Mr. Mike Meyer over the summer & the
person she has been communicating with is
Lucy Weir.

Ms. Hutchinson responded yes.
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Director of Health Report
Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan

Connecticut Public Health Association: Recently
attended meeting connected with UCONN for a
potential intern who would focus on use and
misuse of illegal substance through the pharmacy
department. Which will be great, particularly with
the Biobot wastewater testing for substances
which have been reimplemented and data
collection began last week.

Air Quality Monitoring Program: Working with
the Department of Operations and the vendor to
resolve challenges with two of the air quality
monitors.

Housing Services: One of the top issues identified
in the community health needs assessment is
affordable housing. Ms. Sharona Cowan, Director
of Housing Services, attended a conference to
obtain information on how best to support
residents during the winter season by working
with local partners.

School Nursing: One school nurse is coming close
to retirement which will current another Public
Health Nurse vacancy. Ms. Moira Bryson, Public
Health School Nurse Supervisor, has been
actively interviewing in efforts to fill vacant
positions.

Health Promotion: Human Resources coordinated
an employee Health Fair at the Stamford
Government Center for all City employees.
Seasonal vaccines were administered by the
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Old Business:

New Business:

Department of Health & Human Services, Public
Health Nurses.

e Dr. Fortt asked Ms. Bishop-Pullan what the
COVID-19, RSV, and Flu rates?

e No New Business items.

Ms. Bishop-Pullan responded 9 cases of
Covid, 25 cases of RSV, and 17 cases of Flu.

Appeals:

No Appeals

Adjournment:

Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 10:10am.

Submitted by: Raquelle Early
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