
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

APPROVED MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 

VIA INTERNET & CONFERENCE CALL 

6:30 P.M. 
 

ZOOM MEETING 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87406422113 
 

Meeting ID: 874 0642 2113 

Passcode: 260546 
 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, December 18, 2024 
via the Internet on Zoom. 
 
In attendance were: 
 
Commissioners: Melanie Hollas, Chair 
 Michael Tedder, Vice Chair 
 Benjamin Pomerantz 
 
Staff: Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 Lesley Capp, Assistant - Parks & Recreation Commission 
 
Absent: Angela Adetola  
 Paul Newman 
  

CALL TO ORDER:  

 
Ms. Hollas called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. and introduced the Commission members and staff 
present. 
 
Ms. Hollas introduced the first item on the agenda. 

 

➢ PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:  Each individual requesting to speak shall send a Chat 

Message to the Chair stating their name and address for the record.  Public participation comments shall 

be limited to 3 minutes. 

 

There was no one in attendance who wished to speak. 

 

➢ Review of the November 20, 2024 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes. 

 

As there was not a quorum of members present who attended the November 20, 2024 meeting, the minutes 

were TABLED to the January 15, 2025 meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Due to Ms. Petrizzi having technical difficulties, Ms. Hollas moved on to the next agenda items and would 

come back when they could be resolved. 

 

➢ 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline - Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation:  Mr. Murray will 

make a presentation for the possible installation of “Signs of Hope” signage by the City of Stamford 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87406422113?pwd=AD1ktLdyE5cvh4MJncurdcVOmBVyGM.1
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Health Department for the 988 Mental Health Initiative (Suicide & Crisis Lifeline) in Cove Island Park, 

Cummins Park, Scalzi Park, Lione Park, West Beach and Jackie Robinson Park. 

 

Mr. Tedder made a motion to approve the installation of the Signs of Hope signage in the parks listed above. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Pomerantz Unanimously Approved (3-0) 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

➢ 2025-2026 Capital Budget/Operation Requests. 

- Update from Engineering Department regarding the funding requested for Scofieldtown Park and 

clarify balance to be used for Dog Park. 

- Clarification from Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation, regarding $550,000.00 projects and 

the $750,000.00 Dog Park at Courtland Avenue. 

- Field Upgrades and equipment: Discuss Commission's position. 

 

The Commission had considerable discussion on the listed topics. 

 

➢ Scheduled Planning Board Capital Budget Meetings. 

- Update from Planning Board Capital Budget Meeting held on December 10, 2024. 

- Capital Budget Public Hearing - January 7, 2025: Discuss list of projects the Commission supports and 

does not support. 

 

The Commission had considerable discussion focusing on the Capital submission for $100,000.00 to rezone 

park land not zoned as parks. 

 

NEW BUSINESS (Con’t):  

➢ Fiona Petrizzi, Stamford Resident - Free Little Library:  Ms. Petrizzi will make a presentation on the 

possible installation of a Free Little Library in Northrop Park. 

 

Ms. Petrizzi made a brief presentation and answered questions from the Commission. 

 

Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to approve the installation of a Free Little Library in Northrop Park. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Tedder Unanimously Approved (3-0) 

 

➢ East Side Library. 

- Approved letter with requested revisions went out to the Planning Board, Board of Finance and Board 

of Representatives. 

 

Ms. Hollas confirmed that the letter went out and there were replies from Richard Freeman, Chair; Jeff 

Alswanger and Gerald McMullin of the Board of Finance. 

 

➢ Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation. 

- Parks Regulations on the website are dated 2022 and have not been updated per July 2024 Board of 

Representatives approval of changes. 

 

Ms. Hollas updated the Commission on the Park Rules & Regulations changes that they are approved to 

move forward as per Jennifer Matheny, Chair, Parks & Recreation Committee, Board of Representatives. 

Ms. Hollas asked Mr. Murray to make the changes on the website and to the Special Events applications. 
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- Stamford Parks Community Foundation and Park Signage: Which parks are being proposed to receive 

entrance signs? Will they all look the same per existing standards? 

 

Ms. Hollas asked Mr. Murray about the status of the donation from the Foundation to update park signage. 

 

Mr. Murray explained that the donation was to be used to update park identity signs only for 15 parks. 

 

- Special Events Application and Lesley Capp, Parks & Recreation Commission Assistant, helping to 

compile weekly events list for Commission reference. 

 

Ms. Capp explained that she would need access to the main database to have the ability to compile a listing 

of each month’s events, which she does not have at this point. 

 

Mr. Murray suggested having a meeting with Bill Napolitano to discuss. 

 

➢ Scofieldtown Dog Park. 

- Recommend Dog Park rules & regulations. 

 

The Commission had a discussion on the possible language for signage at the new dog park. 

 

Ms. Hollas brought the discussion back to the Planning Board Capital Budget Public Hearing on January 7, 

2025 and made recommendations for some of the priority projects the Commission could focus on to help 

support for funding for FY 2024-2025.  Ms. Hollas asked the Commission for their input, which was 

followed by a discussion of the projects to be considered. 

 

TOURNAMENTS: 

➢ No Tournaments.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

➢ No Correspondence.  

 

STAFF REPORTS:  

➢ Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation:  Parks & Recreation Update. 

 

The following Staff Report was submitted and discussed by Mr. Murray:  
 

[Begin Report] 

 

• Terry Conner Rink (TCR) Revenue Report. (Attached) 

• Parks & Recreation Revenue Report.  (Attached) 

• Cove Island Marina dredging project in progress and pre-bid meeting for docks and pile installations are 

scheduled. 

• Two (2) Park Police officers are in the process of getting screened and interviewed and await Stamford 

Police Department process to be completed.  

• Blue Light Update: Dorthey Heroy trench and power connection and tower are installed.  Awaiting camera 

devices to be completed.  

• FY2025-2026 Operating Budget instructions sent out by Office of Policy & Management (OPM).  Memo 

from OPM with schedule and details attached for review. 

• Heroy Access Gate on Riding Stable Road: Pedestal in place awaiting Eversource to move phase power 

to new utility pole on December 11, 2024.  Awaiting confirmation to complete the installation. 

• Meeting with Melanie Hollas, Chair and Michael Tedder, Vice Chair from the Parks & Recreation 

Commission on December 17, 2024 to discuss park capital projects. 
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• Forestry Tree Maintenance interviews to be held on December 17, 2024.  Two (2) additional candidates. 

• City RFP for Citywide Park and Concessions and beach services in progress for 2025 season. 

• Park Ranger Program:  Nine (9) Rangers are being trained.  Program will end December 1, 2024 and pick 

back up on March 15, 2025. 

• Park Playgrounds: Awaiting 2025 annual inspections for twenty (20) playgrounds that took place on 

December 15 through December 17, 2024. 

• City Engineering Department working with Graybar Industries and DEEP for work authorization for 

Kosciusko Park light upgrade.  Scheduled to begin early spring 2025. 

• West Beach turf project in progress. 

• Cummings Beach promenade project in progress. 

• Scalzi Bocce court project in progress. 

• All City park bathrooms closed and winterized as of December 1, 2024 and irrigation lines are being 

winterized.  

• YCMA facility discussions are in order and inspection reports are back.  Administration and I are 

gathering information on recreation use with programming and activation of the pool. 

• Working with Parks Event Coordinator using Synchrony Corporation’s donation to update fifteen (15) 

park entry signs.  Awaiting proposals. 

• Santa Hayride Event at Cove Island Park completed.  Five Hundred (500) people attended on two (2) 

Saturdays. 

• Four (4) ski Bum trips were sold out within one day of registration. 

• Recreation winter programs are starting up.  
 

[End Report] 

 

DISCUSSION: 

➢ Angela Adetola, Commissioner:  

- Update on Stamford Parks Community Partnership. 

- Update on Geographic Information Services (GIS) Mapping. 

➢ Melanie Hollas, Chair; Paul Newman & Benjamin Pomerantz, Commissioners:  Update on parks not 

zoned as parks. 

➢ Michael Tedder, Vice Chair & Paul Newman, Commissioner:  Update on Policy & Procedure revisions. 

 
Each Commissioner provided an update on their respective topic(s). 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Tedder made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Pomerantz and the vote was carried 

unanimously.  
 

Ms. Hollas adjourned the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lesley Capp 

Assistant to the Parks & Recreation Commission 

December 23, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 
These proceedings were recorded on video and are available for review on the City of Stamford website at: 

http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_is=9 
 

http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_is=9

