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Commissioners Attendance October 2024 

 

Present:        Absent:  

Ms. Lorraine Olson 

Dr. Thomas Getreuer   

Dr. Douglas York  

Dr. Marc Peyser       

Dr. Tabitha Fortt 

    

Guest Attendance:  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator of Family & Community 

Engagement, Ms. Ashley Hutchison Family & Community Engagement Liaison, Ms. Lisaura Garcia, Service Coordinator, Ms. Liznery Roman, Service Coordinator 

 

Call to Order  Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:07am. 

   

 

 

 

 

Topics 

Minutes  

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission 

Meeting of September 12, 2024 

 

 

Correspondence:  

 

 

Welcome Center Initiative   

Ms. Lorraine Olon, Mr. Juan Pazmino &  

Ms. Ashley Hutchison  

 

 

 

 

 

Discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

• No correspondence. 

 

 
 

• Mr. Juan Pazmino & Ms. Ashley Hutchison are 

officially stationed on the first Floor of Cloonan 

Middle School next to the School Based Health 

Center.  
 

• The Welcome Center is scheduled to open 

November 1, 2024 (pending furniture)  

Actions 

 

• Motion to approve occurred at 9:08am 

(Approved 3-0) 
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Director of Health & Human Services Report  

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Introduction of Ashley Hutchison who assists 

with Food/housing instabilities. 

 

• Pending more staff (receptionist, Translator, 

Teacher screening)  

 

• Ms. Olson mentioned scheduling a meeting with 

Dennis Torres to begin discussion on having 

Mental Health Services at the Welcome Center. 

 

• Other programs discussed to potentially add to 

the Welcome Center (homework assistance 

program for Parents and Students, dental 

services) perhaps also collaborating with Family 

Centers. 

 

 
 

• Successful outcome with the Family Day event 

(300 participants) 

 

• EPA air monitoring Grant has been approved; it 

will require a community component along with 

a Community Education piece.  

 

• Community Health Needs Assessment with the 

Hospital is resuming. Starting to work with Data 

Haven to get quantitative date and organize 

focus groups for their quantitative data along 

with Brittney Dube. 

 

•  Jody is part of the CHIP governing committee 

and will monitor the outcome.  

 

• Ms. Sharona Cowan has been working closely 

with Cradle to Career and has done 

presentations in the community like Housing 
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101 and Housing 102. These presentations talk 

about people’s rights as tenants and landlord 

rights.  

 

• The library is hosting a resource guide (a guide 

the community can access with the details of all 

the resources available and how to access the 

resources. It’s going to be launching within the 

next few weeks on the library’s website, it’s 

searchable and will be able to be translated into 

any language.  

 

• Accreditation is 90% complete. Looking 

forward to having all the documents submitted 

by the end of December. Raquelle Early is 

working on a couple of things needed.  

 

Three major projects have been completed 

(Workforce Development Plan, Quality 

Improvement Plan, & Performance 

management)  

 

Once all has been submitted, reviewed and 

revised, we anticipate an on-site visit to be 

scheduled, which will then require someone 

from the governing boards to be present. 

 

• The Postvention Team had Psychological First 

Aid training. The training was focused on how 

to provide mental health first aide during a 

crisis.   

 

• Expanding 988 Signs (requested by the mayor’s 

office). Will work along operations team to 

execute 
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Environmental Health 

• Three more Operation Safe Houses this fall 

where the inspectors go out after hours to try to 

access residences, multi-family dwellings and 

maybe single-family dwellings that are being 

used as multifamily dwellings and need 

inspection.  

 

• Many temporary events that are being approved, 

particularly in schools. 

 

• Inspectors attended a workshop for lead 

abatement. There is also a grant for 

homeowners for lead abatement, allowing the 

inspectors to have proper resources to provide 

homeowners that may have lead in their homes. 

 

• Stamford has less of an old housing stock 

compared to other CT cites, but many children 

have come with previous exposures.  

 

• We’ve done over 1,500 rent rebate applications 

this year, which have been helpful particularly 

for the senior population  

 

• One of our outreach coordinators will be a 

keynote speaker at the Access Health 

Conference talking about the new insurance 

enrollment qualifications for children.  

 

Community Nursing 

• Busy with making sure kids were getting 

immunized and now rolling out flu clinics. Will 

be at Filling in the Blanks food distribution 

10/19 providing flu and covid vaccines.  
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• The state is offering some COVID vaccines for 

uninsured adults  

 

• School nursing has two new nurses, still 

recruiting for a third. 

 

• Respiratory illness numbers are down and 

looking pretty good at the moment. 

  

•  The federal government is currently sending 

free covid testing kits. 

 

• Dr. York asked if we have any currently 

reported cases of Pertussis.  

 

 

• Dr. York mentioned 178 cases have been 

identified so far in-migrant shelters in the 

pediatric population. And they aren’t 

immunized.  

 

• Dr. Fortt asked for an update on where the city 

stands as far as asylum seekers or migrants that 

are coming in?  

 

 

 

 

 

• Currently there are 172 students identified as 

experiencing homelessness for the current 

school yr. Ms. Hutchison is working closely 

with the Jewish family services to ensure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ms. Bishop-Pullan replied none have been 

reported in Stamford but there are some 

cases in CT. 

 

 

 

• Ms. Hutchison stated any families 

experiencing temporary displacement are 

being referred to call 211 to get their name 

on a shelter list. Some families don’t want to 

leave Stamford because they think their 

children won’t be able to stay in their school. 

Ms. Hutchison is working on informing the 

parents their children can remain in their 

school of origin and transportation will be 

provided as long as it’s within a certain 

radius. 
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Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 9:43am  

 

Submitted by: Raquelle Early  

 

 

 

 

Public, Safety, Health, and Welfare Report 

Mr. Lou DeRubeis 

 

 

Old Business  

 

 

New Business 

families entering through asylum or refugees 

can get registered and get the resources they 

need.  

 

 

• No report provided.  

 

• None 

 

• None 

   

Appeals: 

 
• No Appeals  


