
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

APPROVED MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 

VIA INTERNET & CONFERENCE CALL 

6:30 P.M. 
 

JOIN ZOOM MEETING 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89080955980 
 

Meeting ID: 890 8095 5980 

Passcode: 187445 
 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, November 20, 2024 
via the Internet on Zoom. 
 
In attendance were: 
 
Commissioners: Michael Tedder, Vice Chair 
 Angela Adetola  
 Paul Newman 
 Benjamin Pomerantz 
 
Staff: Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 Lesley Capp, Assistant - Parks & Recreation Commission 
 
Absent:  Melanie Hollas, Chair  

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mr. Tedder called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. and introduced the Commission members and staff 
present. 
 
Mr. Tedder introduced the first item on the agenda. 
 

➢ PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:  Each individual requesting to speak shall send a Chat 

Message to the Chair stating their name and address for the record.  Public participation comments shall 

be limited to 3 minutes. 
 

There was no one in attendance who wished to speak. 

 

➢ Review of the October 9, 2024 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes. 
 

Mr. Newman made a motion to approve the October 9, 2024 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes. 
 

Seconded by Ms. Adetola Unanimously Approved (4-0) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

➢ Lione Park - Luke Buttenwieser, Transportation Planner; Transportation, Traffic & Parking:  Mr. 
Buttenwieser will present plans for Lione Park redesign work to include relocating current parking lot 
and park amenities to ensure safety and quality of life concerns, including additional park amenities to 
activate the park. 

 

Mr. Buttenwieser made a presentation detailing the scope of work to be done at Lione Park and answered 
questions from the Commission. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89080955980?pwd=eDP84uysjJ6CFZogxY2QEY1AdWiend.1
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➢ Mary Ellen Burns, Friends of Mianus River Park:  Ms. Burns will provide an update on the activities 

of the Friends of Mianus River Park. 

 

Ms. Burns made a presentation on the current activities of the Friends of Mianus River Park and answered 

questions from the Commission. 

 

NEW BUSINESS (Con’t):  

➢ Betsy Herzog, Resident:  Suggestion for an off-season dog run at a small section of one of the City 

beaches. 

Ms. Herzog made a presentation and answered questions from the Commission.  After some discussion, the 

Commission suggested that Ms. Herzog consider Cummings Park and reach out to her District 

Representative and also to the Representative for Cummings Park.  It was also suggested that a petition be 

started to help show there is interest in having a dog run in the off season. 

 

➢ 2025 Meeting Schedule. 

 

After a brief discussion, Ms. Adetola made a motion to approve the 2025 meeting schedule as presented. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Newman Unanimously Approved (4-0) 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

➢ Cove Island Park - HTC40 Shoulder Check Event - Thursday, July 25, 2024:  Follow-up discussion 

from the September 18, 2024 meeting addressing concerns about this event and park usage for next year 

and reviewed the Special Events application for the event scheduled for July 24, 2025. 

 

Rob Thorsen, Founder & Executive Director, The HT40 Foundation - Shoulder Check, made a presentation 

providing a recap on the parking issues and possible solutions and answered questions from the 

Commission. The Commission further discussed the parking issues and also discussed the Special Events 

application for next year’s event to be held on Thursday, July 24, 2025. 

 

After some discussion, Mr. Newman made a motion to approve the HTC40 Shoulder Check Event 

scheduled for Thursday, July 24, 2025. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Pomerantz Unanimously Approved (4-0) 

 

➢ 2025-2026 Capital Budget/Operating Requests - Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation: 

- Update of Capital submissions from the Parks & Recreation Department and submissions from the 

Land Use Bureau that pertain to the City’s parks. 

- Update on work at Lione Park and Nemoitin Park.   

- Update on multiple parks’ paving and drainage project with requested funding of $550,000.00.  This 

project includes releveling/regraveling the Kosciusko Park parking lot; designing and installing a 

protection wall along the beachfront to protect against erosion during storm surges; drainage 

improvements and a new retention basin at the dog park on Courtland Avenue and regrading and 

repaving at the Parks Department shop parking areas to assist with flood prone areas.  
 

 Scheduled Planning Board-Capital Budget Meetings: 

 December 10, 2024 - Capital Budget Review 

 January 7, 2025 - Public Hearing - Capital Budget 

 

Mr. Murray provided a brief update on each item and answered questions from the Commission. 
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➢ Michael Tedder, Vice Chair:  East Side Library Project with requested funding of $4.3M. 

 

The Commission discussed a letter drafted by Ms. Hollas to the Board of Finance with the major points 

being that there is community involvement with this project and recognition of the deed restriction adopted 

in 1943. 

 

Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to accept the letter to the Board of Finance drafted by Ms. Hollas with 

changes discussed. 

 

Seconded by Mr. Newman Unanimously Approved (4-0) 

 

➢ Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation: 

- Request updated Park Regulations be added to the Parks & Recreation website. Current Regulations 

are out of date from 2022. 

- Discuss how to get rules implemented on Special Event applications and on park signage. 

- Operating costs for baseball fields. 

- Proposed fields slated to be converted to artificial turf. 

 

Mr. Murray provided a brief update on each item and answered questions from the Commission. 

 

➢ Scofieldtown Dog Park: Update on the status and discussion about the rules and regulations. (TABLED 

from the October 9, 2024 meeting.) 

 

Mr. Tedder provided an update on the status of the planning process for the dog park and the rules that will 

be put into effect. 

 

TOURNAMENTS: 

➢ No Tournaments.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

➢ No Correspondence.  

 

STAFF REPORTS:  

➢ Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation:  Parks & Recreation Update. 

 

The following Staff Report was submitted and discussed by Mr. Murray:  
 

[Begin Report] 

 

• Terry Conner Rink (TCR) Revenue Report.  (Attached) 

• Parks & Recreation Revenue Report.  (Attached) 

• Veteran’s Day Parade was held on Sunday, November 10, 2024. 

• Attended SVPP Patriot Award Reception on November 14, 2024. 

• Thanksgiving Day Parade Inflation Party to be held Saturday, November 23 and Parde on Sunday, 

November 24, 2024. 

• Forestry Department:  Tree Maintenance Specialist interviews are being held for five (5) candidates. 

• Annual Report.  (Attached) 

• Infield Turf Upgrades Baseball/Softball: Operating cost breakdown/proposed field/equipment. (Attached) 

• ARP Funding overview.  (Attached) 

• Attended Planning Board Capital Budget meeting on Tuesday, October 22, 2024. 

• Cove Island Park marina dredging project in progress. 
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• Blue Light Update:  Dorthey Heroy trench and power connection and tower are installed.  Awaiting 

camera devices to be completed. 

• Heroy Access Gate on Riding Stable Road:  Pedestal in place.  Awaiting Eversource to move phase power 

to new utility pool. 

• Park Ranger Program:  Nine (9) Rangers are being trained.  Program will end December 1, 2024 and pick 

back up on March 15, 2025. 

• Park Playgrounds:  Awaiting annual inspections for twenty (20) playgrounds. 

• Lione Park turf upgrade project is complete as of November 7, 2024.  G-Max testing results have cleared 

the field for use. 

• West Beach turf project to begin November 18, 2024. 

• Cummings Beach promenade project in progress. 

• Scalzi Park Bocce Court project is in progress. 

• All City park bathrooms and irrigation lines are being winterized for the season.  Administration has 

agreed to keep seven (7) locations open until Sunday, December 1, 2024. 

• YCMA facility discussions are in order and inspection reports are back.  Administration gathering 

information on recreation use with programming and activation of the pool.   

• Working with Parks Event Coordinator using Synchrony Corporation’s donation to update fifteen (15) 

park entry signs. 

• Working with Land Use Bureau and Parks Event Coordinator to include tree planting initiative on Parks 

& Recreation website. 

• Santa Hayride @ Cove Island Park and four (4) Ski Bum trips were sold out within one day of registration. 

• Fall programs and sports are concluding and winter programs are starting up.  

• TCR Rink Operator interviews have been held.  A selection will be made. 

• Board of Finance monthly meeting heard two (2) Capital Project Request Appropriation items.  One for 

Lione Park using ARP funding and another for Nemoitin Park Playground using ARP funding.  (Attached 

Action Report) 
 

[End Report] 

 

DISCUSSION: 

➢ Angela Adetola, Commissioner:  

- Update on Stamford Parks Community Partnership. 

- Update on Geographic Information Services (GIS) Mapping. 

➢ Melanie Hollas, Chair; Paul Newman & Benjamin Pomerantz, Commissioners:  Update on parks not 

zoned as parks. 

➢ Michael Tedder, Vice Chair & Paul Newman, Commissioner:  Update on Policy & Procedure revisions. 
 

Each Commissioner provided an update on their respective topic(s). 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Newman made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Ms. Adetola and the vote was carried 

unanimously.  
 

Mr. Tedder adjourned the meeting at 8:48 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lesley Capp 

Assistant to the Parks & Recreation Commission 

November 25, 2024 

 
These proceedings were recorded on video and are available for review on the City of Stamford website at: 

http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_is=9 

http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_is=9

