Commissioners Attendance November 2024

Present:

Ms. Lorraine Olson
Dr. Thomas Getreuer
Dr. Douglas York
Dr. Marc Peyser

Dr. Tabitha Fortt

Guest Attendance:

Health Commission Meeting
City of Stamford
DRAFT MINUTES
November 14", 2024

Absent:

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Director of Health & Human Services, Ms. Raquelle Early, Recording Secretary, Mr. Juan Pazmino, Coordinator of Family & Community
Engagement, Ms. Ashley Hutchison Family & Community Engagement Liaison, Ms. Brittney Dube, Behavioral Health/Health Promotion Emergency Response

Supervisor

Call to Order Ms. Olson called the meeting to order at 9:02am.
Topics Discussions Actions

Minutes

Approval of the minutes of the Health Commission
Meeting of October 17", 2024

Correspondence:

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan asks Dr. Douglas York
if a response was received regarding the amount
of pertussis cases mentioned at the Health
Commission Meeting of October 17th, 2024?

e Motion to approve as amended occurred at
9:03am (Approved 3-0)

e Dr. Douglas York responds with clarification
on the information provided at the previous
Health Commission meeting, the case data
was from the Bronx County, not from
Stamford.
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Community Health Needs Assessment
Ms. Lorraine Olon

Welcome Center Initiative
Ms. Lorraine Olon & Mr. Juan Pazmino & Ms.
Ashley Hutchison

The Director of Government and Community
affairs requested input from the Health
Commission for the 3-year assessment for
Stamford Hospital.

Ms. Lorraine Olon states she visited the
Welcome Center and had a tour around the
facility. Proceeds by asking Mr. Juan Pazmino
for an update.

Ms. Lorraine Olon asks if anyone has any
questions for Mr. Pazmino & Ms. Hutchinson.

Ms. Lorraine Olon, Marc Peyser and Dr.
Douglas York agreed to attend the zoom
meeting scheduled for Nov. 19, 2024, 10am-
11 am.

Mr. Juan Pazmino begins by saying the
opening date has been pushed back due to
ongoing construction and pending furniture
delivery.

Initiation meeting was held between Mr.
Pazmino, Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Ms.
Moria Bryson, and Ms. Rebecca Wilson
regarding centralized registration. Discussing
how the Welcome Center will collaborate
with Family Centers, school-based health
centers and school nurses.

Information has been obtained from
neighboring cities such as Danbury &
Norwalk regarding operation details of their
Welcome Center, as far as nurse schedules
and high-peak registration times throughout
the year.

Expected opening date TBD, soft opening
around December 1%, Ribbon cutting planned
for January 1%, 2025.
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Director of Health & Human Services Report
Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan

Air Quality Monitoring- Culmination point.
Community meetings required by grant
scheduled for next week Nov. 19 via zoom,
invitation sent via email for those who wish to
attend. There will be 3 locations where air
quality monitoring will take place: 1. South End
of Stamford 2. West Side of Stamford 3. TBD in
collaborative effort with Mr. James Federici and
Ms. Dipika Khushalani.

Community Health Needs Assessment- Ms.
Jody Bishop-Pullan was interviewed along with
some of the staff. Moving forward will be
working with Stamford Hospital once data is
collected to analyze where this data is leading
and develop into actionable objectives.

Communication Project- Phone tree has been
developed in English by Ms. Raquelle Early &
Ms. Dipika Khushalani. Pending translation
rollout for Spanish and Haitian Creole. The
phone tree will help the public find the right
department or division to address their needs.

Health Promotion & Emergency Preparedness
Response- Supervisor, Ms. Brittany Dube has
applied for a grant from the healthcare Coalition
to do another ‘go bag’ giveaway event like the
one held last year. Hoping to come up with
other events to target the senior & disabled
populations and make sure they have access to
emergency response information and supplies.
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Housing- Ms. Sharona Cowan, Director of
Housing Services, continues to work with the
community educating the residents on housing.
The latest round of education was on evictions,
how to avoid them and how to manage once an
eviction notice is received. Ms. Cowan is also
working closely with shelters and The Salvation
Army, preparing for cold weather housing to
ensure residents have housing.

Behavioral Health- Stamford Hospital held a
partner meeting to work on a strategic plan to
expand their behavioral health services for both
adults and youth. This will help streamline
working with the partners. The youth mental
health alliance is working on continuity of care,
making sure that there is a connection of care
from different levels of service. As well as
getting parents engaged, most of the
engagement comes from the youth serving
organizations.

Environmental Health- On Nov. 8" we
celebrated Environmental Health Professional
Day where the staff were thanked for their
service and the hard work that they do. The two
Inspector I’s are moving forward in their
training to get their certificates to move on to
Inspector Il. One is focusing on lead training
and the other is working on septic training.

Human Services- Outreach coordinator, Ms.
Toni Khan, who responds to seniors and
disabled adults is doing a lot of education on
senior services resources and mental health
wellness. Ms. Maria Millan is actively working
on open enrollment for state health insurance.
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Community Nursing- Participated in fill-in-the-
blanks food distribution event last month. 72
Flu vaccines & 8 COVID vaccines have been
given and more administration of vaccines
expected to happen again this Saturday.

CT State- Asking us to monitor cases of
Marburg. Some cases of Campfilobacter have
come up in CT seems to be related to ingestion
of raw milk. Stamford health cases that have
been identified are being handled by DPH and
the CDC response for food borne illness
outbreak. A presumed case of Pertussis came
up but wasn’t confirmed by the laboratory. We
also received notification of another case
because it was a Stamford workplace but not a
Stamford resident.

School Nursing- Two new Nurse have been
hired and onboarded; one vacancy remains. The
local education associations were allowed to
order free home covid test for distribution to
students & families, Ms. Moira Bryson is
helping schools organize the roll out of the
order for this season.

As Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan concludes her
report, Ms. Lorraine Olson asks; What’s
Marburg?

Dr. York asked; What are the current rates of
Flu, RSV & COVID?

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan responds: Marburg
is a disease that’s happening in Africa, like
Ebola, where travelers have to be monitored.

Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan respond: Still very
low, watching wastewater cases, receiving
reports every day. The demand has not been
high for vaccines which is why we are
working to target communities such as
seniors and disabled.
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Old Business
Accreditation
Ms. Jody Bishop-Pullan, Ms. Brittany Dube

New Business

Ms. Dube informs us we are 90% accredited in
terms of documentation, with 14 items
remaining. Going through review of documents
as they are submitted, hard deadline is mid-
January 2025 for application submittal. After
submitting they will schedule a site visit where
they come and ask us about some of the
documentation.

Ms. Lorraine Olson asked how many other
health departments are accredited in the State of
Connecticut.

Ms. Lorraine Olson asked what happens after
the department is accredited?

Dr. York added to the Behavioral Health
Report with feedback on the support he’s
seen in two new patient groups that has
resulted in great success.

Ms. Dube responds saying there are very
few health departments accredited aside
from the State of Connecticut who is also
accredited.

Ms. Dube responds, saying it helps with
continuous performance improvement,
quality improvement, recognition, grant
funding. Reaccreditation is required
every several years which helps bolster
the department by ensuring we’ve met
certain standards for excellence.
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Annual Health Commission Calendar

Boards & Commission Webpage

School Based Health Center

The 2025 Calander for the Health Commission
Meetings will remain as is: 9:00 am every
second Thursday of the month with the
exception of months July & August.

New webpage on the city website where
members for Boards and Commissions are listed
along with dates of appointment and when terms
expire.

TOR will have a School-Based Center

Everyone agrees to keep the same
schedule as 2024.

Dr. Getreuer spoke with the mayor’s
office as far as the accuracy of the
appointment dates and they’re aware of a
lot of discrepancies which will be worked
on after January 1%.

Appeals:

None

Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 9:47am

Submitted by: Raquelle Early
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