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Stamford Social Services Commission Meeting 

888 Washington Blvd. 
Stamford, CT. 06901 

 
           Wednesday August 28, 2024, 5:15 P.M. Via Zoom 
                   Draft Minutes 
 
Attendees 
Commissioners: 
Caroline Temlock Teichman, Chair 
Linda Gornitsky 
Ellen Petersen 
 
City of Stamford: 
Sharona Cowan, Director of Housing Services and Social Services Commission Coordinator 
Dana Lee, Assistant Corporation Counsel 
 
Members of the Public: 
Najwa Deeb 
Matthew Haine 
Bret Hurst 
Nelson Quinones 
Ian Wagemaker 
 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Caroline Temlock Teichman called the meeting to order at 5:20 P.M. 
 
Open for Public Comment 
No comments from members of the public. 
 
Report from Director of Housing Services/ Social Service Coordinator  
There have been 8 new Fair Rent complaints since the last report. 
The Director created a video along with the Stamford Police Department to provide information 
about housing scams. 
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The Director is reviewing various aspects of a building that had been purchased and rehabbed. 
Some tenants ended up in smaller units than they had previously occupied, so Housing Services 
is reviewing the procedures that were followed.  
There are a number of community events which the Director of Housing Services will attend in 
order to provide information about various aspects of housing. These events include the Health 
Fair, Family Day at the Yerwood Center, and a special series in cooperation with Cradle to 
Career. 
The Director met with others in similar positions throughout the state to discuss a statewide 
Fair Rent Coalition to consider best practices in the Fair Rent process.  
Cold weather planning is beginning now, especially since shelters are already at full capacity. 
 
Continuation of Fair Rent Hearing FR20220526-17 Deliberation and Decision 
The Commissioners reviewed what had transpired during the June 26, 2024 meeting and took 
the following into consideration as they considered the new rental amount: 
· The tenant has been paying $1,440 while the landlord would like him to pay $2,000 per month 
· The landlord wants the rent increase to be retroactive to 2022 
· The tenant said he would be comfortable paying $1,650 a month in rent 
· The tenant has a disability 
· The tenant believes that his apartment is not comparable to others in the complex but there is 
no documentation to substantiate this 
· There were no safety issues reported although the tenant said there are some broken tiles in 
the kitchen and bathroom, and the kitchen cabinets are not securely fastened to the wall 
· The tenant never reached out to the current landlord regarding any changes 
Commissioner Petersen moved that the tenant’s rent should be $1,738 per month for a one-
year lease beginning on September 1, 2024, on condition that the landlord inspect the 
apartment and replace the broken tiles and any hazardous conditions. There are to be no 
retroactive payments. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gornitsky and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Petersen moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Gornitsky seconded 
the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 P.M. 


