Request for Proposals:

Stamford Arts and Culture Commission
Transportation Center Mural

The Stamford Arts & Culture Commission (SACC) has received a National Endowment of the
Arts (NEA) Grant to create a Wall Mural that is a part of the newly built Stamford
Transportation Center parking garage. The mural will be installed on a concrete masonry wall
that measures approximately 18.5” x 187’, located on North State Street,

@ Washington Blvd. (See image below and additional images on Page 7.)

Wall Dimensions: 18.5 x 187°

SACC MURAL ART PROJECT:
To execute this project, SACC is seeking an artist or team of artists to design and paint a mural
that depicts/reflects Stamford’s landmarks and culture (e.g., parks, waterfronts, beaches,
downtown, nature centers, public transportation) abstract art and/or rail transportation. When
completed, the mural should give residents, visitors, and those who work in Stamford a sense of
pride. Once completed, this Wall Mural will serve as a vibrant interactive community-serving
corridor that both pedestrians and drivers will appreciate.

ARTIST ELIGIBILITY:
We are seeking an artist or team of artists who work primarily in two-dimensional media and
who show artistic merit demonstrated in a strong portfolio of past work. Artists who are selected
as finalists by the Mural Review Committee must be interviewed and approved as eligible
vendors.

BUDGET:
Total project budget is not anticipated to exceed $68,000. The artist awarded the project will be
responsible for materials, tools, equipment, transportation, travel costs, contingency, and
insurance.



The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) will take responsibility for prepping
and priming the wall.

The artist is responsible for painting the designated section/components of the wall and applying
a clear anti-graffiti coating to the mural. The artist will also be responsible for minor touch ups
on the project for a period of three years.

MURAL THEMES:
THEME 1: STAMFORD LANDMARKS AND CULTURE

This artistic design can depict historic or current realistic representations of people, cultures,

customs, or other characteristics the comprise the range of social and ethnic backgrounds that
call Stamford home. It can also depict historic, current realistic representations of features or

offerings) or futuristic imagery.

Common characteristics can include figurative art, realistic themes, and motifs connected to the
diverse communities in which we live. Overall, this mural should be designed to reflect the
quality of life and cultural pride in Stamford’s neighborhoods.

THEME 2: ABSTRACT ART
Abstract Art interprets reality through varied textures, colors, and forms. This genre of art
showcases artists' talents without figurative subjects. Exhibiting the stylistic spectrum of
Abstract Art the mural should communicate Stamford’s diverse communities and promote a
culturally inclusive neighborhood.

THEME 3: RAIL TRANSPORTATION
This artistic design can depict historic or current realistic representations of mobility solutions
that transport people, cargo and other items by rail. This may include historic trolley trains,
current MetroNorth/Amtrak trains in motion, and/or futuristic trains that you might imagine will
exist for generations to come.

**PDesigns that are of a religious, negatively political, racially denigrating, or sexually
explicit nature will not be accepted. The use of corporate logos and trademarks are not
permitted.

REQUIRED MATERIALS AND FORMAT:
e The final mural design must be applied to the wall using paint.
e Preference is high quality spray paint from brands such as Montana.
e Mural materials must be weather resistant to prevent premature deterioration or other
unintended changes in appearance.



e Mural materials must be appropriate for its outdoor location and climate, with special
considerations for longevity and traffic congestion.

e All materials require pre-approval by the City of Stamford/Stamford Arts and Culture
Commission.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

e Murals must exhibit excellence in design, material, and application that will enhance the
overall development and appearance of the site.

e Murals should not mimic or conflict with official traffic pavement markings and symbols,
such as stripes or traffic signs, to ensure that drivers aren’t confused.

e Logos, advertising, signage, and other branding are prohibited.

e Murals should not contain material that is protected under copyright law unless written
permission is obtained and provided to the City.

e The artwork must not pose hazards or threats to public safety or public health and/or must
not pose a potential liability for the City in any other way.

e Artwork must be socially, culturally, historically, environmentally, physically, and/or
functionally appropriate.

e Artwork should not be political or controversial.

e Both existing and planned contexts will be evaluated (i.e., it could be futuristic in nature).
e  Work hours will be determined in consultation with the CT Department of Transportation
with a preference for evenings, weekends and after the peak morning weekday hours.

e The artist is responsible for managing the site and must ensure that the site is always safe
and secure. For example, lift, paint, and other materials should be removed or protected
from public access (e.g., fenced in) while the artist is not there. On site storage may be
available in coordination with CTDOT and the City of Stamford

e Materials should be applied in a quality manner and all clean-up and material disposal
must adhere to State and Federal regulations.

e All materials and equipment must be removed from the site at the end of each work
session and after installation is complete.

e Artist must attend a planning meeting with representatives from CTDOT and City of
Stamford.

e The artist is required to notify the Arts and Culture staff contact upon completion of
mural installation to schedule a post-installation site inspection. This inspection will
verify that the mural installation is consistent with the features, dimensions, and materials
specified in the approved design.

SUBMISSION PROCESS AND DEADLINE:

The Stamford Arts & Culture Commission (SACC) may provide a document to Artists with some
information about Stamford that they can take into consideration when proposing mural
concepts. Artists are encouraged to do additional research about Stamford as part of the proposal
process.



A public community meeting will be held to gather community input on what they’d like the
mural to be. Artist applicants will be invited to attend/participate. They can use this information
to inspire their proposed mural concepts.

Artists can submit up to two mural designs for each theme (a maximum of 6 designs overall). All
designs must be submitted via email in a digital file format. JPG, TIFF or PNG digital file
formats are acceptable, using 300 dpi. The file size for initial submissions should be no larger
than 30 MB.

Artists are to submit 3 examples of past work, preferably large-scale work examples. Artist can
include three photos in one PDF document of previous work. Artist can also include website link
to their portfolio.

Please complete and submit the following budget:

Budget Item: Amount:
Artist(s) Fee

Paint

Anti-graffiti coating

Supplies and Material (brushes,
rollers, tape, etc)

Lift and Equipment

Travel & Lodging
Maintenance

Insurance

Contingency

The Mural Review Committee comprised of members of the SACC, CT DOT, and the Mayor’s
designees will evaluate submissions and choose up to 3 finalists and one or more of each of their
proposed mural concepts/designs. The selected finalists’ designs will be posted on the SACC
website for public voting. The Mural Design Review Committee will then choose the winning
artist/concept based upon the results of the public vote, the content, artistic merit of the mural,
the artist’s background, and the artist’s experience painting large murals (if any). The final design
chosen will become the property of the City of Stamford. Artists will retain ownership of the rest
of their designs.

Email your submission along with your bio, resume/CV, Signed Suspension and Debarment
Certificate (Enclosed Below), Budget (using provided template) and any other materials you
would like to include (e.g., images of your previous work and/or recommendations) to:
amillerl @stamfordct.gov

Format the subject of your EMAIL as follows:

StamfordTrainMural LastName FirstName


mailto:amiller1@stamfordct.gov

For Example: StamfordTrainMural Smith Lauren

The Mural Review Committee will not consider submissions received after the deadline.

There is no fee to enter.

PROPOSED MURAL DESIGN SCHEDULE:

October 16, 2024

Call for mural designs released.

October 30, 2024

Public meeting to hear input from the
community regarding the three themes. Artists
will be invited to attend/participate.

Location:

The Palace Theatre
61 Atlantic Street
2" Floor

Stamford CT 06901

Time: 6:00 PM EST

December 1, 2024

Digital submission deadline 11:59 p.m.

January 2,2025

Finalists notified of their selection and which
of their mural design(s) has been chosen to be
considered in the online voting.

January 6-24™, 2025

Online Voting.

February 1, 2025

Mural award announced

March-May 2025

Timeline for painting to be completed.

May/June 2025

Mural Grand Opening Celebration.

For Questions and further information contact Aaron Miller at amiller1@stamfordct.gov

Addendum



mailto:amiller1@stamfordct.gov

M

Budget Template

SAM Registration

Suspension and Debarment Certification

Sample Mural Installation and Maintenance

City of Stamford Certificate of Insurance Requirements






