PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

APPROVED MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2024
REGULAR MEETING

VIA INTERNET & CONFERENCE CALL

6:30 P.M.

ZOOM MEETING
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83737014995

Meeting I1D: 837 3701 4995
Passcode: 503388

A Regular Meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, August 21, 2024 via
the Internet on Zoom.

In attendance were:

Commissioners: Melanie Hollas, Chair
Michael Tedder, Vice Chair
Angela Adetola
Paul Newman
Benjamin Pomerantz

Staff: Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation
Lesley Capp, Assistant - Parks & Recreation Commission (Left meeting at 9:30 p.m.)

CALL TO ORDER:

Ms. Hollas called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. and introduced the Commission members and staff
present.

Ms. Hollas introduced the first item on the agenda.

> PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION: Each individual requesting to speak shall send a Chat
Message to the Chair stating their name and address for the record. Public participation comments shall
be limited to 3 minutes.

Sue Halpern, President, South End NRZ and South End resident: Ms. Halpern made brief comments on
the email sent to the Commission regarding installation of a Blue Light in Kosciuszko Park.

Toni DeCarlo, President, Soundview Manor Property Owners’ Association - 102 Carter Drive: Ms.
DeCarlo spoke about the constant disruptive noise in the “Quite Zone” at Cummings Park.

John DeRosa: Mr. DeRosa made comments on the 911 Event to be held in Jackie Robinson Park and
some issues with submitting the application for a Special Events permit.

> Review of the July 24, 2024 Special Meeting Draft Minutes.

Mr. Tedder made a motion to approve the July 24, 2024 Special Meeting Draft Minutes.

Seconded by Mr. Pomerantz Unanimously Approved (3-0)
(Ms. Adetola and Mr. Newman were ineligible to vote as they were absent at the July 24, 2024 meeting.)



SPECIAL EVENTS:

» Glenn Raymond - Latham Park Comedy Series 2024 - Sunday, September 22, 2024 from 4:00 p.m.
to 10:00 p.m. at Latham Park - Set-up begins at 7:00 a.m. and Clean-up ends at 11:00 p.m. - 300 Total
Participants. Mr. Raymond will provide an update from the July 24, 2024 Special Meeting on
contacting the Downtown Special Services District.

The Commission had a brief discussion following up to the presentation from the July 24, 2024 meeting.
Mr. Murray stated he attended a meeting with Lynne Colatrella, DSSD, and provided details from that
meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

» Kiwanis and Heritage Parks: Michael Moore, Vice President Operations and Marisa Rogo, Director,
Data Analytics & Visualization - Downtown Special Services District will make a presentation on the
possible installation of a wayfinding kiosk in each park. The kiosks will display advertisements, transit
information, local events, key landmarks and other useful information.

Ms. Rogo and Mr. Moore made a presentation and answered questions from the Commission.

After some discussion, Mr. Tedder made a motion to approve the installation of the Soofa wayfinding
kiosks in Kiwanis and Heritage Parks.

Seconded by Mr. Newman Unanimously Approved (5-0)

» Kosciuszko Park: Sue Halpern, President, South End NRZ and South End resident has made a request
that the Parks & Recreation Department install a Blue Light.

Mr. Murray stated he forwarded Ms. Halpern’s email to Louis DeRubeis, Director of Public Health, Safety
and Welfare, as he is heading up this project. Mr. Murray provided details on the status of the project and
answered questions from the Commission.

Mr. Newman asked about the paving of the parking lot.

Mr. Murray stated that the project is ongoing, and the administration is working through regulations which
need to be adhered to.

» Cove Island Park: Kevin Murray, Director Parks & Recreation, will propose ending the Dedication
Bench Program and enacting a new comprehensive plan for future bench dedications and placement.
(TABLED from the July 24, 2024 Special Meeting)

Mr. Murray made introductory comments on ending the program followed by discussion.

After considerable discussion, Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to approve a moratorium on the Dedication
Bench Program at Cove Island Park.

Seconded by Ms. Adetola Unanimously Approved (5-0)

» Cove lIsland Park: HTC40 Shoulder Check event on Thursday, July 25, 2024 approved by
Commission. The Chair is requesting the event be removed from the annual event approval list to be
re-evaluated. The Commission will discuss how events impact users of the parks and the environment
as a grass area was used for parking instead of the parking lot. What was the attendance? What is the
amount of money Terry Conner Rink raised from the event?
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Ms. Hollas lead a discussion on the event regarding complaints received on attendees parking on the grass
areas and potential park damage and to consider removing this event from the annual events list and have
the organizers return to the Commission next year.

» Update on Organic Athletic Field Maintenance Program. (TABLED from the July 24, 2024 Special
Meeting)

Ms. Hollas provided a status update on the three-year-old program.

OLD BUSINESS:
» Cummings Park: Doug Edwards will present a proposal for signage for the pickleball courts.

Mr. Edwards made a presentation and answered questions from the Commission.

After some discussion, Mr. Newman made a motion to approve the proposed signage for the pickleball
courts at Cummings Park.

Seconded by Ms. Adetola Unanimously Approved (5-0)

» Field Use Policy (TABLED from the July 24, 2024 Special Meeting):
- Update on League Surveys, Field Use Policy Manual and Sanctioned Leagues.

Ms. Hollas made some brief comments and Mr. Tedder provided an update.

Ms. Hollas called for a motion to “Walk on” changes to the Sanctioning Policy language submitted by Mr.
Newman.

Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to “Walk on” the changes to the Sanctioning Policy language submitted by
Mr. Newman.

Seconded by Mr. Tedder Unanimously Approved (5-0)
- Review Draft language for Moratorium on Sanctioning Leagues.

Ms. Hollas read the proposed Moratorium language into the record as follows:

Currently, the Stamford Park athletic fields are at their full capacity based on the existing
use from Youth and Adult Sanctioned Sports Leagues as well as the Parks & Recreation
Department house leagues. The City of Stamford Park system does not have enough
additional field space at this time to accommodate newly sanctioned youth and/or adult
sports leagues. All the sports fields see very high usage per submitted schedules of all
leagues. For the Parks & Recreation Commission to make informed decisions about
sanctioning more leagues, the Commission needs documentation of the present actual usage
across all fields from all sports during daytime and evening hours. The Parks & Recreation
Department needs to update the actual field usage on a weekly basis during seasonal play to
fulfill an actual field use study. Presently, looking at schedules, there is no additional field
space for additional users available.

A moratorium will be placed on newly sanctioned users for the 2025 season. The moratorium

will either be continued or removed on an annual basis pending the outcome of the actual
field use study.
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Leagues that have current temporary status will be required to come before the Commission
for full approval and will not be allowed to expand in size.

Leagues that have an interest in becoming a sanctioned league may fill out and submit the
paperwork to the Parks & Recreation Department as required by the Field Use Policy
Manual and will be added to a waiting list based upon the completion of the submission.
When a spot opens, the Leagues will be asked to come before the Commission in order of the
waiting list and sport type.

Sanctioned leagues will remain sanctioned as long as all requirements and usage are met
per Field Policy Rules and Regulations.

Ms. Hollas asked the Commission for comments and/or questions.

The Commission then discussed the proposed revisions to the Sanctioning Policy suggested by Mr.
Newman.

After some discussion, Mr. Tedder made a motion to approve the proposed language revisions to the
Sanctioning Policy in the Field Policy Manual and to send the revisions to Matthew Quifiones, Director
of Operations and the Legal Department for review.

Seconded by Ms. Adetola Unanimously Approved (5-0)

TOURNAMENTS:
> No Tournaments.

CORRESPONDENCE:

» Toni DeCarlo, President, Soundview Manor Property Owners’ Association: Complaint of
constant disturbances in the “Quiet Zone” at Cummings Park after the park has closed.

Ms. Hollas provided further comments in addition to Ms. DeCarlo’s statement during the Public
Participation session. Ms. Hollas asked Mr. Murray about a potential “Buffer Zone” to aid in alleviating
the problems cited by Ms. DeCarlo.

Mr. Murray made brief comments and suggested inviting Erin McKenna, Associate Planner, Land Use
Bureau, to the September meeting for further discussion as she has worked on trying to institute the Buffer
Zone.

After considerable discussion, Ms. Hollas suggest inviting Director Quifiones to the September 18, 2024
meeting for further discussion of the Parks Ranger Program and Park Police.

» Melanie Hollas, Chair: Review of the presentation called “Play it Safe: Artificial Turf vs. Grass
Playing Fields” requesting a meeting with the City of Stamford to discuss the sand dressed topped
natural grass system shown in the webinar.

Ms. Hollas made comments and stated she would try to arrange for a meeting with Administration for
further discussion on this topic.

STAFFE REPORTS:
» Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation: Parks & Recreation Update.
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The following Staff Report was submitted and discussed by Mr. Murray:

[Begin Report]

e Terry Conner Rink (TCR) Revenue Report. (Attached)

e Parks & Recreation Revenue Report. (Attached)

e Baseball & softball summer seasons are starting to be completed and Fall Ball season to be scheduled.
e Seven (7) weeks of Parks & Recreation summer camps are complete. Serviced 900 children.

e Eight (8) week Stamford Star Center summer camp is completed and serviced 148 children.

e Waitlist at Star Center - 40 children and waitlist for park summer camps - 317 children.

e Launching Park Ranger Program within four (4) locations - Cove Island Park, Cummings Park, West
Beach and Scalzi Park. Park ranger orientation/training is scheduled for Tuesday, August 20, 2024 from
6:00 to 10:00 p.m. at Stamford Police Dept. Head Quarters Community Room. Field training will take
place Saturday, August 24 and Sunday, August 25, 2024. Ten (10) employees will attend training.

e Parks Event Coordinator additional interviews held on July 18, 2024. Awaiting final interviews with
Director for selection.

e City RFP Sports Design & Engineering Services for tennis court replacements at Scalzi Park and Cove
Island Park. Final selection meeting on August 20, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. Four (4) companies interviewed.

e Dorthy Heroy automatic gate project to be installed within the next month. Equipment is on site and
awaiting utilities and Shock Electric to activate power for installation.

o Attended ADA Anniversary Press Conference at the Government Center on Wednesday, July 24, 2024.
The Americans with Disabilities Act was signed 34 years ago but this is the first time our city is
celebrating.

e HT40 Shoulder Check Event was held on Thursday, July 25, 2024 which was a huge success. Hockey
Tournament was held on Friday, July 26 and Saturday, July 27. 2024. (Attached)

e Cove Island Park dredge pre-bid walk-through was held on Thursday, August 1, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

¢ John Boccuzzi Park at Southfield entryway and parking lot project startup for reclaiming the eastern
parking lot adjacent to waterfront. After that Vitti Construction will continue with removals of existing
guardrails, fencing and posted trees.

e Groundbreaking ceremony TBA for Scalzi Park Bocce Courts. Contract is still pending but work will
begin close to or after Labor Day at this point.

e Cumming Park Pavilion Phase 1 Project Ribbon Cutting was held on Friday. August 16, 2024. Phase 2
will begin after Labor Day which includes the western promenade.

e TCR water heaters and system to be upgraded. Working on bid waiver to get approved prior to busy
season.

[End Report]

DISCUSSION:
» Special Events Permit application process and proposed changes.
» Melanie Hollas, Chair: Review Volunteer Community Group application & agreement.

» Angela Adetola, Commissioner:
- Update on Stamford Parks Community Partnership & Bylaws.
- Update on Geographic Information Services (GIS) Mapping.

» Paul Newman & Benjamin Pomerantz, Commissioners: Update on parks not zoned as parks.
» Michael Tedder, Vice Chair & Paul Newman, Commissioner: Policy & Procedure revisions.

Each Commissioner provided an update on their respective topic(s).
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Newman and the vote was carried
unanimously.

Ms. Hollas adjourned the meeting at 9:40 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lesley Capp

Assistant to the Parks & Recreation Commission
August 29, 2024

These proceedings were recorded on video and are available for review on the City of Stamford website at:
http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view is=9
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