
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

APPROVED MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING 

VIA INTERNET & CONFERENCE CALL 

6:30 P.M. 
 

ZOOM MEETING 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88646965825 
 

Meeting ID: 886 4696 5825 

Passcode: 556054 
 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, June 12, 2024 via 
the Internet on Zoom. 
 
In attendance were: 
 
Commissioners: Melanie Hollas, Chair 
 Michael Tedder, Vice Chair 
 Angela Adetola  
 Paul Newman (Left meeting at 8:20 p.m.) 
 Benjamin Pomerantz 
 
Staff:  Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 Lesley Capp, Assistant - Parks & Recreation Commission 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

Ms. Hollas called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. and introduced the Commission members and staff 
present. 
 

Ms. Hollas introduced the first item on the agenda. 
 

➢ PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:  Each individual requesting to speak shall send a Chat 

Message to the Chair stating their name and address for the record.  Public participation comments shall 

be limited to 3 minutes. 

 

There was no one in attendance who wished to speak. 

 

➢ Review of the May 15, 2024 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes. 

 

Mr. Newman made a motion to approve the May 15, 2024 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Tedder Unanimously Approved (5-0) 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

➢ Gregory Jetter - Neighborhood Block Party - Sunday, July 7, 2024 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. at 

Hatchfield Park - Set-up begins at 8:00 a.m. and Clean-up ends at 10:00 p.m. - 50 Total Participants. 

 

As there was no representative in attendance to speak about the event, this application was rejected. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88646965825
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➢ Michael Peters/Nicole Beckham - Back-to-School Bookbag Giveaway & Vendor Market - Saturday, 

July 27, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Carwin Park - Set-up begins at 12:00 p.m. and Clean-up 

ends at 8:00 p.m. - 150 Total Participants. 

 

Mr. Peters and Ms. Beckham made a brief presentation and answered questions from the Commission. 

 

Ms. Adetola made a motion to approve the Back-to-School Bookbag Giveaway & Vendor Market - 

Saturday, July 27, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Carwin Park with the condition the Vendor Market 

be eliminated. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Newman Unanimously Approved (5-0) 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

➢ Alice Knapp, CEO - The Ferguson Library:  Ms. Knapp made a presentation on a “StoryWalk” 

project for Jackie Robinson Park and answered questions from the Commission. 

 

Ms Knapp was joined by Susan LaPerla, Director of Special Services and Jospehine Fulcher Anderson, 

Manager of the Bookmobile and South End Branch. 

 

Ms. Hollas stated that the Commission requested a letter of support from the Jackie Robinson Walk of 

Fame and read the following into the record as follows: 

 

To The Commissioners, City of Stamford, CT. 
 

We, the Jackie Robinson Park of Fame, are proud to support the efforts of the Ferguson 

Library South End Branch to install permanent displays for StoryWalks in the Jackie 

Robinson Park of Fame. 
 

It will help our youth and adults in the community to have more fun reading all types of 

books that tell stories. Reading books are very educational, the more you read the more 

you learn. 
 

There are all types of books for teaching, learning, artistic building, poetry, aircraft, etc. 

engineering, architecture, history, world, countries, different cultures, traveling, politics. 
 

The Jackie Robinson Park of Fame, Inc. gives complete confirmation to have StoryWalks 

permanently installed in the Jackie Robinson Park of Fame Community Park. 
 

Cecelia DaRosa, 

John DaRosa, Vice President 

 

After some discussion, Mr. Tedder made a motion to approve the installation of a “StoryWalk” in Jackie 

Robinson Park by the Ferguson Library. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Pomerantz Unanimously Approved (5-0) 

 

➢ Latham Park & Columbus Park - Marlena Boesch, Stamford Resident:  Ms. Boesch made a 

presentation on the possibility of providing a “Free Little Library” in Latham and Columbus Parks and 

answered questions from the Commission. 

 

After some discussion, Ms. Adetola made a motion to approve the installation of a “Free Little Library” 

in Latham Park and Columbus Park. 
 

Seconded by Mr. Newman Unanimously Approved (5-0) 
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➢ Chestnut Hill Park - Lynne Colatrella, Chair Arts & Culture:  Ms. Colatrella discussed the 

dedication plaque for former Board of Representatives member, Susan Nabel, as a new location for 

the plaque needed to be considered. 

 

After considerable discussion, Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to allow the dedication plaque for Susan 

Nabel, former Board of Representatives member, to be mounted on the stones in front of the Seward 

Johnson sculpture in Chestnut Hill Park. 

 

Seconded by Mr. Tedder Unanimously Approved (5-0) 

 

Ms. Hollas called for a motion to “Walk On” the revisions to the Inland Wetland and Watercourses 

Regulations of the City of Stamford submitted by the Environmental Protection Board (EPB). 

 

Mr. Pomerantz made a motion to “Walk On” the revisions to the Inland Wetland and Watercourses 

Regulations of the City of Stamford submitted by the Environmental Protection Board (EPB). 

 

Seconded by Ms. Adetola Unanimously Approved (5-0) 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

➢ Inland Wetland and Watercourses Regulations of the City of Stamford submitted by the 

Environmental Protection Board (EPB). 

 

Ms. Hollas made a brief statement and asked the Commission for questions and/or comments. 

 

Ms. Hollas stated she would send an email to Robert Clausi, Executive Director, EPB, providing the 

comments discussed for the Public Hearing being held on Thursday, June 14, 2024. 

 

➢ Field Use Policy: 

- Update on League Surveys. 

- Field Use Policy Manual and Sanctioned Leagues. 

- Discuss putting in place a moratorium on new Leagues. 

 

The Commission discussed each topic above and decided to continue the discussion on a potential 

moratorium on new leagues with a waitlist to the July 17, 2024 meeting.  Ms. Hollas offered to draft 

language for the Commission to consider being added to the Field Use Policy. 

 

TOURNAMENTS: 

➢ No Tournaments.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

➢ Courtland/Hunt Park:  Kevin Murray, Director Parks & Recreation will provide an update and 

discuss emails received from residents with regards to the dog park and a proposed basketball court. 

 

The Commission discussed the emails received from Anabel Figueroa, Board of Representatives, District 

#8 asking about the status of the dog park, requesting the City promote more community involvement and 

the possibility of changing the name of the park.  Ms. Hollas stated she would contact Matthew Quiñones, 

Director of Operations and Erin McKenna, Associate Planner, Land Use Bureau to begin organizing 

community engagement sessions. 
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STAFF REPORTS:  

➢ Kevin Murray, Director of Parks & Recreation:  Parks & Recreation Update. 
 

The following Staff Report was submitted and discussed by Mr. Murray:  
 

[Begin Report] 

 

• Terry Conner Rink Revenue Report.  (Attached) 

• Parks & Recreation Revenue Report. (Attached) 

• Cumming Pavilion open for use as of June 11, 2024 and lifeguards are on site for water safety.  

• 501C3 press conference was held on May 22, 2024 at Scalzi Park. 

• Memorial Day Weekend was a success, and parks were used. 

• Courtland Park Plan review with architect.  Dog Park upgrade. 

• Barret Playground Ribbon Cutting was held on Friday, June 7, 2024. 

• Beach Volleyball League at Cummings started Monday, June 10, 2024.  116 teams are registered. 

• Recreational Leagues and Sanctioned Leagues are in summer schedules.  

• Summer Recreation camps are at capacity and open on June 24, 2024. 

• Coordinating installation of automatic gate for riding stable to enforce park hours.  

• Memorial Day parade celebration was held on Sunday, May 19, 2024.  Parks staff was part of the 

operation for the run of the show.  

• Scalzi Park & Cove Island Park Tennis Court Capital Projects:  Mandatory walk-through is scheduled 

for June 12, 2024 for bidders.  

• Surveillance cameras approved by the Camera Review Committee for Cove Island Park, Scalzi Park, 

Cummings Park and Lione Park to capture entry and exists. 

• Held Firework Operation meeting for details and logistics for the Saturday, July 6, 2024 show with a 

rain date of Sunday July 7, 2024. 

• Fort Stamford completed new Irrigation system for the garden for better coverage and usage. 

• Shock Electric is currently replacing all sport field lighting for field and court bulbs Citywide.  

• Dorthey Heroy Pool will be open for the summer on Saturday, June 20, 2024. 

• Parks Event Coordinator position:  First round of interviews has been held. 

• Park Police and Park Ranger positions have been posted and interviews will begin June 26, 2024. 
 

[End Report} 

 

DISCUSSION: 

➢ 2023-2025 Strategic Goals Review. 

 

Ms. Hollas provided a brief update on the Strategic Goals. 

 

➢ Special Events Permit Application process and proposed changes. 

 

Ms. Hollas provided an update on the meeting with Matthew Quiñones, Director of Operations and Mr. 

Murray discussing concerns and potential changes to the permitting system. 

 

Each Commissioner provided an update on their respective Discussion topic. 
 

➢ Melanie Hollas, Chair:  Review of Volunteer Community Group application and agreement. 

➢ Angela Adetola, Commissioner: 

- Update on the Stamford Park Community Partnership (formerly the Transition Committee). 

- Update on Geographic Information Services (GIS) Mapping. 
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DISCUSSION (Con’t): 

➢ Paul Newman & Benjamin Pomerantz, Commissioners:  Parks not zoned as parks. 

➢ Paul Newman & Mike Tedder, Commissioners: Policy & Procedure revisions. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Tedder made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Ms. Adetola and the vote was carried 

unanimously.  

 

Ms. Hollas adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lesley Capp 

Assistant to the Parks & Recreation Commission 

June 17, 2024 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
These proceedings were recorded on video and are available for review on the City of Stamford website at: 

http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_is=9 
 

 

http://cityofstamford.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_is=9

