February __, 2016 DR A FT

Community Organization
Stamford, Connecticut

Dear

The Social Services Commission (the "Commission") acts as an oversight
committee in areas pertaining to the social welfare of Stamford's residents.
Among other charges, the Commission is responsible for promoting policies
and strategies to help ensure that no resident is without guidance and aid
in obtaining necessary services.

Last spring you responded to the Commission’s survey for community
partners. Based on results commissioners decided that the first area of
further inquiry would be to update the status of knowledge with respect to
services and programs that currently exist for the benefit of 18 to 25 year
old residents of Stamford. ’ '

We are particularly interested in knowing the details of the specific services
or programs your agency offers (including your success rate failures;
additional resources needed) and gathering data with respect to other
programs in the community that are available to this population. Finally we
would like to know what types of additional resources (including those on
your personal wish list) would most help. '

Accordingly, | invite you to address the Social Services Commission at its
March 8, 2016 meeting. We would like you to speak for about

minutes and would very much appreciate your written, more detailed
submission.

The meeting will be held at 4:30 p.m. on the 4th floor of the Stamford
Government Center

Please telephone to confirm your availability.

Very truly yours,
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Social Services Commission Procedures for Discussions on Community
Partners Survey

Purpose

Commissioners gather information upon which to base recommendations for
future action /Participants are provided with an opportunity to identify and
clarify their ideas about the topic under review.

Pre-meeting Procedure
1. Select hearing chair (Commission may want to rotate depending on topic
under review)
2. Get name plates

3. Invite guests (the number and identities will depend upon the topic
being discussed. Overall input should be from representatives of
different organizations with, if possible, different points of view)

4. Select a recorder (might want to keep a more concise record than the
total record being recorded) =~

5. Prepare an mv1tat1on letter. that contams an explanatlon and
instructions.

Meeting Procedure

6. Explain to participants the purpose of the meetlng - topic sivd wrritten
submlssmns :

7. Chair announces the order and time limits for oral presentations.

8. Each oral presentation may be followed by pre- determmed questions of
the Commission

9. The following time limits are suggested:
» Five to ten minutes for staternent

« Five to ten minutes for questions (mcludmg follow-up questlons
from the Chalr and other Comm1551on members.

Post-Meetlng Steps

10. After the presentations have been heard Commlssmn members debrief:
» review their content
» discuss the data / facts presented :
» discuss presenters’ differences on the topic
» list unanswered questions :

» determine next step(s)
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SOCIAL SERVICES COMMISSION

888 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901

Tuesday, March 8, 2015
4:30pm — Caucus Room, 4 Floor

MEETING AGENDA

1) Previous Minutes Approval (February 9, 2016)

2) Old Business - Social Services Commission Survey for Community Partners
Follow up on survey responses re underserved population (question 9). As per the attached
draft letter to agency heads, representatives of the following organizations have been invited
to: : : / : :

e describe the programs and services they operate for the benefit of 18 to 25 year olds,
including: success rates; failures; additional resources needed

e discuss other programs and services in the commumty that are available to the 18-

- 25 year old population, and

e describe and elaborate upon the types of additional resources, 1nc1ud1ng new types of

programs and services needed by this populatlon _

i) Stamford Youth Services Bureau (survey response: at risk youth)

ii) Child Guidance Center of Southern CT (survey response: structured and safe
after/late hour programs for tweens and teenagers)

iii) Stamford Public Schools '

iv) Stamford Police Department

v) Norwalk Community College

vi) Boys and Girls Club of Stamford (survey response: teens)

vii) DomusKids, Inc. (survey response: services for 18-23 year olds, especially those that
are transient, have been in DCF care and are homeless or have hlstones of
homelessness) :

viii)  Laurel House (survey response: young adults)

ix) Liberation Programs (survey response: youth and clients leaving in-patient treatment)

x) The Ferguson Library survey response: homeless and those with addiction issues)

xi) Family Centers

xii)Neighbors Link Stamford

xiii)  Jewish Family Service

xiv)  Person to Person

xv) Shelter for the Homeless

xvi) Inspirica, Inc.

xvii) New Covenant House



xviii) Community Action Agency of Western Connecticut DR A F T




