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THE MAYOR REPORTS

Information on “The Mayor Reports” comes from the Office of the Mayor, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, CT 06904 and does not necessarily represent the opinion and views of Stamford Plus Magazine.  
The final version of these pages was approved by the Office of the Mayor of Stamford, CT.

As summer comes to a close, we hope that our residents have enjoyed a fun-filled 
season of vacations, ‘stay-cations’ and time spent with family and friends.  
Hopefully, many of our residents have had the opportunity to enjoy some of 
the spectacular events offered here in our great City over the past few months: 
the Big Apple Circus Community Day, Stamford on the Sound, the first-ever 

performance in the U.S. of the Pope’s Choir of the Diocese of Rome, the “Alive at Five” and 
“Pops in the Park” summer concert series in the downtown, the 75th Anniversary of the Stamford 
Museum and Nature Center, and the Farmers Markets that feature fresh produce and goods from 
local farms.  

On the business side, many of our residents and entrepreneurs took part in the first two of five 
sessions targeted at issues facing small businesses at my Small Business Advantage Series.  The 
next three sessions will be September 14, October 12, and November 16 at Stamford High School 
starting at 5:50 PM.  Please visit our website for further details and to register.

In addition to the many entertaining and celebratory events of the summer, we have also come 
together as a community to show the heart of Stamford. On a beautiful late June evening, Stamford 
on the Sound, a fundraising event sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, Building and Land 
Technology, Bev Max and the Japanese/American Association of New York, was held in the 
newly developed Commons Park in the South End of Stamford.  More than 1000 people gathered 
together under the largest tent ever erected in the City of Stamford to support the Japanese 
communities affected by the devastating earthquake and tsunami.  The star-studded evening, 
chaired by Bobby Valentine, raised over $750,000 in a true outpouring of generosity.

Here at home, as a challenging financial climate continues, Stamford is blessed with many 
agencies which provide a variety of services for the people of our community on a daily basis.  
Because of their vital role, they need our support to help sustain those programs.  

For this same reason, I invite everyone to join me for my 3rd Annual Thunder on the Sound 
Motorcycle Ride and BBQ – a fundraising ride for charity, on Sunday, September 18, 2011.  
The rain date is September 25th.  This fun event will feature a 60-mile motorcycle ride through 
northern Stamford and is followed by a family BBQ on the water at the Ponus Yacht Club.  Live 
entertainment by ‘Free Ride’, will enhance the afternoons festivities.  Riders and non-riders are 
welcome! This year, the Thunder committee has chosen the Yerwood Center and New Covenant 
House of Hospitality, Stamford’s soup kitchen, as benefactors of the event.  I am deeply grateful 
to Patrick Sasser, event chair, and our friends at Stamford Boss Hoss Cycles and Stamford 
Motorsports, for their continued participation and support. This year's event also welcomes 
two new sponsors: Stamford Hundai, and long-time Stamford resident, Bob Castrignano.   The 
generosity and collaborative efforts of these businesses and supporters mean a great deal to these 
agencies and their ability to continue to offer necessary programs and services.  These groups 
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focus on the educational, social, nutritional and recreational 
needs of our City. Together, we build a stronger community.  
Please visit our website for more information and to register:  
www.thunderonthesound.org.   

As an appropriate end to a great summer in our great City, 
we invite you to the first ever –“Celebrate Stamford” – a fun-
filled evening of live entertainment featuring local performers 
and magicians, and a fireworks display!  The event will be 
held on Thursday, September 1st, in Commons Park at the 
foot of Washington Boulevard, and begins at 5:00 PM.  A rain 
date has been set for Friday, September 2nd.  Special thanks 
to Itsrelevant.com, for providing a fireworks display that will 
start at approximately 8 p.m., at Kosciuszko Park.  We are 
grateful, too, to Harbor Point Development for their generous 
sponsorship of the event.  The event is free and open to the 
public.  Details will soon be posted on our website: www.cityofstamford.org.

Education remains among my highest priorities and this school year was the first “full” academic year since 
becoming Mayor.  Our test results continue to show Stamford outpacing other towns and cities in Connecticut.  For 
students in grades 3-8, the percentage of our students scoring at or above goal (which is a higher standard than the 
proficiency standards dictated at the federal or state levels) in math, reading and writing increased across multiple grade 
levels over the prior year. In many cases these gains outpaced those statewide.  I am indebted to the GE Foundation for 
its very generous funding of our schools’ investments in professional development, curriculum reforms and materials 
which greatly assisted student performance. This year’s scores were not an anomaly but continue a five year trend where, 
at virtually every grade level, the percent of students scoring at or above goal in math, reading and science has increased 
steadily since 2007.

The same improvements can be seen within our high schools with the results of the Spring 2011 Academic 
Performance Test which reported the percentage of Stamford students who scored at or above goal increased in math, 
science and writing.  Additionally, more students reached goal in science, math and writing than any school system in its 
reference group.  Over the past four years, Stamford students scoring at or above goal demonstrated greater gains than 
students statewide. 

I am incredibly proud of our high school seniors and the choices they have made for the next steps in their lives.  The 
Stamford high schools class of 2011 will head to 179 institutions, including the Armed Forces as well as some who will 
be starting their own careers.  The variety of these educational institutions ranges from the “Ivy League” of Harvard, 
Brown, Columbia, Cornell, and Stanford to geographically diverse schools such as the University of Alaska, Loyola in 
New Orleans, Oklahoma State and Full Sail University.  One student will be at Trinity College – Dublin!  Of course, I 
am equally proud of those students at the wonderful Connecticut colleges and universities - UCONN, Central, Southern, 
Western and Eastern CT State Universities, Housatonic and Norwalk Community Colleges, Sacred Heart University, 
Quinnipiac University, Universities of Hartford, Bridgeport and New Haven.  I wish them all every success!

Sincerely,

Michael A. Pavia
Mayor

Mayor Mike Pavia, center, poses with Thunder 2010 
sponsors at the Ponus Yacht Club.


