
 

 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday April 12, 2016 

2nd Floor Conference Room 

Building 11, 111 Harbor View Avenue 

Stamford CT 06902 

5:00 pm 

 
Daniel Capano    Chairman, Technical Committee 
Edward Kelly    Committee Member  
Merritt Nesin    Committee Member (absent) 
William Brink    Executive Director, WPCA joined at 4:35 pm 
William Degnan    Plant Supervisor, WPCA 
Prakash Chakravarti   Supervising Engineer, WPCA 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

D Capano called the meeting to order at 4:40 pm. 

2. Approval of March 16, 2016 Technical Committee Meeting Minutes 
E Kelly made the motion to approve the minutes of the meeting for March 16, 
2016.  Seconded by D Capano.  The motion carried 2-0-0. 

3. Sludge De-gritting Study and approval of Gannett Fleming’s scope of 
services and fees for extra services to include grit washer second 
alternative. 
W Brink said that Gannett Fleming was hired to investigate the existing primary 
sludge de-gritting system and make recommendations for improvements.  They 
did their preliminary investigation and identified the deficiencies that the 
hydrocyclones were not the right size for the flow.  The separated grit would 
have to be disposed of at a landfill since it has organics in it.  He said that we 
asked them to investigate the possibility of incorporating a grit washer so that 
the washed grit could be used in construction.  Gannett Fleming Engineers 
investigated the Coanda grit washer by Huber which the SWPCA staff saw at 
the Norwalk WPCF, and the Eutek SlurryCup by Hydro International.  They 
found that the Coanda system was designed for headworks degritting, not 
sludge degritting that we have at the Stamfoed WPCF, and they could not 
recommend it. They found that the Eutek SlurryCup was designed for sludge 
degritting , however they need to investigate whether the system will fit in the 
existing Sludge Degriting Building and are requesting additional fees of $6,500 
for these additional services.  D Capano asked why they did not know that the 
Coanda system was not a viable alternative if they were experienced in sludge 
degritting,  He was concerned that the Eutek SlurryCup may also not be the 
right fit for Stamford.  The committee decided to hold the approval of the request 



 

for additional services and asked the staff to make inquiries with treatment 
plants that are using the Eutek SlurryCup and their experience with it. 

 

4. Update on engineering studies and designs,  
P Chakravarti had the following updates: 

a. Dyke Lane pumping station upgrade. 
Stantec Engineers have been working on the design and have submitted 
their preliminary design for the electrical switchgear upgrade.  The 
engineers did contact US Army Corps of Engineers on their request to be 
connected to the new emergency power generator at Dyke Lane Pump 
Station.  Their recommendation would be to install an independent smaller 
generator at the East Branch Pump Station because of the line loss and 
the need to upsize the generator at Dyke Lane. 

b. Flow distribution to the secondary clarifiers and effluent pumps. 
Hazen & Sawyer have presented their ninety five percent 95% design 
plans for the distribution box and the valve controls for sludge withdrawals 
for the secondary clarifiers.  We anticipate going to construction this 
summer. 

c. Wedgemere Road Area Sewers. 
The alternate routing for the sewer pipe is being considered for the sewers 
along White Oak Lane.  There has not been any response from the 
owners willing to grant easements.  W Brink suggested that a letter be 
sent to all property owners in the project area to determine if they are still 
in favor of the sewer project. 

d. Perna Lane. 
Awaiting plan modifications incorporating our review comments.  

e. Motor Control Center (MCC) in the thickener building. 
The plans and specifications have been sent to purchasing to advertise for 
bids.  The bid will be advertised on May 12, 2016 with bid opening on 
June 16, 2016. 

f. Shed for sludge trailers. 
A second draft of the RFP to design-build the shed was presented to the 
committee for review. 

5. Update on construction projects, 

g. WPCA Brick Wall Repairs. 
Construction is on hold due to weather conditions. 

h. SCADA System. 
The air-conditioner, the conduits for the fiber optic cable, and the data 
cables all have been installed.  Purchase orders for computers, laptop, 
server hardware and software have been issued.  Arron Associates 
contract has been signed by both parties.  Arcadis will be scheduling a 
kickoff meeting. 

i. Arc Flash –Electrical preventive maintenance. 
Tighe & Bond has prepared the scope of services for doing Preventive 



 

Electrical Maintenance of the 480V power panels at Dyke Lane Pump 
Station which will be sent out soon to solicit price quotes. 

j. Infiltration & Inflow study. 
CDM Smith has submitted the final report on the findings and 
recommendations for reduction of extraneous infiltration and inflow water 
into the sewer system. 

 

6. Old Business 
No old business item that was discussed. 
 

7. New Business 
There was no new business items to be included in the next month’s agenda. 

 
There being no other issues to discuss E Kelly made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by D Capano motion carried 2-0-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm. 


