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 Minutes of September 15, 2015 

DRAFT 

 
A Scheduled Meeting was held on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at the Stamford Government Center – Training Room, 6

th
 

Floor. 
 
Called to order at 7:03 p.m., Chairman Ortelli presiding.  
 
In Attendance: 
Commissioners: Dr. Damian Ortelli; Robert Karp; Paul Adelberg; Jeffrey Saunders; Ray Redniss; Griffith Trow;  

Alternates Steven Loeb 
Staff: Eric Knott, Harbor Master; Yale Greenman, Deputy Harbor Master; Sgt. Bob Monck, Stamford 

Police Dept.; Geoff Steadman, Consultant; Frank Fedeli, COS 
Absent: Robert J. Strada, Commissioner; Michael Pensiero, Alternate; Sean Elumba, Marina Supervisor 
 
1) Review and Approval of August 24, 2015 Meeting Minutes.  
Commissioner Adelberg moved to approve August 24, 2015 Meeting Minutes with modification. 
Seconded by Commissioner Karp   Approved Unanimously 
 
2)  Chairman’s Report:  D. Ortelli  (agenda order changed in deference to Mayor Martin’s and Mr. Madden’s presence) 

b) Mayor Martin and Thomas Madden, Stamford Economic Development Director, appeared before the 
Commission. Their appearance was in response to the Commission’s invitation to Mr. Madden to discuss and 
clarify two matters which had come to the Commission’s attention: one was Mr. Madden’s involvement in trying 
to accelerate a CT-DEEP public hearing on a dredging application pertaining to the proposed Davenport Landing 
boatyard site; the other being his reported role in facilitating a non-disclosure agreement (NDA) between the 
applicant and the Zoning Board’s consultant reviewing the developer’s plans for replacing the 14-acrea Yacht 
Haven boatyard repair, storage, and marina. The Mayor spoke at length on several subjects beginning with Mr. 
Madden’s responsibilities, the aforementioned CT-DEEP and NDA matters, the need for a boatyard in Stamford, 
the ZB’s pending cease and desist order; and other topics.  Following the Mayor, Mr. Madden remained to field 
questions and comments from Commission members and staff. Going forward he promised a more open 
communications path and collaborative effort with the Commission.   

   
a) A meeting is to be scheduled to review a preliminary dredging plan for the Cove with the city engineering dept., 

representatives of the Commission, the dredging consultant and other city officials.  
  

3)  Committee Reports:    
 
Safety – R. Strada.  No meeting, no report.  Next scheduled meeting Monday, October 19, 2015. 
 
Applications Review – G. Trow.  Committee met on September 15, 2015, at 6 p.m.  Commissioner Trow presented the 

following for the Commission’s review and action:  (Copy of Committee minutes attached) 

Commissioner Redniss recused himself from participating in and voting on all following applications below.  Alternate 

Commissioner Loeb will be voting.  
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 CSPR-990-Redniss & Mead, Inc., 3 Weed Circle, proposal to raise the existing 2,002 sf home above flood hazard 
elevation, remove the existing basement, raise the garage and driveway, add a small addition to an existing 
bedroom and increase the stairs to access the building.  

Committee finds the application consistent with the HMP provided a series of conditions are met.  Consultant Steadman 
discussed the conditions, among them: the applicant should be required to employ Best Management practices to ensure 
the work does not cause adverse environmental impacts in the Harbor Management area; and that DEEP determines the 
construction not to have an adverse impact on other properties.  
 
Commissioner Adelberg moved to support the application per comments and findings as drafted by Steadman.  

Seconded by Commissioner Karp.     Approved Unanimously 

 

 Application for Coastal Site Plan Review regarding various construction additions at the residence of 51 Dolphin 
Cove Quay. 

 
Committee finds the application consistent with the HMP and recommends support subject to HMC caveats and 
conditions regarding method of work and avoiding adverse impacts.  
 
Commissioner Adelberg moved for Commission support of the application per comments and findings as drafted by 

Steadman.  Seconded by Commissioner Karp   Approved Unanimously  
 

 Application 215-28 – The Strand/BRC Group LLC and Walter Wheeler Drive SPE, LLC, Parcels P4 and P5, O 
Washington Blvd., Amended GDP, Final Site & Architectural Plans and Coastal Site Plan Review, requesting 
Amendment of GDP and approval of Final Site & Architectural Plans and Coastal Site Plan Review to construct 435 
units of housing of approx. 564,000 sf with related parking, utilities and site improvements in the SRD-S district. 

 
Committee finds application consistent with HMP. However, the committee has no recommendation as to any related 
comments, leaving it to the full commission to discuss and decide. Following extended discussion, the Commission 
accepted the committee’s finding of consistency with the HMP, that it has no objection to the project moving forward 
provided there are no exterior lights on the buildings which would potentially interfere with navigation in the harbor or 
any other elements of the project which would cause potential adverse impacts in the harbor. Based on that: 
 
Commissioner Adelberg moved for support of the application.            
Seconded by Commissioner Trow.     Approved Unanimously   
 

 Continued review and discussion of DEEP Office of Long Island Sound Programs Application No. 201503186 by 
Southfield Property, LLC for DEEP Structures, Dredging and Fill Permit and 401 Water Quality Certificate for 
proposed work at 28 Southfield Avenue (Davenport Landing). 

 
The Commission, after extended discussion, reaffirmed its findings as conveyed in prior correspondence to the applicant 
and to DEEP.  They are as follows: 
 
1. The Stamford Harbor Management Commission finds that the Applicant’s proposal, when reviewed as part of the larger 
development plan and in the absence of an independent assessment of the viability and sustainability of the separate 
water-dependent components of that plan, is not consistent with the water-dependent use provisions of the Harbor 
Management Plan.  Those provisions include, but are not limited to, the policy calling for the authority and policies of the 
Connecticut Coastal Management Act and the Stamford Master Plan to be used to encourage and support the continued 
operation of water-dependent boat service facilities (including maintenance, repair, and storage facilities), and the 
recommendation that redevelopment of waterfront properties adjoining the West Branch of Stamford Harbor should not 
result in any significant reduction of available recreational boating services. 
2. Implementation of the policies of the Harbor Management Plan to protect water dependent uses is achieved in 
significant part through the DEEP OLISP’s coastal permitting process. The SHMC is concerned that the water-dependent 
use policies of the Harbor Management Plan and the State’s Coastal Management Act will be significantly diminished if the 
DEEP fails to evaluate the Davenport Landing proposal as part of the larger development plan by the Applicant and its 
affiliates.     
 
Commissionner Loeb moved to transmit these findings in a letter to DEEP, incorporating reccommendations and other 
comments by the Commission.  Seconded by Commissioner Trow.        Approved Unanimously 
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The next SHMC-Application Review Committee meeting will be on Monday, October 5, 2015 at 6 p.m., Training Room. 
 
Planning/Moorings – S. Loeb.  No meeting, no report.  Next scheduled meeting Monday, November 9, 2015. 
 
Harbor Management Plan Review – Ray Redniss.  No meeting, no report.   Next scheduled meeting Monday, November 9, 
2015. 
 
4)  Staff Reports:   
 

a) Financial – Frank Fedeli reported on the Commissions revenue and operating accounts. Total cash on hand as of 
9/15/2015 is $41,542.46. Long awaited speed buoys and rock markers have come in and are being installed. 
Demo cleaner boat is scheduled for week of Oct. 12. Pursuit of funding sources to purchase a cleaner boat 
continues.  
 

b) Harbor Master – E. Knott 
See attachment for HM’s report.   
 

5)  Old Business: 
          Agenda items not already discussed were tabled. 

 
6)  New Business: 

a) Commissioner Loeb reported that the ZB has requested that copies of any correspondence relevant to the 
Davenport Landing boatyard proposals the Commission has received be sent to the ZB.  

 
7)  Public Participation – The following addressed the Commission: 
 

Maureen Boylan, Save Our Boatyard – commented on the Mayor’s remarks and the proposed Davenport Landing 
Boatyard.   
 
Randy Dinter, Save Our Boatyard – commented on the proposed Davenport Landing Boatyard.  
 

8)  Next scheduled Commission meeting is Tuesday, October 20, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. There is a possibility a special 
meeting might be called for Monday, October 5, 2015. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Adelberg and seconded by Commissioner Karp, Commission voted unanimously to 
adjourn at 11:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Robert M. Karp 
Secretary/Treasurer 
September 21, 2015 
 
Cc: Commissioners; David Martin, Mayor; Ernie Orgera, Director of Operations; Board of Representatives; Town 

Clerks Office 


