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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
       Minutes of the October 21, 2015 Regular Meeting 

 
 

 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held on October 21, 2015, 10th 
Floor Operations Conference Room, Stamford Government Center. 
 
 
In attendance were: 
 
 
Commissioners: Joe Andreana 

Dave Winston 
    Lyda Ruijter 
    Beth Cooper  
    Althea Brown        
         
        
Staff:    Laurie Albano 
    Kevin Murray 
 

 
Guests:   Assistant Chief Tom Wuennemann – Police Department 
 
    Captain Beth Erickson – Police Department 
 
    Captain Sue Bretthauer – Police Department 
 
    Captain Brian McElligott – Police Department 
  
    Special Officer Frank Green – Park Police 
 
    Ernie Orgera – Director of Operations 
 
    Michael Gold – Maccabi Games 
 
    Rachel Rothman – Maccabi Games 
 
    Eric Koehler – Maccabi Games 
 
    Ellen Manzo – Signage at Cove Island Park 
 
    D. Smith – Observer 
 
    N. Waite Cudderback – Observer   
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Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Joe Andreana, Chair.  
 
Review of the September 16, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 
Ms. Ruijter made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Mrs. Cooper      Unanimously Approved  
 
Mr. Winston made a motion to add to the Agenda under New Business the request from 
Director Ted Jankowski for the addition of a Blue Light Station at Cove Island Park. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Ruijter      Unanimously Approved 
 
Mrs. Cooper made a motion to add to the Agenda under New Business the potential 
sale of Long Ridge Club that consists of 15 acres of park and facilities including building 
and swimming pool. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Brown      Unanimously Approved  
 
Discussion 
 
Vision of Parks through 2035 – Safety & Enforcement. 
 
 Mr. Andreana stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission has been discussing 

a number of areas that they feel will be important for the parks going forward for the 
next 20 years.  One of the areas the Commission is looking at is enforcement.  
Everyone is aware that the number of Park Enforcement Officers has been greatly 
reduced over the past number of years.  Currently we have 3 Park Police Officers, 
who are not on a full time basis; we are relying on the Stamford Police Department 
for assistance in major incidents and minor quality of life issues. 
 

 Mrs. Cooper and Ms. Brown welcomed and thanked members of the Police 
Department and Park Police that attended the meeting. 
 

 Assistant Chief Tom Wuennemann:  There are 58 parks in the City.  The Police 
Department has four District Commanders: 
 
 Captain Erickson is in charge of the West Side. 
 Captain Bretthauer is currently in charge of the North District and Central District 

because Assistant Chief Wuennemann has not been replaced yet, he used to be 
in charge of the Central District. 

 Captain McElligott is in Charge of the East Side.   
 

Each Patrol Captain is in charge of the parks in their area if they have any particular 
problems. 
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Looking back to 2011, the majority of the 2001 calls for service that the Police have 
received for Cove Island Park are all self-initiated; programmed patrols by officers, 
maybe making a motor vehicle stop or an occasional alarm at SoundWaters, there was 
a burglary in that stretch as well.  If there are things that come to a District 
Commander’s attention, it’s their job to deal with it. 
 
There are issues in North Stamford with unleased dogs; there are a lot of issues at 
Hatch Field and Carwin Park on the west side of Stamford.  These are two parks that 
are worth locking; usually Chief Wuennemann has an issue with locking parks, because 
the only people you really keep out are the Police.  There are only 3 Park Police 
Officers that work part time and the question is who will open the parks?  The Police 
Department does not have the man power to open the parks. 
 
The Police Department does not schedule or supervise the Parks Police Officers. 
 
Director Orgera arrived at 6:48 p.m. 
 
 Captain Beth Erickson:  Captain Erickson discussed issues at Hatch Field, and 

stated that the Police Department has decided to close Hatch Field and Carwin Park 
at night.  After discussing the issues with Director Orgera it was decided that 
Operations will open the parks in the morning at 7:00 a.m.  Captain Erickson will 
have to discuss with the community because 7:00 a.m. may be too late for them 
since they use the parks as cut through to get to school and get public 
transportation. 
 

 Frank Green, Park Police Officer:  Officer Green stated that during the week there 
is a Park Police Officer working during the night.  There is also coverage weekend 
nights and days; there is no coverage during the day on week days. 
 
Officer Green stated that it is physically impossible for a Park Police Officer to 
respond to a call from a park that is located at the opposite side of town from where 
he is located.  Park Police Officers work with the regular patrol in order to keep our 
parks safe.  There are two officers working on weekends, which give them the 
opportunity to cover all the parks.   80 Hours are worked between the three Parks 
Police Officers. 
 
Mrs. Cooper feels strongly that the Parks Police should be under the Police 
Department not the Office of Operations.  Chief Wuennemann stated that the Police 
Department would like that as well.  Chief Wuennemann believes that the 
communication and coordination would be better if they worked for the Police 
Department.  If the Commission decides to present this proposal to this Mayoral 
Administration, Chief Wuennemann would back the Commission.  Mr. Murray stated 
that the Park Police do a great job and agrees that they should operate under one 
umbrella; it would help with the communication.  Mr. Murray feels that is very 
important to have presence in the parks throughout the year.  
 
Captain Brian McElligott arrived at 7:00 p.m. 
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 Mr. Andreana discussed quality of life issues at some of the parks and would like a 
plan in place to stop some of this activity before the season starts.  Assistant Chief 
Wuennemann stated that some of the problems are outlined, the Police will be 
happy to help. 
 

 Ms. Albano stated that the Recreation Department is in the process of transitioning 
to new web based software and it will make the process easier to find the field 
reservation calendar.  Mr. Andreana asked Ms. Albano to make this happen 
between now and March 2016.  Police Department must be able to view this 
information. 
 

 Chief Wuennemann thinks that having access to the permits is a great idea and 
proposed to discuss specific issues over the winter with District Commanders to be 
prepared for the spring. 
 

 Ms. Ruijter requested that the Commission be included in the communications when 
something happens in the parks.  Mr. Orgera will ask Libby Carlson in the Mayor’s 
Office to add the Commission to the mailing list and to forward any Press Releases 
that have to do with the parks. 
 

 Mr. Andreana stated that some issues have been recognized and also recognized 
areas where coordination is needed.  Further discussion is needed to prepare for 
next season.  Mr. Andreana asked the staff to put together a list in the next couple of 
months of problems we have had in the last two or three years in the various parks 
and get together again with the Stamford Police Department by district. 
 

 Mr. Winston expressed his concern that by losing Park Police to the Police 
Department it will be a dilution of park’s coverage.  Mr. Winston proposed that before 
turning over the Park Police to the Police Department, the Police Department should 
stablish the Park Police within the Stamford Police Department with their next hires 
and show the Commission how effective that would really be. 

 
Mr. Winston made a motion to suspend the rules to add request from Director Ted 
Jankowski for the addition of a Blue Light Station at Cove Island Park. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Ruijter      Unanimously Approved 
 
Ted Jankowski, Director of Public Safety, Health and Welfare – Request to Install 
a Blue Light Station at Cove Island Park. 
 
 Assistant Chief Wuennemann presented for Director Jankowski. 

 
 Assistant Chief Wuennemann stated that they would like to add Cove Island Park to 

the list of parks that will be getting a Blue Light Station. 
 

Mr. Winston made a motion to approve the installation of a Blue Light Station at Cove  
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Island Park. 
 
Seconded by Mrs. Cooper       Unanimously Approved  
 
Special Events 
 
Rachel Rothman, Michael Gold & Eric Kohler – Stamford Jewish Community 
Center – JCC Maccabi Games. 
 
 Rachel Rothman stated that the Maccabi Games will be coming to Stamford next 

summer from August 7, 2016 thru August 12, 2016.  This event is awarded to three 
different cities every summer.  The first time the Maccabi Games came to Stamford 
was in 2006. 
 

 The Maccabi Games are a week long sports competition for teenagers age 13 to 16.  
They play a variety of sports such as Basketball, Baseball, Tennis, Swimming, 
Lacrosse, etc. 
 

 The kids compete during the day and have social events at night.  There are 
community service elements as well cultural elements for the kids.    
 

 New this year is an ArtsFest.  Artists participate in master workshops with Artists in 
Residence during the day, and then join the other athletes for evening social 
activities.  A final showcase will be created by the end of the week. 
 

 The Maccabi Games are pretty much a week long tournament from Monday thru 
Thursday. 
 

 Ms. Rothman requested the use of Cubeta, Belltown and Terry Conners Rink.   
 

 Kids come from all over the world and North America.  There will be about 1,500 
kids, 1,000 to 1,200 will be from one of five continents.  There will be teams from the 
general Stamford area. 
 

 Ms. Albano stated that meetings have already started to prepare for the Maccabi 
Games. 
 

 Ms. Brown suggested that they reach out to the community and suggested to 
contact Neighbor’s Link, the Yerwood Center and the Boys and Girls Club. 
 

 Part of the program includes Community Service and their services were offered for 
any projects in the parks that can use their help. 
 

Rachel Rothman, Michael Gold & Eric Kohler – Stamford Jewish Community 
Center – JCC Maccabi Games – Use of Terry Conners Ice Rink – Monday, August 
8, 2016 to Thursday, August 11, 2016 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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Mrs. Cooper made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston      Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman, Michael Gold & Eric Kohler – Stamford Jewish Community 
Center – JCC Maccabi Games – Use of Scalzi Park Tennis Courts – Monday, 
August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 11, 2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Cooper made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston      Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman, Michael Gold & Eric Kohler – Stamford Jewish Community 
Center – JCC Maccabi Games – Use of West Beach Soccer Fields – Monday, 
August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 11, 2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Cooper made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston      Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman, Michael Gold & Eric Kohler – Stamford Jewish Community 
Center – JCC Maccabi Games – Use of Barrett/Belltown Park – Monday, August 8, 
2016 to Thursday, August 11, 2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Cooper made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston      Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman, Michael Gold & Eric Kohler – Stamford Jewish Community 
Center – JCC Maccabi Games – Use of Cubeta Stadium – Monday, August 8, 2016 
to Thursday, August 11, 2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Cooper made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston      Unanimously Approved  
 
Old Business 
   
No Old Business.     
              
New Business 
 
Potential Sale of Long Ridge Club that Consists of 15 Acres of Park and Facilities 
Including Building and Swimming Pool. 
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 Mr. Andreana received an e-mail from Laurie Albano regarding the sale of Long 
Ridge Pool and Tennis Club.  
 

 Mr. Andreana stated that the National Parks & Recreation Association recommends 
10% of the total area of the City to be devoted to public recreation and open space.  
In Stamford in 1997 there was a shortfall of 898 acres.  The 1987 and 1992 
Connecticut Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan recommends 17%, 
which meant that Stamford had a 1,113.8 acre shortfall.  The acreage that we had at 
that time was 1,161 acres between Public School and Park acreage.  Stamford 
needs between 2,000 and 2,300 acres to reach the recommendations of these two 
agencies.  Their recommendation is that Stamford needs 1,000 acres. 
 

 Commission has discussed increasing park land and a recreational facility, as well 
as the problems with the swimming pool at Dorothy Heroy.  In view of these issues, 
Mr. Andreana would like the Commission to come up with a Resolution 
recommending that the City look into the feasibility of purchasing this property. 
 

 Ms. Albano sent an e-mail to Director Orgera, Michael Pollard and Marty Levine 
stating how often do opportunities like this one come along in terms of land in 
Fairfield County that can be used for both passive and active recreation.  The 
downside is that it is not centrally located.  It has a lot of opportunity to produce 
revenue. 
 

 Mr. Andreana wrote the Resolution recommending that the City investigates the 
feasibility of acquiring the Long Ridge Pool and Tennis Club that is currently on the 
market and shared it with the Commission. 

 
Ms. Ruijter made a motion to pass the Resolution as described by Mr. Andreana 
recommending that the City investigates the feasibility of acquiring the Long Ridge Pool 
and Tennis Club that is currently on the market. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston       Unanimously Approved  
 
Correspondence 
 
Letter from Thomas Turk, Supervisor of Highways Re:  Removal of 13 Head-In 
Parking Spaces along Soundview Avenue within the Northern Portion of 
Cummings Park. 
 
 Mr. Andreana stated that the letter from Thomas Turk regarding the removal of 13 

head-in parking spaces along Soundview Avenue is now part of the record. 
 

 Mr. Andreana mentioned a letter sent from Ellen Manzo regarding an incident at 
Cove Island Park last Sunday.  Ms. Manzo was running with a dog on the beach 
area and received a summons.  Ms. Manzo refers to signage and location of the 
signage on her letter. 
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 Ms. Manzo recommended that the signs be moved from their current location to an 
area of greater visibility and suggested the signs be placed immediately following the 
bridges. 
 

 Mr. Andreana suggested placing smaller signs at the entries, at the bridges.  For 
other parks that do not have bridges, place the signs at the beach houses. 
 

 Mr. Murray stated that they are working on getting a more universal sign that can be 
placed on the pavilion, it will be more visible. 
 

 Mr. Winston asked that Mr. Murray give the Commission some suggestions at the 
November meeting about the placing of the signage, if existing signage can be used 
or if an additional sign will be needed and where would it go. 
 

Staff Reports 
 
Kevin Murray – Parks. 
 
 End of Season for seasonal employees – October 15th was the last day. 

 
 Bathroom closing in parks October 15th – Port-a-johns placed in parks with activity. 

 
 End of Baseball/Softball season approaching – Sunday, November 1st. 

 
 Mr. Murray provided the Commission with a copy of the LAZ Parking – Yearly 2015 

Total Report. 
 

 Mr. Murray provided the Commission with the Park Police Schedule. 
 

  McKeithen Park Kaboom Playground Build was a bit of success on August 28, 
2015, Pour in Place System is in, new fence to be installed, the park looks great. 
 

 Volunteer Day at Cubeta Stadium – Repucom Company had 50 volunteers.  The 
scope was to paint the entire stadium seating areas and also the dugouts. 
 

 2015 Capital Budget Submissions are complete – Pre Planning meeting on October 
19th, copy submitted to the Commission. 
 

 2015 Vehicle/Equipment Request was also submitted. 
 

 Courtland Avenue stone wall was hit again, section of the stone wall was damaged, 
Mr. Murray is working with Traffic Engineers, Risk Management, Operations and the 
State on the repair, the wall will not be replaced, they will just address the eyesore in 
the park.  Intersection has been scheduled to be widened by July 2016 (State owns 
stone wall). 
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 Parks Staff will complete 3 baseball field renovations by November and schedule 
softball field renovations for spring of 2016. 
 

 There is a Purchase Order in place to extend the Kane Avenue fence 4 Ft. up with 
the netting from back of the 3rd base dugout down 110 Ft. to reduce complaints from 
neighbors. 
 

 Mr. Murray will work with Megan Gearhart from Recreation on a memo to the Little 
League Presidents regarding the removal of commercial signs.  Mr. Kotchko needs 
to be reminded to cover the permanent commercial sign on the Score Board at 
Stamford American. 

 
Laurie Albano – Recreation. 
 
 Fall programs/leagues are running well at Recreation and Ice Rink, almost coming to 

a close by the end of October. 
 

 1st Quarter revenues are steady at both the Rink and Recreation. 
 

 Working on all winter programs now. 
 

 New Rec Management Software training on November 10th. 
 

 Sent an e-mail to the Administration on the sale of Long Ridge Club. 
 

 Rink has an issue with needing new hot water heaters, estimated cost $20,000. 
 

 Rink floor still unresolved.  Contractor went out of business.  Sent e-mail to Legal, 
we most likely will go after the Insurance Company for a monetary settlement. 
 

 Rink door project got delayed by Contractor and hope to start it soon. 
 

 Rink roof is scheduled for mid-April to mid-June.  There will be a shut down. 
 

 Rink door project got delayed by Contractor and hope to start it soon. 
 

 The Advocate called Ms. Albano regarding Youth Lax Sanctioning and field space. 
 

 Maccabi Games meeting scheduled for this Friday.  Ms. Albano will be meeting with 
them regularly. 
 

 Ms. Albano and Mr. Murray will be doing a tour/hike of Mianus River Park next 
Thursday with the Friends of Mianus River Park. 
 

 Hoping to recapture $12,000 from NRPA/Disney Grant funds inadvertently not put 
back into the Recreation budget. 
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 List of events approved by the Parks & Recreation Internal Committee at the 
October 6, 2015 meeting: 

 
Consent Agenda 
 
No Consent Agenda. 
 
Special Events 
 
Amanda Crabbe – Leukemia and Lymphoma Society – 1 to 2 Mile Walk to 
Fundraise for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society – Walk Starts and Ends at 
Commons Park – Request Use of Kosciusko Park for Fireworks Display  – 
Saturday, October 17, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 Before going on vacation Director Orgera stated that he approves of this event as 

well as Charles Spaulding, Fire Marshal. 
 

Kevin Murray made a motion to approve request to use Kosciusko Park for Fireworks 
Display with the condition that the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society provides port-a-
johns or pay the Over Time necessary for a City worker to open, close and clean the 
bathrooms. 
 
Seconded by Laurie Albano     Unanimously Approved  
 
*** After the meeting we were informed that the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society  
     no longer need to use Kosciuszko Park for the Fireworks Display; they will be  
     using another venue. 
 
Datta Pandya – All World Gayatri Pariwar – Use of Cummings Beach for Beach 
Yoga – Saturday, October 17, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Set-Up Starts 
at 10:30 a.m. and Clean-Up Ends at 12:30 p.m. – 25 Attendees. 
Kevin Murray made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Laurie Albano     Unanimously Approved  
 
Tournaments 
 
James Moriarty – Athletic Director for Stamford High School – Use of West Beach 
Soccer Fields for Soccer Practice – Sunday, August 30, 2015 to Friday, October 
23, 2015 from 2:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
 
David Sottosanti – Rae’s Day – Use of Cummings 4 & 5 – Fun Day of Softball for 
Rachel Sottosanti’s Memorial Scholarship Fund – Saturday, June 4, 2016 from 
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10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. – Set-Up Starts at 9:00 a.m. and Clean-Up Ends at 7:00 
p.m. – 150 Adults and 50 Children. 
 
 Sport Passes will be provided. 
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve use of Cummings 4 & 5 for Fund Day of 
Softball for Rachel Sottosanti’s Memorial Scholarship Fund on Saturday, June 4, 2016 
from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with the contingency that they cannot sell food and pay for 
field maintenance. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
 
D.J. Mulvany – College Showcase for Prospective Players in Fairfield and 
Westchester Counties – Cubeta Stadium – Saturday, June 18, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to move request to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
November 2015 meeting. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman – Stamford Jewish Community Center – JCC Maccabi Games – 
Use of Terry Conners Ice Rink – Monday, August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 11, 
2016 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to move request to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
October 2015 meeting. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman – Stamford Jewish Community Center – JCC Maccabi Games – 
Use of Scalzi Park Tennis Courts – Monday, August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 
11, 2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to move request to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
October 2015 meeting. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved 
 
Rachel Rothman – Stamford Jewish Community Center – JCC Maccabi Games – 
Use of West Beach Soccer Fields – Monday, August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 
11, 2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to move request to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
October 2015 meeting. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
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Rachel Rothman – Stamford Jewish Community Center – JCC Maccabi Games – 
Use of Barrett/Belltown Park – Monday, August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 11, 
2016 – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to move request to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
October 2015 meeting. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
 
Rachel Rothman – Stamford Jewish Community Center – JCC Maccabi Games – 
Use of Cubeta Stadium – Monday, August 8, 2016 to Thursday, August 11, 2016 – 
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to move request to the Parks & Recreation Commission 
October 2015 meeting. 
 
Seconded by Kevin Murray     Unanimously Approved  
 
Mr. Andreana thanked Mrs. Cooper and Ms. Brown for the Safety and 
Enforcement section of the meeting. 
 
The next Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
November 18, 2015. 
 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Mr. Winston  
 
Seconded by Ms. Ruijter 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted 
Margarita Arenas 
November 4, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


