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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
       Minutes of the January 20, 2016 Regular Meeting 

 
DRAFT          DRAFT 
 
 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held on January 20, 2016, 10th 
Floor Operations Conference Room, Stamford Government Center. 
 
 
In attendance were: 
 
 
Commissioners: Joe Andreana 

Dave Winston 
    Lyda Ruijter 
    Althea Brown        
    Beth Cooper 
         
        
Staff:    Laurie Albano 
    Kevin Murray 
 

 
Guests:   James Vlasto – Veterans Memorial Park 
 
    Dianne Vlasto – Veterans Memorial Park 
 
    Michael Gold – Maccabi Games  
 
    Rachel Rothman – Maccabi Games 
 
    Bill Stowell – Request for Art at Skate Park 
 
    Jon Hoch – 50/70 Baseball 
 
    Perry Pierce – 50/70 Baseball 
 
    David Brown – West Beach Dugout & Batting Cage 
 
    Brian Maloney – West Beach Dugout & Batting Cage 
 
    Rep. Kieran Ryan – West Beach Dugout & Batting Cage 
 
    Charles Pia – Girls Softball 
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    Rep. Jim Carterbone – Little League 
 
    Bob Pepi – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Fernando Vega – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Rudy Esquival – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Julio Ramos – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Julio Vega – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Marvin Orellana – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Emilio Gudiel – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Roberto Solis – Central American Soccer League 
 
    Luis Orellana – Central American Soccer League 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Joe Andreana, Chair.  
 
Mrs. Cooper will be a few minutes late. 
 
 
Review of the December 16, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 
Mr. Winston made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Brown      YES:  Mr. Winston 
         YES:  Ms. Brown 
         YES:  Mr. Andreana 
                         ABSTAINED:  Ms. Ruijter 
 
Ms. Ruijter abstained because she did not attend the December 16, 2015 meeting. 
 
Discussion 
 
Discussion of Master Plan for Veterans Memorial Park. 
 
 Mr. Andreana stated that even though the members of the Veterans Memorial Park 

Committee did not attend the December 2015 meeting looking for approval of the 
plan, the Commission feels that they are ready to approve the plan in concept, 
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reserving the right to review all the final details as they become available in the 
various phases. 
 

 Based on what the Commission can see from the plan and based on the discussion, 
there were some loose ends.  The Homer Wise statue, whether the statue goes in 
Veterans Memorial Park or not, it has to go somewhere as part of the project.  The 
indication was that the statue will remain in the re-design of Veterans Memorial Park. 
 
The Freedom Shrine should be replaced, somewhere in that vicinity.  If the 
Exchange Club wants to donate new documents, the Freedom Shrine will have to be 
relocated to an appropriate location as part of the project.  The Freedom Shrine 
does not have to be relocated in the park, but the funding of the relocation to a 
suitable location has to be part of the project. 
 

 Mr. Winston stated that the Veterans should take ownership of the process of 
approving what monuments go in Veterans Memorial Park. 
 

 Mr. James Vlasto stated that he has a written agreement to former Mayor Pavia 
recognizing that the Homer Wise Committee owns the Homer Wise Statue.  Mr. 
Andreana stated that when something is donated to the City, it becomes City 
property per City Charter. 
 

 Mr. Vlasto would like the City to put a picture of Veterans Memorial Park and the 
Homer Wise Statue in the City’s Website so people know about it.  The State 
published a picture on their Website and made it a historic landmark. 
 

 Mr. Vlasto would like the Commission to get a written statement that the Homer 
Wise Statue will not be removed from Veterans Memorial Park. 

 
Mrs. Cooper arrived at 7:09 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Andreana would like for the Commission to discuss at one point what type of 

activities would be acceptable for Veterans Memorial Park, and set that Policy.  Mr. 
Winston stated that the D.S.S.D., Reckson and the business owners are trying to set 
something up to figure this out.  They will present the requests for Special Events to 
the Internal Committee as everyone else.  Mr. Winston suggested that the 
Commission, the D.S.S.D., Reckson and Redniss need to be at the same table to 
discuss this issue. 
 

 Mrs. Cooper suggested getting a list of Special Events that take place at other parks 
to get an idea of what could be adequate for Veterans Memorial Park. 
 

 D.S.S.D. asked permission that wine and beer be sold at events, Commission 
should think about a Policy. 
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Mr. Winston made a motion to approve the Master Plan for Veterans Memorial Park 
with the agreement based on the Minutes of the Homer Wise Statue and the Freedom 
Shrine. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Brown      Unanimously Approved 
 
Special Events 
 
No Special Events. 
 
Tournaments 
 
No Tournaments. 
 
Old Business 
 
Jon Hoch – 50/70 Division for 11 and 12 Year Olds. 
 
 Mr. Jon Hoch explained to the Commission the need for 50/70 Division in Little 

League Baseball.  Every league in southern Connecticut plays 50/70 for 11 and 12 
year olds.  Stamford’s three leagues are the only ones in southern Connecticut that 
are not able to participate, putting our kids at a disadvantage. 
 

 Mr. Hoch stated that all three leagues are in agreement that 50/70 is needed. 
 

 This proposal is just for current kids, 11 and 12 year olds that are in baseball, NOT 
13 year olds. 
 

 Mr. Murray agrees that it would help teaching the young kids. 
 

 If approved, they will have to talk further with Legion and Babe Ruth about them 
partnering on fixing up a school field. 
 

 If approved, they will purchase a portable pitching mound at their own cost.  They 
will set up portable bases and play a 50/70 Baseball game during their already 
permitted times at City fields. 
 

 Mr. Winston stated that he feels this is an expansion of the league, but he is OK to 
have this program in a school field. 
 

 Mrs. Cooper stated that it would be good to hear feedback from the parents. 
 
Mrs. Cooper made a motion to approve 50/70 Little League Baseball. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston       YES:  Mrs. Cooper 
          YES:  Mr. Winston 
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          YES:  Mr. Andreana 
                                    ABSTAINED:  Ms. Ruijter 
                          ABSTAINED:  Ms. Brown 
 
New Business 
 
Rachel Rothman – Approval of Maccabi Games Signs for the Parks. 
 
 Temporary/Directional Signs for the Maccabi Games to be used primarily at Scalzi 

Park, Terry Conners Ice Rink and West Beach were presented to the Commission 
for approval. 
 

 Maccabi Games personnel will take the signs down every night by 5:00 p.m. and put 
back up every morning by 7:30 a.m. 

 
Mrs. Copper made a motion to approve Maccabi Games Signs for the Parks. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Ruijter      Unanimously Approved  
 
Bill Stowell – Request to Hoist Wood Canvas Placards on Scalzi Skate Park 
Fences. 
 
 Mr. Bill Stowell requested permission to hoist thin wooden placards onto the inside 

of Skate Park fences, hoping that this initiative will re-direct new graffiti art work 
straight onto these canvases rather than onto the Skate Park floors.  Looking 
forward to having an Art Gallery event at the Skate Park in the future. 
 

 Mr. Winston likes the idea and thinks it could work if done properly. 
 

 Mr. Winston suggested both side panels and also a chalkboard. 
 

 The wood panels will be 4’ x 8’ (plywood). 
 

 Mr. Murray thinks the idea is worth a try.   
 

 Mr. Murray will be having a meeting regarding cleaning the graffiti from the Skate 
Park for the spring. 
 

 Adding lights to prevent graffiti at night was suggested. 
 

 Mr. Murray suggested to start with three boards and to spread them out. 
 
Ms. Ruijter made a motion to approve request for wood double sided placards on Scalzi 
Skate Park fences starting in the spring on a trial basis and then revisit in November. 
 
Seconded by Mrs. Cooper      Unanimously Approved  
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Brian Maloney – Stamford National Little League – West Beach Dugout and 
Batting Cage. 
 
 West Beach Dugout:  Chain link fence and posts dugout enclosure painted to 

match existing backstop.  Corrugated metal roof also painted to match existing 
backstop. 
 

 Mr. Andreana asked that Mr. Maloney follows the same guidelines used by Butch 
LaMotta from Babe Ruth at Barrett Field, which was approved by the Commission, 
Engineering Department and Building Department.  If they use the same type of 
roof, it should not be a problem. 
 

 Mr. Andreana stated that once this dugout is installed, it becomes City property. 
 

 Installation design needs to be done and stamped by a P.E. – The Commission 
would like to see a set of plans with a stamp on it before work starts. 

 
Mr. Winston made a motion to approve request from Stamford National Little League for 
dugout at West Beach field. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Ruijter      Unanimously Approved  
 
 West Beach Batting Cage:  There is already an existing chain link Batting Cage 

located in the middle of both fields with an indoor type of net that catches the balls.  
Due to constant use, they would like to put in another Batting Cage adjacent with the 
same footprint.  There have never been complaints from the neighbors regarding the 
existing Batting Cage. 
 

 Batting Cage will be 100% paid by the league. 
 

 Construction drawings need to be submitted to the Commission, approval from the 
Engineering Department is required. 
 

Ms. Brown made a motion to approve second Batting Cage at West Beach. 
 
Seconded by Mr. Winston       YES:  Ms. Brown 
          YES:  Mr. Winston 
          YES:  Ms. Ruijter 
                                        NO:  Mr. Andreana 
                          ABSTAINED:  Mrs. Cooper 
 
Perry Pierce – District Administrator CT District 1 Little League – Re-establish  
Softball Division for Girls Twelve and Under in 2016. 
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 Mr. Perry Pierce, District Administrator CT District 1 Little League stated that they 
would like to reestablish the Softball Division for girls twelve and under in 2016. 
 

 Mr. Andreana explained that the Commission only sanctions one league per sport.  If 
the Commission were to sanction Little League Softball, they would have to un-
sanction Babe Ruth and there has not been any justification for the Commission to 
un-sanction a league. 
 

 Mr. Andreana suggested that Little League work out a compromise with the existing 
program. 
 

 Mrs. Cooper suggested a Pilot Program in the spring.  Mrs. Cooper feels that there 
should be another option for girls. 
 

 Mrs. Cooper would like for other Little League Presidents to come in front of the 
Commission and testify that they are in agreement. 
 

 Mrs. Cooper also suggested a survey be mailed out to see if there is an interest.   
 

 Mr. Andreana stated that he is hesitant to approve the request and explained that 
this could open the door to other leagues asking for new leagues to be sanctioned.  
It would be in everybody’s best interest if a compromise can be worked out similar to 
what was done with Basketball or with Legion and Babe Ruth. 

 
Mr. Winston made a motion to deny the request from Perry Pierce, District Administrator 
CT District 1 Little League to re-establish Softball Division for Girls twelve and under. 
 
Seconded by Ms. Ruijter        YES:  Ms. Brown 
          YES:  Mr. Winston 
          YES:  Ms. Ruijter 
          YES:  Mr. Andreana 
                                        NO:  Mrs. Cooper 
 
Bob Pepi – Future Leadership of the Central American Adult Soccer League. 
 
 Mr. Bob Pepi came in front of the Commission with members of the Central 

American Soccer League to express their discontent and frustration with the League.  
They feel that they are being over charged and taken advantage of. 
 

 Mr. Pepi stated that the history of the Central American Soccer League has been 
sketchy; it has been marked by corruption and violence.  At one point they had to 
pay for Police to be there so they could play, it was a difficult situation.  The League 
had a bad reputation in town and the guys present tonight are embarrassed by it and 
want a change. 
 
The last few years there has been less of the violence, but corruption seems to have 
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gone thru the roof. 
 

 Mr. Pepi presented a document showing the difference between the Americas 
Soccer League @ Ripp and Central American Soccer League.  The document 
reflects the difference on how the two leagues are being run. 
 

 There has been violation of City Ordinances, on the Health Department side. 
 

 Mr. Pepi stated that a lot of teams have left the league because they do not want to 
be taken advantage of.  Seven of the teams that have left stated that they will come 
back as soon as the leadership is changed. 
 

 The teams want an honestly run league, well organized that is fair with the typical 
things expected from a league. 
 

 The representatives that are present would like the Commission to sanction them as 
this league; in essence they are the league. 
 

 If they get sanctioned, Mr. Pepi will help them put together the By-Laws.  Ms. Albano 
does not believe they have By-Laws currently. 
 

 Mr. Andreana stated that the allegations of corruption should be brought to the 
Stamford Police Department. 
 

 Mr. Andreana stated that if the current teams leave the league, there will no longer 
be a league, and then they can come back to the Commission and make a 
presentation.  Right now Central American Soccer League is the league on record. 
 

 Mr. Pepi explained that the current league does not have a Board or By-Laws which 
make it impossible to run another candidate to run the league, there is no such thing 
as an election in the CASL. 
 

 Mr. Winston stated that the Commission wants the fields being used, the 
Commission is not here to tell people how to run their organization, they are not 
authorized.  If the Commission sees a situation where Stamford residents are being 
taken advantage of, the Commission will have to come up with some kind of a 
solution.  Mr. Winston feels that the best solution is to create a Policy that requires 
some form Charter and By-Laws.  The league should also have a duly elected 
Board. 
 

 Mr. Albano will check if Central American Soccer League submitted any paperwork 
in response to the City’s Sanctioning Policy. 
 

Staff Reports 
 
Laurie Albano – Recreation 
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 Budget done and submitted for Recreation and Terry Conners Rink. 

 
 Performance Metrics due January 29, 2016 for Recreation and Terry Conners Rink. 

 
 Recreation winter program registration and revenue is going strong.  Working on the 

Spring & Summer Brochure and leagues/programs winter field use meetings. 
 

 Considering selling ad space in our brochure and gauging interest in Spring/Summer 
Brochure. 
 

 Recruiting for a new Seasonal Aquatics Director and summer staff/camp counselors. 
 

 Possibly hosting a Spartan Kids Race at Cummings in November. 
 

 Terry Conners Rink very busy – revenue strong with ice rental, public sessions and 
lessons. 
 

 Terry Conners Rink food vendor created two emergency issues so far this month 
with fryer and stove being left on. 
 

 Terry Conners Rink Door Project still ongoing/Roof Project and two month shut 
down starting mid-April which will result in reduced annual revenue. 
 

 Terry Conners rink floor litigation finally settled with a $200,000 insurance 
settlement.  Meeting next week with Engineering to schedule a structural Engineer to 
assess floor when ice is down for roof. 
 

 Maccabi Games meetings are ongoing.  Primary Election to take place on August 
10th, but we are adjusting. 
 

 List of events approved by the Parks & Recreation Internal Committee at the 
January 13, 2016 meeting: 

 
Consent Agenda 
 
Judd Bell – Sharkey Laureno Scholarship Fund –Tournament for 13U &15U 
Round Robin – Cubeta Stadium – Saturday, July 30, 2016 to Tuesday, August 12,  
 
 
2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve request with the caveat that they have to work 
around the Maccabi Games. 
 
Seconded by Frank Fedeli      Unanimously Approved  
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Kari Pollak – Stamford Hospital Foundation – Hope in Motion Walk & Run – Use of 
Columbus Park – Saturday, June 4, 2016 and Sunday, June 5, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. – Set-Up Starts on Saturday, June 4, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. and Clean-Up 
Ends on Sunday, June 5, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. – 3000 Adults and 2000 Children. 
 
 Needs TAC approval. 
 
Frank Fedeli made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Laurie Albano     Unanimously Approved  
 
Rich LoRusso – Stamford Babe Ruth Baseball – Cubeta Stadium – Baseball 
Tournament Jamboree – Friday, April 8, 2016 to Sunday, April 10, 2016 from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Saturday, May 28, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Monday, 
May 30, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Frank Fedeli      Unanimously Approved  
 
Rich LoRusso – Stamford Babe Ruth Baseball – Cubeta Stadium – Baseball 
Tournament Battle at the Border – Friday, June 3, 2016 to Sunday, June 5, 2016 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Frank Fedeli      Unanimously Approved  
 
Rich LoRusso – Stamford Babe Ruth Baseball – Cubeta Stadium – 13 Year Old 
State Tournament – Friday, July 8, 2016 to Friday, July 15, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Frank Fedeli      Unanimously Approved  
 
Special Events 
 
Rebecca Schulman – The Connecticut Chapter of the National MS Society – Walk 
MS 2016 – Cove Island Park – Saturday, April 30, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
– Set-Up Starts at 7:00 a.m. and Clean-Up Ends at 2:00 p.m. – 250 Adults and 110 
Children. 
 
 Needs TAC approval. 
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Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Frank Fedeli      Unanimously Approved  
 
Jon Stellwagen – Kids In Crisis – Navigators Stamford KIC IT Kids Triathlon – 
Cove Island Park – Saturday, June 11, 2016 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. – Set-Up 
Starts on Friday, June 10, 2016 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 11, 
2016 at 5:00 a.m. – Clean-Up Ends on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. – 200 
Adults and 200 Children. 
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert      YES:  Ernie Orgera 
         YES:  Laurie Albano 
         YES:  Kim Gerbert 
                             Abstained:  Frank Fedeli 
 
Jon Stellwagen – Kids In Crisis – The Navigators KIC IT Triathlon (Olympic & 
Sprint Distance) – Cummings Beach, Mill River Park and City Streets – Sunday, 
June 12, 2016 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – Set-Up Starts on Friday, June 10, 
2016 and Clean-Up Ends on Sunday, June 12, 2016 – 900 Adults and 100 Children. 
 
 Tabled to the February 2016 meeting, there might be some changes to the request. 
 
Stephanie Block – Boys & Girls Club – Stamford Boys & Girls Club Corporate 5K 
– Use of Kosciuszko Park – Thursday, May 26, 2016 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. – 
Set-Up Starts at 3:00 p.m. and Clean-Up Ends at 9:00 p.m. – 2,400 Adults and 100 
Children. 
 
 Needs TAC approval. 
 
Frank Fedeli made a motion to approve with the caveat that approval is required from 
the Traffic Advisory Committee, the park trails at Kosciuszko Park are officially re-
opened and that there is no race parking at Kosciuszko Park. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert       Unanimously Approved  
 
Evan Carlson – Spartan Race – Spartan Kids Race – Saturday, September 24, 
2016 and Sunday, September 25, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Set-Up Starts 
on Monday, September 19, 2016 and Clean-Up Ends on Tuesday, September 27, 
2016 – 3,000 Adults and 2,000 Children. 
 
Frank Fedeli made a motion to table, more information is needed. 
 
Seconded by Laurie Albano     Unanimously Approved  
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Martin Levine – Epilepsy Foundation of Connecticut – Walk for Epilepsy – Cove 
Island Park – Saturday, May 14, 2016 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. – Set-Up Starts 
at 9:30 a.m. and Clean-Up Ends at 3:30 p.m. – 50 to 60 Adults and 20 Children. 
 
Frank Fedeli made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert      Unanimously Approved  
 
Keely McMullin – March of Dimes Connecticut Chapter – March for Babies 2016 – 
Stamford – Cove Island Park – Saturday, April 23, 2016 (or Sunday, April 24, 2016) 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. – Set-Up Starts at 6:30 a.m. and Clean-Up Ends at 3:00 
p.m. – 250 Adults and 50 Children. 
 
 Needs TAC approval. 
 
Frank Fedeli made a motion to approve event for Saturday, April 23, 2016. 
 
Seconded by Laurie Albano     Unanimously Approved  
 
Nancy Tafoya – Global Lyme Alliance – Lyme Walk & Run – Cove Island Park – 
Sunday, April 24, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. – Set-Up Starts at 7:00 a.m. 
and Clean-Up Ends at 12:00 p.m. – 400 Adults and 100 Children. 
 
 Needs TAC approval. 
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert      Unanimously Approved  
 
Linda Cremin – Stamford Youth Tennis Academy – Use of Scalzi Tennis Courts 
for Tennis Exhibition – Saturday, May 21, 2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert      Unanimously Approved  
 
Christopher Nanos – Church of the Archangels – Cove Island Pavilion – Church 
Liturgy and Picnic – Sunday, June 12, 2016 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – 180 
Adults and 20 Children. 
 
Frank Fedeli made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert      Unanimously Approved  
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Tournaments 
 
Steve Paul – DOMUS Kids – Use of Lione Park for Rugby Games and Practices – 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 to Wednesday, June 1, 2016 from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 
 DOMUS Kids is now a sanctioned user, continual approval going forward. 
 
Laurie Albano made a motion to approve. 
 
Seconded by Kim Gerbert      YES:  Ernie Orgera 
         YES:  Laurie Albano 
         YES:  Kim Gerbert 
                              Abstained:  Frank Fedeli 
 
Kevin Murray – Parks. 
 
 ADA Assessment postponed till spring time to visit our Parks by Human Centered 

Design. 
  

 Winter meeting with various departments regarding spring openings. 
  

 Operating Budget summited on 1/9/16. 
 

 Chestnut Hill Park – Contractor to pull stage equipment out until spring for 
completion of entry way paving as new catch basin was installed per flooding issues. 
 

 Cove Island Shed – SoundWaters has received a Grant for the renovation of the 
existing historical storage shed, will move forward with the guidance of the 
Engineering Department and obtain all approvals. 

 
Park and Recreation Commission Meeting 
Parks Update 
January 20, 2016 
Prepared by Erin McKenna, Associate Planner, Land Use Bureau 
 
Blue Lights – At the request of the Office of Public Safety, blue lights are to be located 
in the following parks within the next month or so: 

 Carwin Park:   In from the entrance 
 Cove Island Park:  Near the bathrooms at the main entrance 
 Cummings Park:  Near the pavilion 
 Lione Park:  In the parking lot 
 Mill River Park:  Playground 
 Scalzi Park:  In the oval, near the crosswalk leading to the tennis courts 
 Veterans Memorial Park:  Near the monuments 
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Boccuzzi Park – The Young Mariners Foundation recently merged with SoundWaters 
(late last year).  The organizations are entitled by the terms of their 50-year lease to 
manage the marina and to build a permanent facility in the park.  They no longer believe 
that the designated location for their facility is optimal and would like to change it.  In 
addition, the local Representatives are advocating for improvements to the park.  The 
Land Use Bureau, therefore, has prepared a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a master 
plan.  The design process will include a full public process to locate the building, 
develop a waterfront plan, and determine improvements to the rest of the park. 
 
Cove Island Marina Dredging Design – Coastline Consulting and Development LLC is 
working on the design and permitting for the dredging of the Cove Marina and channel.  
The marina requires a “Full Permit” which includes a more involved and longer process 
than a “Certificate of Permission,” as is applicable in Cummings Park.  If there was a 
record of the last time that the Cove Marina was permitted and dredged, then we would 
be eligible for COP.  They are currently working on getting a benthic study completed, 
after which they will do a sediment sampling plan, which has to be approved by the 
DEEP and the Army Corps of Engineers.  There will be no significant change to the 
configuration of the marina. 
 
Cummings Park Dredging Design – Roberge Associates Coastal Engineers (RACE) 
is working on the design and permitting for the dredging of the Cummings Marina and 
Channel.  Currently, they are completing the sediment sampling plan. 
 
Cummings Park Final Design – Stantec Consulting Services has started the process 
of doing final design for the Cummings beach front, the renovation of fields 4 and 5, and 
the renovation of the Conte Building (restrooms near the tennis courts).  As discussed 
at the presentation of the master plan to the PRC at their August 19, 2015 meeting, 
Stantec will present progress drawing twice during the process at about 40% complete 
and 90% complete.  The current amount of funding in place for the project is 
$648,144.50, and Kevin made a $2.4 million request in the 2016-17 Capital Budget for 
implementation. 
 
Courtland Park KaBOOM! Playground – Parks and the Land Use Bureau are working 
with the East Side Partnership on an application to KaBOOM! for a community built 
playground for Courtland Park.  We have successfully made it through the first stages of 
the application process, and appear to be a likely candidate for a playground installation 
in late summer/early fall. 
 
Courtland Avenue Widening – Courtland Ave. is a State road, and the State is 
widening it from East Main St. to Hamilton Ave.  The work is scheduled to commence in 
spring 2017.  There are 3 elements of the project that the PRC will want to be consulted 
on (please see memo from LUB). 
 
Lione Park – the mayor’s office and Engineering are working with the Boys & Girls Club 
on getting final design done for the park that includes the new parking lot and park 



15 
 

improvements.  I believe Rick Redniss came before the PRC to approve this plan in 
2013. 
 
Mianus River Park Bridge – Engineering is working on replacing the bridge on 
Merriebrook Lane this summer.  It will be a pre-fabricated bridge, which is less 
expensive and time-consuming than building an new bridge.  It will be narrower than the 
existing bridge – wide enough for emergency vehicles, but only one-way. 
 
Mianus River Park Entrance – Land Use is working with OneNature, who did the 
Ecological Master Plan for the park in 2013, on the feasibility of creating a main 
entrance to the park from the west side of the bridge. 
 
Veterans Memorial Park – BETA Group Inc. completed a master plan that has been 
presented to the PRC.  Once approval is given, BETA will move on to final design.  
There is about $600,000 in place for implementation.  Kevin made a Capital Budget 
request for 2016-17 for $1,250,000, which has thus far been reduced to $500,000.  The 
City is splitting the costs of design and implementation 50/50 with the DSSD and other 
members of the Veterans Park Ad hoc Committee (VPAC). 
 
Correspondence 
 
No Correspondence. 
 
 
The next Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
February 17, 2016. 
 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Mrs. Cooper 
 
Seconded by Ms. Brown 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Margarita Arenas 
January 27, 2016 
 


