
1 

 

 
 

Stamford Water Pollution Control Authority Board Meeting 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013 – 5:30 PM 

Stamford Government Center – Board of Finance Room 
888 Washington Blvd, Stamford, CT 

Voting Minutes 
(The meeting was videotaped.) 

 
Attendees 
Ernie Orgera (absent)  Chairman, WPCA Board  
Tim Abbazia    WPCA Board Member  
Cristina Andreana  WPCA Board Member 
Daniel Capano   WPCA Board Member 
Michael Handler  WPCA Board Member  
Donald Huppert   WPCA Board Member 
Mitchell Kaufman (absent) WPCA Board Member  
Donald Rullman   WPCA Board Member 
Dan Schwartz   WPCA Board Member 
William Brink   Interim Executive Director, WPCA 
Rhudean Bull   Administration Manager, WPCA 
Prakash Chakravarti  Supervising Engineer, WPCA 
William Degnan   Plant Supervisor, WPCA 
Marie Sabo                                     Laboratory Director, WPCA 
Mark Turndahl   Accountant, WPCA 
Daniel McCabe   WPCA Legal Counsel 
 
 
Call to Order, Pledge and Roll Call 
C. Andreana called the meeting to order at 5:38PM with Roll Call and the Pledge of Allegiance.  A quorum was 
present (6 Board Members).  
 
Minutes Approval  
December 5, 2012 Full Board Meeting Minutes  
A motion to accept the December 5, 2012 Full Board Meeting Minutes was made by M. Handler, seconded by D. 
Capano.  There was no discussion.  Vote: 4-0-2 (abstentions: D. Rullman and D. Schwartz); the motion carried. 
January 9, 2013 Full & Voting Board Meeting Minutes 
A motion to accept the January 9, 2013 Full and Voting Board Meeting Minutes was made by M. Handler, 
seconded by D. Huppert.   There was no discussion.  Vote: 6-0-0; the motion carried. 
January 16, 2013 Full Special Board Meeting Minutes 
A motion to accept the January 16, 2013 Full Special Board Meeting Minutes was made by D. Huppert, seconded 
by D. Schwartz.  There was no discussion.  Vote: 5-0-1 (abstention: D. Capano); the motion carried. 
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Update: Status of Bond Refunding and Engineering Report 
Discussion & Vote: Bond Refunding Resolution 
P. Privitera stated that the representative from Webster Bank could not be present.  After a brief explanation 
regarding the procedure for Bond refunding and what occurred with the previous request, he requested that the 
SWPCA Board approve authorization to appear before the City Boards to ask for refunding on their behalf. 
 
Note: Board Member Abbazia arrived at 6:00PM during the discussion (7 Board Members present). 
 
M. Handler made a motion to accept the Bond Refunding and move forward; seconded by C. Andreana.  
Discussion: M. Handler stated that the DEEP has made it clear that reserves need to be established. Vote: 7-0-0; 
the motion carried.  P. Privitera added that he will bring the Financial Advisors and Underwriters along with 
Malcolm Pirnie to discuss this topic with the Board at the appropriate time.   
 
Approval: Bid Waiver - Hine Brothers International, LLC $69,000 
P. Chakravarti presented a request to approve a Bid Waiver for the purchase of a truck to move rag and grit 
tubs, stating that the vehicle chosen had been recommended by the Supervisor of Vehicle Maintenance.  During 
the discussion, Board Members questioned why it had not been competitively bid and if it was an emergency.  P. 
Chakravarti stated that it was not an emergency and explained that the truck selected was a quality truck, and 
that he did not want a low bid item instead.  Board Members and B. Brink further discussed the need to follow 
the RFP process for a non-emergency purchase of this magnitude and the need to write the specifications to 
assure that the exact quality item desired is obtained at the best price.  They questioned whether this purchase 
was anticipated and why it was being rushed as a bid waiver.  C. Andreana made a motion to follow the RFP 
process for this purchase, seconded by D. Capano.  There was no further discussion.  Vote: 7-0-0; the motion 
carried. 
 
Executive Session: SWPCA Staffing Reorganization 
At 6:36PM, D. Huppert made motion enter into Executive Session to discuss SWPCA Staffing Reorganization, 
seconded by D. Rullman.  There was no discussion.  Vote: 7-0-0; the motion carried. 
 
At 7:20PM, D. Huppert made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by D. Capano.  There was no 
discussion.  Vote: 7-0-0; the motion carried. 
C. Andreana stated that no action was taken during Executive Session and there was no further discussion. 
 
Discussion & Approval FY 2013-2014 Budget 
M. Handler motioned to table discussion of the budget until the Board has had time to review it, seconded by D. 
Huppert.  Discussion: D. Rullman suggested that the Fiscal Committee review the budget at their next meeting 
and generate questions for the WPCA Management.  C. Andreana stated that the Fiscal Committee will meet on 
February 13th at 6:00PM and that all are welcome to attend, however, after some discussion, the meeting time 
was moved to 5:30PM.  T. Abbazia asked B. Brink how much time he had spent on this budget and whether he 
was taking ownership of it.  B. Brink replied that he had spent a lot of time on it, working together with R. Bull 
and M. Turndahl, and that he did take ownership.  After discussion about the deadline for the budget, C. 
Andreana stated that a special meeting will be held after the Financial Committee meeting for full Board 
discussion and vote.    Vote: 7-0-0; the motion carried. 
T. Abbazia suggested that the Special Meeting could be held after the Fiscal Committee Meeting if that were to 
take place at the Government Center since some Board Members also had a Board of Finance Meeting to attend 
at 7:00PM on the 13th. 
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Executive Session: 
Discussion & Vote on Synagro Contract Legal Strategy & Negotiations 
Darien Agreement Legal Strategy & Negotiations 
Personnel Matter – Search Firm for SWPCA Water Pollution Control Authority Bureau Chief/Executive Director 
At 8:08PM, M. Handler made motion enter into Executive Session to discuss and potentially vote on the Synagro 
Contract legal strategy and negotiations, to discuss the Darien Agreement contract legal strategy and 
negotiations, and to discuss a personnel matter, concerning a search firm for SWPCA Water Pollution Control 
Authority Bureau Chief/Executive Director; seconded by D. Rullman.  There was no discussion.  Vote: 7-0-0; the 
motion carried. 
 
At 8:55PM, M. Handler made a motion to exit Executive Session, seconded by D. Huppert.  There was no 
discussion.  Vote: 6-0-0; the motion carried.  (D. Capano exited the meeting during the Executive Session.) 
C. Andreana stated that no action was taken during Executive Session.   
 
T. Abbazia motioned to offer Bill Brink the permanent SWPCA Water Pollution Control Authority Bureau Chief 
/Executive Director position with the terms to be negotiated by the Chairman and HR, seconded by D. Rullman.  
Discussion: Board Members stated that they were happy with the performance of B. Brink while acting as 
Interim Executive Director and that they wished to avoid the costs associated with the use of an executive 
search firm.  Vote: 6-0-0; the motion carried.   
 
T. Abbazia motioned to approve the terms for extending the Synagro Contract as described in the Synagro letter 
dated 01/15/13 with final terms to be executed via a formal contract amendment, seconded by D. Huppert.  
There was no additional discussion.  Vote: 6-0-0; the motion carried.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00PM.  There was no official vote recorded for the meeting adjournment and 
no SWPCA taped recording generated for the discussions and vote after the end of final Executive Session .   


